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NEWS SUMMAR RY 


UNLESS counteracting measures 
are taken, the ‘extraordinarily crude 
instrument? of Bank rate will achieve 
its maximum effect, not now, but 
in two years’ time, warns our review of 
productivity and prices. p. 715 

“TIS IN THE INTERESTS of every 
architect, quantity surveyor and con- 
tractor to get a fixed price contract 
into his office as soon as he can; there 
is much re-educating to be done’ 
Mr. Brooks told the RICS. Be T25 


THE LCC has given details of a £6m. 
scheme for the redevelopment of 
Notting Hill Gate. p. 727 

BLENHEIM AND LONGLEAT are 
among new recipients of grants for 
historic buildings. p. 731 

A HIGH COURT JUDGE has held that, 
under the RIBA form of contract, 
contractors are under an obligation to 
insure the building owner against 
damage to adjoining property through 
subsidence or collapse. eS. 

‘POSITIVE METHODS’ are being 
taken to provide off-street car parking 
facilities in the City of London. p. 741 
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TYRANNY AT EDMONTON 
HE decision of the Edmonton Borough Council requiring its employees 
(with only a few exceptions) to belong to a union affiliated to the Trades 
Union Congress is most regrettable. Apparently, the only exceptions are 
doctors, dentists, nurses, health visitors and midwives. All other employees are 
required to produce to the Town Clerk, on request, proof of membership of a 
union affiliated to the TUC. and failure by any employee to comply with this 
condition will render him liable to instant dismissal. It is clear the decision 
covers architects, surveyors, engineers and other professional men. 

This is not the first time that this particular local authority has attempted 
to interfere with the freedom of its employees to join or not to join a trade 
union. In 1951, the Edmonton Council sought to impose a similar condition 
with regard to the appointment of a borough engineer. Fortunately, the then 
Minister of Transport informed the Council that the proposed condition was 
incompatible with the conditions on which he made Road Fund grants, and 
particularly * the established principle that Councils should make their choice 
from as wide as possible a field of candidates having appropriate qualifications.” 
The following year, the Durham County Council attempted to impose trade 
union membership on some of its professional employees, but this failed 
because of the resolute attitude of the employees themselves backed by public 
opinion including this newspaper. 

We hope that once again public opinion and the appropriate Government 
departments will firmly oppose this fresh interference in what is essentially ‘a 
personal and private matter. It is quite wrong for an employer to lay down 
conditions with regard to trade union membership. In saying this, we do not 
for one moment underestimate the very important contribution which the 
trade unions make to the social and economic life of this country. To belong to 
a trade union is perhaps one of the obligations which a wage-earner owes to 
his fellows, and it is understandable that many trade unionists resent the 
attitude of those who share in wage increases and other benefits secured by the 
trade union and who yet do not belong to it. But it is quite alien to our way of 
life for either the employer or the union to compel trade union membership as 
a condition of employment. 

This principle alone is sufficient to condemn the decision taken by Edmonton 
Borough Council, but certain other things also need to be said. This local 
authority is not only demanding membership of a trade union; it is trying to 
insist on membership of a union affiliated to the TUC. There can be even less 
The fact is that many local government 
employees have recognised their responsibilities by joining the National 
Association of Local Government Employees—a union which has often 
considered, but always rejected, affiliation tothe TUC. Itis not for the Edmonton 
Council to fight the TUC’s battles. 

Finally, it seems singularly inappropriate to try to force trade union membet- 
ship on professional men such as architects and engineers. They have their.own 
professional bodies in which they join with their brethren in private practice. 
There is no reason why they should not join a trade union if they wish, but the 
fact that they earn a salary instead of engaging in private practice ought not 
to be used to compel them into a type of organisation which is not primarily 
designed for them. 
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Notes of the Week 


The Nash Terraces 
PPHE case for the preservation of the 
Nash Terraces in Regent’s Park in 
their entirety, which a group of signa- 
tories headed by Sir William Holford has, 
with a nice sense of timing, put forward 
in the Times correspondence columns, 
has been answered by Mr. R. Gains- 
borough in the same columns. Mr. 
Gainsborough, Editor of ‘ Art News and 
Review’ wonders ‘what would happen 
if, in reverse, Nash were asked to pass 
an opinion on the eternal preservation of 
the works of the architects and artists 
who plead so eloquently for him. ‘ These 
gloomy terraces have overshadowed the 
park for long enough... . He goes on 
to say: * Building is an act of taith in 
the future. I firmly believe that the whole 
of the Crown lands round the Park should 
be town-planned as a single unit, but | 
have sufficient faith in British architects 
and British builders to believe that they 
could create a scheme for this area as 
great as any that has come out of the 
past : 
xe w Ww 
THE ARGUMENTS here are nicely poised, 
and Mr. Gainsborough’s  view-point 
appeals to those who believe that in art 
matters we must go forward or die. The 
trouble is that it is possible that we can 
go forward and die. It is perhaps a 
measure of the architectural profession's 
failure as a whole to convince public 
opinion of its ability to produce anything 
equal in beauty to the great works of the 
past that a letter such as that signed by 
Sir William Holford and his associates 
could appear. But between the two 
extremes as exemplified in the correspon- 
dence lies a middle stream of thought 
which believes that in Britain we are 
moving vers une architecture which will 
undoubtedly be capable, when new tech- 
niques are mastered, of producing work 
on the grand scale. That time is not yet, 
if only because the effect of two sets of 
public opinion pulling in different direc- 
tions is inevitably bound to produce 
“committee design’ on a scheme of the 
stature under discussion. In 10 or I5 
years’ time, things may be different. Let 
us find a use for the Terraces until then. 


LCC’s Housing Achievement 


At Tuesday’s meeting of the London 
County Council it was reported that the 
Council has now accomplished its initial 
post-war target of providing 100,000 new 
homes. This is a noteworthy achieve- 
ment by any standards, and is equivalent, 
for example, to rehousing more than the 
entire population of Nottingham. The 
event is to be celebrated by a ceremony 
to be held at the Council’s Aboyne 
Estate, Wandsworth, ai 3 p.m. next Wed- 
nesday (October 30), when the Chairman 
of the LCC will present the key of the 
Council’s 100,000th post-war home to its 
first tenant. 

Thus in 124 years the Council have re- 
built 2,913 houses and flats completely 
destroyed by enemy action; rebuilt 7.934 
dwellings which had _ been almost 
destroyed and were uninhabitable; pro- 
vided 7,865 temporary bungalows; and 


built 81,288 new houses, flats and maison- 
ettes on estates outside as well as within 
the County boundaries. 

In their report to the 
Housing Committee state * 


Council the 
. the out- 


The Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, University 


City, Caracas. 


county programme of development is 
nearing completion and new sites inside 
the county are becoming progressively 
scarcer. The rate of progress on the 
housing programme has been restricted by 
the limitation of suitable si:es, by the 
inadequacy of the labour force and by 
shortages from time to time of vital 
building materials.’ 

Capital expenditure on LCC housing 
since the war is about £185m., and the 
Council now owns and manages a total 
of 187,818 dwellings. 

Building Over Railways 

THE Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing 
Joint Committee, on representations by 
Paddington Borough Council calling 
attention to the large area of land used by 
the British Transport Commission as 
railway sidings and coal yards, over 
which it might be possible to build with- 
out materially affecting its use for rail- 
Way purposes, recommends that the 
Commission be requested to consider the 
possibilities of the use of railway land for 
housing purposes. 

It is stated that 17 of the Committee's 
constituent councils are likely to be 
interested in the proposals, but, although 
the Joint Committee agrees that it would 
be the most suitable body to make the 
initial approach to the Commission, the 
councils are recommended to submit 
their own proposals, in view of the differ- 
ence in the areas of Jand available in 
different localities. 





C. R. Villanueva, architect. 
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Venezuelan Architecture 
PREVIOUS REFERENCE has been Made 9 
this page to the lively magazine 
produced in Spanish by the Venezuel 
Society of Architects from Avenida los 
Sdmanes 8, La Florid, 
Caracas. — The lates 
issue “at” fully maip. 
tains the standard of 
interest and_ brightnes 
noticed in earlier pum. 
bers. — Interviews with 





the Italian architec; 
Zevi and Ernesto 
Rogers have value fo; 
more than students 4 
has the _ illustrated 
analysis of the building 
for the Faculty of 
Architecture and Town 
Planning, designed }y 
Carlos Raul — Villa- 
nueva, as part of the 
University City, Cara- 
cas. Our illustration js 
of part of this building 
Some of the Latin. 
American countries, 
and notably — Brazil, 
Mexico and Venezuela, 
have a flair for the 
exciting use of reinfor- 
ced concrete, and some 
recent examples are 
shown in the present 
edition which also in- 
cludes articles on the 
Ronchamp church of 
Corbusier; on the 
artist’s part in applied 
design: and on photo- 
(See Note). graphy and the films. 
Two * New Towns’ Revisited 

THE PLANNING ForRUuM’S visit on 
October 19 provided opportunity for 
re-assessment of Welwyn and comparison 
with its ‘Twin Town’ at Hatfield. It 
was undertaken with some misgivings by 
a couple who spent their first 12 married 
years there, writes Basil Marriott, where 
the writer, as a raw architectural assist- 
ant, had previously played a small part in 
the development at a time when faith 
and a pair of gumboots were the essen- 
tial equipment for pioneers. In these 
circumstances, emotional considerations 
are apt to complicate objective judgment. 
This was not helped by forebodingly- 
forecast weather changing to one ol 
Autumn’s most beautiful stolen days. 

It can be said at once that Welwyn—or 
at least that part soberingly called by the 
Development Corporation ~* old ’—has 
settled down and is growing old more 
gracefully than at least one of its oldest 
inhabitants; but, like him, is finding its 
Green Belt rather tighter than it used to 
be. Unlike his, however, Welwyns 
expansion was more systematically envi- 
saged, though the morning tour concen- 
trating on the SE. expansion of the 
former Peartree Area at first glance sug 
gested some lopsidedness. 

This, however, was explained in the 
useful introduction by Mr. D. G. Hew- 
lings. the Chief Administrative Officer, in 
mentioning the expansion of adjacent 
small industries from some 40 to 80, not 
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to mention the * ov erspill ’ from De Havil- 
lands at Hatfield. and a proportion of 
London commuters seeking homes there. 


tt Ww w 

THE TOUR took us to a group, and into 
one, of the houses by Louis de Soissons, 
who largely shaped the Garden City and 
i; now the Corporations Consultant 
Town Planner. This showed a typically 
sensible and liveable plan, based on a 
through living-room well lit by squarish 
sashes, the elevations marked by typically 
elegant ‘handwriting * in such details as 
scalloped copper drips, and small circular 
windows with almost gothic glazing 
bars. The formula seemed to me particu- 
larly happy in green-washed brick with 
raked joints, and elsewhere any relief 
from the red brick so arbitrarily imposed 
on Welwyn’s ‘clean slate, along with its 
neo-Georgian idiom, at its inception was 
welcome. Also, this continues what had 
always been a characteristic of the Pear- 
tree or ‘artisan’ side of the railway- 
tracks—a sort of pop-art version of the 
more formal treatment on the West side. 

The most successful aspect of Welwyn, 
however, struck us as being in the 
Sherrards Park area, given over (at first 
rather tentatively) to private enterprise 
both in design and ownership. Here a 
less formal layout, and impeccable land- 
scaping almost before the word was 
invented, has ultimately paid off hand- 
somely. A view of one of the County’s 
schools there confirms how stoutly those 
excellent prototypes are resisting the 
debasement of their highly civilised 
idiom by commercial imitators. 

A brief trot up Howardsgate, down 
Parkway and round the Campus revived 
echoes of early misgivings about a layout 
rather formal and grandiose for the scale 
and use of its buildings, but time and 
tree-planting has healed, and even the 
Coronation Fountain seems on the whole 
warranted. 

nw UW Ww 

SPACE DEMANDS that the Hatfield 
development by the Hon. Lionel Brett be 
skimped here. Though without Welwyn’s 
natural advantages in siting and planting. 
or its small but precious inheritance 
from Letchworth, Hatfield seems both 
sociologically and architecturally more 
adventurous and realistic. We were par- 
licularly impressed by the curvaceous 
terrace-houses: oddly enough, they seem 
more traditional in the Regency spirit 
than Welwyn’s avowedly Georgian 
inspiration. Tea and discussion at the 
Cavendish Hall completed a thoroughly 
enjoyable, if in our case sharply nostalgic, 
day out. We were too pre-occupied with 
our own thoughts, perhaps, to pay due 
attention to younger reactions. but few 
seemed to Look Back in Anger on the 
return journey. 


Architects’ Christian Union 


THE Architects’ Christian Union, which 
waS Inaugurated in October last, year 
when a group of some 50 architects met 
at the RIBA to discuss the spiritual needs 
of the profession, held a well-attended 
meeting at the Royal Institute last week 
(October 17), when for the first time the 
meeting was open to architects and 


students outside the Union. On this occa- 
sion it was hoped to have as the guest 
speaker the Bishop of Barking, the Rt. 
Rev. Hugh R. Gough, but as he was a 
victim of influenza, his place was taken 
by the Rev. L. F. E. Wilkinson, Principal 
of Oakhill Theological College, who gave 
a most stimulating address. The chair- 
man was Mr. E. A. S. Houfe, FRIBA. 

The Union is hoping to hold quarterly 
meetings at the RIBA when well-known 
speakers will be present, or other activi- 
ties will be held. In this way it is hoped 
to provide opportunities for Christian 
architects to meet their professional col- 
leagues at the headquarters of their pro- 
fession. Over 200 architects have 
already expressed their interest in the 
movement. Further information can be 
obtained from Mr. L. G. Hemmings, 
ARIBA, 8,  Briary-gardens, Bromley, 
Kent. 
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To Study British Methods 


Mr. HuGo Navarro, director of rural 
housing and planning in the Panamanian 
Government Institute of Economic De- 
velopment, is in the UK for three months 
under British Council auspices, to see 
how Britain deals with housing problems 
both at home and in the tropics. 

He has already had talks with Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government 
officials on housing and planning, and has 
visited Stevenage and Bracknell. 

From to-day (October 25) to Novem- 
ber 14 the Architect’s Department of the 
LCC are arranging a programme of dis- 
cussions and visits. Later he will be 
studying at the Tropical Building Re- 
search Laboratory. Other visits will in- 
clude the BRS, the RIBA, the Town 


Planning Institute and several large firms 
manufacturing building materials. 


BIRMINGHAM PARISH CHURCH.—Otur illustration is of the Altar and 
reredos of the James Neale Thorne memorial chapel in Birmingham Parish 
Church, designed by George G. Pace, FSA, FRIBA. The surround of the 


reredos is in Kauri pine with parts gilded and burnished. 


The centre piece is 


gilded all over with acanthus leaves and the seven works of the medieval 

Guild of the Holy Cross are painted on top of the gilding. The seven illustrations 

of the work of the Guild were painted by H. W. Harvey. The two candlesticks 

were designed by the architect and are of bronze silver-plated ; they were 
made'by James Dixon & Sons, Ltd. 
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NATIONAL FILM THEATRE, South Bank 


Designed by : THE ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT OF THE LCC 


HUBERT BENNETT, FRIBA, Architect to the Council 

F. G. WEST, ARIBA, Deputy Architect ; D. C. H. JENKIN, FRIBA, Senior 
Architect ; K. J. CAMPBELL, ARIBA, Assistant Senior Architect ; 
NORMAN ENGLEBACK, ARIBA, JOHN ROEBUCK, ARIBA, ROBIN 
KIRTON, Project Architects 





Built by : WILSON LOVATT & SONS, Ltd. 


N Tuesday, October 15, HRH aT 

Princess Margaret opened the Das erat Longitudinal sectigy 
new National Film Theatre, South 
Bank. As previously described in The 
Builder for July 20, 1956, this consists 
of a 500-seat auditorium, a small 
theatre, club rooms and all the 
necessary accommodation: as shown 
on the plans. 


The whole building is housed 
under the south arch abutment of 
Waterloo Bridge. The position of 
the screen and the projection box 
were predetermined by the canti- Cini 
levered bridge members and_ this ‘ 
surrounding structure limited access 
to the Thames side of the vault, 
beneath the projection box. This is 
advantageous in that the bridge 
offers shelter in bad weather; also 
the dark area under the bridge 
conditions the audience to the dark 
auditorium. 

The design falls naturally into hse a 
place. The foyer beneath the small 
theatre and projection box; the 
auditorium on one floor and easily 
accessible from the club rooms and 
staff accommodation; heating, venti- 
lation and electrical intake apparatus 
situated behind the screen. 

The auditorium wall is treated with 
3 in. timber strips which are modified 
at certain points to permit absorp- 
tion over 20 per cent. of its area. 
The floor is carpeted, and the canopy 
of reflecting hard plaster will contri- 
bute to a lorger reverberation time 
than is normally found in the 
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cinema. Tests have not been com- | 
pleted, but the following figures were 
originally calculated: | | 
Volume per seat: 150 cub. ft. fia 
Reverberation times: \ 
125 c.p.s.—1.3 sec. 


500 c.p.s.—1.0 sec. 
2,000 c.p.s.—0.94 sec. 
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View of main auditorium 





The National Film Theatre, South Bank 





Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 

J. Jeffreys and Co., heating: Trough- 
| ton and Young, Ltd., lighting and 
electrical; Geo. Pauling, Ltd., steel- 

ee work; F. G. Lewis, Ltd., hand- 


railing: The Lettering Centre, signs 
and lettering: Rely-A-Beil, bur- 
glar’s shutters: David Esdaile and 
Co., fibrous plaster; Wilkes Berger 
Eng. Co., ironmongery: H. Ziman, 
Lid., architectural metalwork: 
South Coast Concrete Co., pre-cast 
concrete: G.B. Kalee, projection 
equipment, carpet and cinema 
screens: London Sand Blast Dec. 
Glass Works, Ltd., decorative 
glasswork; Jaconello, Ltd., marble 
flooring: Durasteel, Ltd., fireproof 
panelling in projection suite; Stew- 
art and Gray, vitreous enamel ex- 
| ternal cladding: John Dale, Ltd., 
acoustic cladding: J. Jeffreys, Ltd., 
power ventilation; The Automatic 
Sprinkler Co., sprinklers; Rae Stage 
Equipment, stage equipment: and 
Deans Blinds (Putney), Ltd., blinds. 
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MULTI-STOREY HOUSING on the Wychall Farm Esta, 


THE BUII 


King 














View from south end of Chaddesiey-road 






ES eight storey block 
Yh six storey block 


EES stores ana garages 
EZ] boiler house 
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King’s Norton, for the City of Birmingham 
A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, MA, BArch, FRIBA, DistTP, City Architect 


J. R. SHERIDAN- 
SHEDDEN, DipArch (Car- 
diff), FRIBA, Deputy City 
Architect 


H. E. BUTEUX, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, Principal Architect 
(Housing) 


H. H. E. LEA, DipArch 
(Leeds), ARIBA, Architect 
in Charge 





In association with the 
Architectural Department: 
Wates, Ltd. (K. W. Bland, 
ARIBA, Chief Architect} 


Structural Consultant: 
W.V. ZINN, MConsE, BSc 


Builders: WATES, Ltd. 


Site Agent: G. H. WRIGHT 





View showing 8-storey south block 
with 6-storey block in foreground 


HIS SCHEME OF FLATS is the result of pre-contract collabora- 
tion in which the City Architect’s designs were analysed and the 











layout of all services determined with the departments concerned, > oc 1 

while agreed modifications to suit the contractors’ techniques of oe 
prefabrication and mechanical handling were incorporated by them pcp in 7 

in the final drawings. One result has been that it is expected that hions | 31 FS 

the work will be completed six months ahead of the two-year tT} 








scheduled programme. 


WYCHALL FARM ESTATE IS ONE OF A 
series of high-density infill housing 
projects in outlying areas of the city 
now under construction for the City of 
Birmingham. It occupies a narrow but 
pleasant site of 5.67 acres running north 
and south and flanked on its long 
eastern side by King’s Norton Golf 
Course. 

The estate is being developed at a nett 
density of 36 dwellings per acre to 
provide 204 dwel!.igs in two eight- 
Storey blocks of flats of Y-shaped plan 
and four blocks of six-storey balcony- 
access maisonettes, all these buildings 
being set obliquely across the site to 
allow the tenants maximum views “ 
across permanent open space. The flats 
are planned with six dwellings on every 
floor, each block containing 32 two- oe 
bedroom and 16 one-bedroom B70 i 
dwellings, while the maisonettes, 27 per ses ° 
block, are all three bedroom types. s 

One of the modifications rising from a 
the collaboration between architects L —* 
and contractors is seen in the maison- 








UPPER FLOOR PLAN scole hm - . - aj of feet 
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ette blocks where, for continuity of 
mechanical handling, the dwellings are 
planned in continuous rows with the 
Staircase and lift units to each block in 
a separate tower. 

Construction. The flats are built on 
a_ reinforced concrete frame with 
external cladding of storey-high precast 
concrete panels, except for the gable 
walls which are faced with a 43 in. 
brick skin. The galvanised steel windows 
are incorporated in the panels. 

Acoustic party wall infilling between 
columns consists of dense concrete 
blocks in two 3 in. skins separated by a 
4in. cavity. Sin. reinforced concrete 
floors with glass quilt insulation are 
finished throughout with thermoplastic 
tiles, while the built-up roofing at 
12} deg. pitch on wood-wool slabs is 
supported on reinforced concrete bearer 
beams and timber trusses. 

The maisonettes are in framed cross- 
wall construction, based on a 15 ft. 
module. Here timber upper floors to 
the dwellings are provided, the joist 
ends being housed into notches in the 
precast floor beams in the party walls. 

Services. Full central heating, which 
includes heating to drying cupboards is 
incorporated, so designed as to allow 
individual tenant control in all dwel- 
lings; this is supplied from three oil- 
fired boilers in a separate boiler house. 

Cost. Outbuildings containing 25 
garages and 126 tenants’ stores com- 
plete the scheme for which the contract 
figure is £485,141 19s. 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 


Heating, David F. Wiseman and Sons, Ltd.: 
plumbing, David F. Wiseman and Sons, Ltd.; 
electrical installation, F. H. Wheeler and Co., 
Ltd.; lifts, Keighley Lifts, Ltd.; metal 
windows, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd.: 
balustrading, Bigwood Bros. (Birmingham), 
Ltd.: plastering, J. Comer: and decorating, 
T. E. Cundy and Son, Ltd. 


6-storey maisonettes block 
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PROD UCTI VITY AND PRICES Wii Bank rate at 7 per cent, it is 


: more interesting to look forward to 
= - , the future of building activity than back at 
nV ‘The Builder’ Quarterly Analysis of Trends its past. Briefly, sai eg building 
work changed very little between the first 
— Specially prepared for * The Builder’ by Professor C. F,. Carter, Pro- and second quarters of 1957—an unusual 
jessor of Applied Economics, the Queen's University, Beljast, and a former stability, partly accounted for by the fact 
member of the Girdwood Committee on the Cost of Housing, from that the first quarter's output was high for 
a statisties kindly supplied by the Ministry of Works (Statistical branch). a winter quarter. New non-housing work 
unit just managed to beat its own record by 

Taste A~OUTPUT OF THE BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRY IN attaining £193m. at 1955 prices, as com- 


GREAT BRITAIN (excluding direct work of Public Authorities) pared with £192m. in the last quarter of 
1956. Housing work was slightly below 











that for the corresponding quarter of 












































| i | Values at 1955 average prices ! my 1955 (averages) 1955 or 1956: so also was repair and main- 
=z al || 1} (constant prices) as es mk CC 2 | h | 
value of || | tenance work. Consequently the tota 
| gross || Gross Net Input of || Materials Net volume of building work was apparently 
| output |} output output materials || Gross input per | Output per slightly less than a year earlier. The 
| Fas output maii- man- labour force had also fallen slightly, the 
miveaens | £mn. || £mn. £mn. _ £mn. ie month month fall being concentrated on housing work; 
1 ay ee but the rise in net output per man-month 
oe — ion __ had occurred in earlier quarters, and there 
1955 137 137 62 76 100 i00 100 is no assurance that productivity is still 

1956 I 130 127 59 68 93 96 101 rising. 

II 147 140 61 79 102 108 103 In the second quarter house-building 
wha I 147 139 61 78 102 109 105 ‘starts’ managed to exceed completions, 
oe a + be se 61 78 10! 112 107 but this is usual in the spring. Educational 

1957 T 143 136 b= fe. = brs Ha. building was still rising, and the first- 
z eat es ae oie Se quarter fall in industrial building 
TaBLE 2—New non-housing work approvals’ was followed by a modest 
i : _ recovery in the second quarter. The 
1955 155 155 73 82 100 100 100 statistics relating to industrial buildings 
1956 I 167 163 78 85 105 99 102 actually started still limp nine months 
siad Conse I 199 191 88 103 123 112 108 behind, and only provisional figures for 
c o = 190 20 100 123 106 107 the end of 1956 are known. 
yo BE Rg tape tog tag Tn Table B it must be emphasised that 
ll 212 193 90 103 125 108 107 the last line of price indices, for the third 
quarter of 1957, are my estimates and not 
TABLE 3—Repair and maintenance work those of the Ministry of Works. They 
1955 9? 92 64 28 100 100 100 are not, however, pure guess-work, since 
Gad cones 1956 | 94 9] 61 30 100 113 102 several of the figures are in fact known 
: 1 100 92 64 28 101 101 100 for two months of the quarter. Retail 
Ill 103 94 65 29 102 103 100 prices went up sharply in June and July, 
IV 102 95 64 31 104 115 102 and may now have flattened out for a short 
1957 | 99 91 62 29 99 106 101 period. The wage index shows the effect 
_ II 100 89 62 27 97 101 100 of the May increase. The materials price 
— indices have in effect been almost constant 
TaBLe 4—All building and civil engineering work during 1957, though a rise in August 
— | 1955 384 384 199 136. +~~CWWO 100 100 suggests that stability has now ended. 
rer 1956 | 391 381 198 183 100 101 102 The effect of these changes on the output 
—— I 446 423 213 210 110 110 104 price indices for a third quarter which is 
le !/37 Ill 450 423 216 207 110 107 105 aiready in the past can be guessed as shown 
ae IV 447 426 215 211 111 111 106 in the table—an edging upwards by a 
1957 | 436 412 213 199 107 107 107 further point. But the future trend of 
_ "| ee 418 213 205 109 110 106 building prices depends on much bigger 
hae Sa ee questions. With a falling load of work on 
FEE : A the industry, which will be the stronger— 
Taste B—PRICE COMPARISONS the loss of productivity (due in part to men 
Index numbers (1955 First Quarter — 100) of the prices of: ‘going slow,’ but in part to the lower 
nS (ilcienes of a siren cere On worm, 
Output price indices: iit the possible fall in materials prices, due to 
All Materials | Building New Pocono lower demand; or the cutting of builders’ 
building for ~— labour | All__| Hous- | non- ‘wholesale’. Retail ™@rgins, in the struggle to obtain business ° 
ing, materials | housing per man-  build- ing housing price prices A fall in materials prices does not seem 
? hour ing work work index very likely. The producing industries are 
’ 1959 = well organised, and able to resist com- 
1953 - = = 98 100 98 100 93 petitive price-cutting; where there might 
| 1954 97 pe a a = 37 98 6 be a real gain, e.g., by a fall in prices of 
98 98 98 > -ferrous metals, one is forced 
1955 I 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 io Sao ee 

I 101 101 105 103 103 103 101 101 to conclude that most of the gain has 

il 103 103 106 104 104 105 102 193 already been obtained. As for the other 

IV 104 104 107 105 105 105 103 105 two factors, it is reasonable to suppose 

1956 | 105 105 107 106 105 105 105 106 that a small fall in the volume of output 

II 105 105 114 109 107 107 106 108 might be associated with such a fall in 

os os 107° 115 110 107 108 107 107 _—_ productivity that output prices would rise 

1957 | 100 reed re oe i He pt ree —or at least try to rise in the initial 

TT 108 109 119 112 108 il se a period; but a big fall would be associated 

ll 109 109 120 113 108 112 110 112 with unemployment, bankruptcies among 
RS eae - small builders, and price-cutting. 

In botn tables figures in bold type have been changed or added since last quarter. Before the Bank-rate change, the Board 
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of Trade’s capital expenditure surveys were 
showing an expected fall in ( 
expenditure on building work, with a 
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tendency for the estimates to be revised 
downwards. For the first half of 1957 the 
actual expenditure was estimated at 5 per 
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cent above that for the first half of 1956. 
but for the whole year the expenditure Was 
forecast as 10 per cent lower, which Sug. 
gets a fall of great sharpness in the second 
half-year. For 1958 the first estimate js 
9 per cent below 1957, or nearly a fifth 
lower than in 1956. These figures are fa, 
from reliable, but they certainly show that 
despite a lot of work in the pipeline 
industrial building is past its peak. By 
new non-housing work other than fo, 
manufacturing industry—e.g., for roads 
railways, and nuclear power—is pre- 
sumably rising. 

There is no doubt of the effect of g 
7 per cent Bank rate on housing expendi- 
ture; the air already resounds with the 
protestations of local councils that their 
housing programmes will be halted. Past 
experience suggests that the effect is not 
usually as drastic as is feared at first, but 
a period of high interest rates of unknown 
duration is no time for embarking on large 
new schemes. A good deal of amenity 
building may also be postponed. The 
effect on public investment will come, not 
only from high interest rates, but from the 
expressed (though vague) intention to limit 
the public capital programmes by direct 
rationing. 

The change in Bank rate was probably 
unavoidable, given the threat to sterling; 
but one cannot help observing again what 
an extraordinarily crude instrument it is in 
its effect on the building industry. Unless 
counteracting measures are taken, it will 
achieve its maximum effect, not now, but 
one or two years ahead; indeed, the present 
falling off of industrial building can be 
regarded as the effect of the changes of 
plans achieved last time the Government 
was trying to make money tight and dear. 
Whether the effect achieved in two years 
time will be what the economy needs in 
two years’ time is anybody’s guess. In the 
meantime, observers of the statistics may 
find some melancholy interest in finding 
out whether a cut in the work load makes 
productivity go up or down. 


FIRM PRICE TENDERING 
* Pre-planning Essential,’ says 
National President 

Mr. LEONARD WALDEN, Nationa! Presi- 
dent, speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Yorkshire Federation of Building Trades 
Employers at Doncaster, on October 18. 
said: ‘The policy of firm price tendering 
cannot possibly be successful unless there 
is full pre-planning 

‘The blaine for any failure on this score 
would rest not upon contractors, but upon 
building owners and their professional 
advisers. 1 would remind them that it has 
been officially stated by the Ministry ol 
Works that full pre-planning is as essential 
a part of the policy as a fixed price.’ 
LCC Postpones Building Scheme 

The Supplies Committee of the London 
County Council has decided that the invita- 
tion of tenders for the erection of the pro- 
posed new depot at Camborn2-road, Wands- 
worth, designed to replace threz other 
depots and reduce annual operational costs 
by £45,000, must be postponed until the 
financial situation improves. The estimated 
cost of the new depot was £519,000. 
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go REDEVELOPMENT of Lambeth Wyke, SW 


d makes 








- for Church Army Housing, Ltd. 
says 
Architect : ALISTER MacDONALD, FRIBA 
i! Presi- 
+ of the 
- Trades 
ober 18. 
endering 
ss there 


Assistant Architect : D. K. COMPTON, ARIBA 
Quantity Surveyors : FRANK N. FALKNER & Partners 


Consulting Engineer : H. IDRYS HUGHES, MEng., MICE, MlStructE 





his score 

palbsoit Builder : JOSEPH CARTWRIGHT, Ltd. 

at i has \ 

pede seincadiaans scale 13750 HE complete scheme will provide 84 flats in four blocks, three of which 
are finished and occupied and the fourth now under construction. On 
pme completion of block D it is hoped to lay out the site with planting. and to 
rm erect a small number of garages for letting to tenants. 

the pro- Except for part of block D, which is three-storeyed, all blocks are of four- 
— storeys, the maximum number of floors desirable without lifts. 

ral costs Block A contains 16 two-bedroom flats with internal staircases each serving 
rede two flats per floor. Block B contains 27 one-bedroom flats with external 


0. balcony access on the upper floors and six two-bedroom flats at ground level. 
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Housing, Lambeth Wyke 
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Block C contains 18  bed- 
sitting-room flats on the upper 
floors with external balcony 
access and three three-bed- 
room flats entered directly from 
the street. 

Block D will consist of 14 
three-bedroom flats with in- 
ternal staircase access. This 
arrangement is designed to 
accommodate tenants varying 
from a single person to a family 
of five. 

A bomb crater existed under 
the site of block A and a large 
LCC sewer under block C, 
which the foundations were 
therefore designed to bridge. 
Apart from these difficulties 
normal strip foundation de- 
sign applied. 

Due to the differing accom- 
modation requirements in each 
block and the planning thereof, 
the structure varies. Block A 
has load-bearing — brickwork, 
134 in. external walls, 9 in. 
spine wall, with in-situ  rein- 
forced concrete floors and roof. 
Block B is of reinforced con- 
crete box frame construction. 
Block C is a composite struc- 
ture with 9 in. brick cross walls. 
and one long wall of 134 in. 
brickwork, the other long wall 
consisting of panel walls car- 
ried on r.c. long beams span- 
ning between cross walls and 
carrying cantilevered access bal- 
conies; floors and roofs are of 
reinforced concrete poured in 
situ. 

The external escape stair 
to block C is of reinforced 
concrete construction, — the 
treads being cantilevered from 
a central spine wall faced with 
faience tiling in blue and 
green. End walls of block B 
are 8 in. thick in-situ concrete 
faced with 44 in. brick bonded 
in. Panel walls to blocks B 
and C consist of 2 in. cellular 
block inner leaf, 2 in. cavity 
and 44 in. outer leaf of brick- 
work. External brickwork is 
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‘d- in three colours: Brunswick 

er brown sandfaced, golden rustic 

ny wirecuts and flint facings; in 

d- addition pattern has been intro- 

m duced by the use of projecting 
headers of blue engineering 

14 bricks. 

- | All roofs are flat and covered 

iis with three layers bitumastic 

to felt, mineral finish. Standard 

ng metal windows in wood sub- 

ily | frames are used throughout, 

except in the bridge connecting 

ler blocks B and C, for which 

ge | special metal frames were de- 

C, signed incorporating — sheet 

Te metal facing panels. 

‘a Noise insulation between 

<i flats is provided horizontally 

e- by lightweight floor screeds, 
and vertically by 9 in. solid 

n- brick walls or 6 in. reinforced 

ch concrete walls with | in. Gypk- 

of, lith permanent shuttering both 

A sides. Internal partitions are 

k, 2 in. Broad-Acheson blocks. 

Balconies are paved with 

| quarry tiles and staircases have 

of. nr 

a granolithic finish. Inside flats 
the floor finish is of domestic 

grade wood block except for 

“4 kitchens, bathrooms and w.c.’s 

which have Semastic tiling. 

il Family flats (two and three- 

re bedrooms) have open fires 

n- 

External escape stair and refuse chute of 

nd block C 
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Housing, Lambeth Wyke 
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SECTION THRO BLOCK B 


in the living-room fitted with | 
Sutton continuous-burning 
grates and Eagle back boilers; 

for domestic hot water during 

summer months a gas water 
circulator is provided. 


One-bedroom flats and bed- 
sitters have Ascot multi-point 
water heaters, and the living- 
rooms are heated by fitted 
Vecta beam gas fires. Gas 
drying cabinets are provided in 
all kitchens. Plumbing is in 
copper. The electrical installa- 
tion is in screwed conduit, with 
plug points for bedroom heat- 
ing. 


Block C, internal face 
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SECTION THRO BLOCK C 


A radio relay system was 
fitted, with plug-in points in 
the living-room of each flat 
wired to one main aerial per 
block. 

The standard RIBA Form 
with quantities was used and 
the contract sum was £124,252, 
for blocks A, B and C, com- 
prising a total of 70 flats of 
varying sizes. Block D_ is 
treated as an extension of the 
contract and priced on the 
schedule of rates plus a_per- 
centage increase for rising costs 
since the original tender. 





The link between block B on the left 
and block C on the right showing 
the staircase tower and refuse chutes 


Housing, Lambeth Wyke 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Fireplaces and sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; insulating partition 
blocks and refuse chutes, Broads Mnfg. Co., Ltd.; external tiling, Carter and Sons 
(London), Ltd.; metal windows, balustrades and refuse chamber doors, James 
Gibbons, Ltd.; bricks, Hall and Co., Ltd.; kitchen fittings (EJMA), E. and H. 
Grace, Ltd.; wood blocks and semastic flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd.; electrical 
installation, London Electricity Board; gas installation and fittings, South-Eastern 
Gas Board; ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; external paving, Noelite, Ltd., 
lightning conductors, R. C. Cutting and Co., Ltd.; aerial and radio installation; 
British Relay Wireless, Ltd. 


Fal 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Representation of Salaried 
Architects and the Structure 
of the Profession 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIRI enclose a letter which a number 
of colleagues and myself have 
addressed on October 17 to the Secretary 
for Professional Relations, Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects, in reply to the 
*open letter to} members in Local 
Authorities from the Chairman of the 
ad hoc Committee on Representation of 
Salaried Architects and Structure of the 
Profession. 
I should be 
publish this. 


Victor G. BARTHOLOMEW 
[ARIBA, ARICS]. 


29, Rushmoor-crescent, 

Shooters Hill, SE18. 

COPY OF LETTER 

As soME of the Local Authority Archi- 
tects to whom the open letter published 
by the RIBA was addressed, we welcome 
the opportunity of making the following 
observations in reply. 

In our particular case membership of a 
recognised * organisation’ is a condition of 
employment, and in our view the most 
appropriate organisation open to us at 
present covers far too wide a range of 
employees to serve the specific needs of a 
minority of professional members. We 
would, therefore, welcome the formation of 
an association catering either for the interest 
of architects alone or for professional Local 
Government Officers as a whole. 

Before deciding on which would be the 
better proposition, information on the fol- 
lowing points appears essential: 

1. What would be the estimated poten- 
tial membership of an association of 
salaried architects and assistants? 

2. Have any other comparable bodies 
been formed consisting of only one pro- 
fession (excluding medical)? What size 
membership have they and what benefits 
have they obtained? 

3. Have other comparable bodies been 
formed consisting of more than one pro- 
fession in the same organisation and how 
successful have they been? 

4. What is the professional membership 
of NALGO? 

5. What contribution, if any, is envis- 
aged? 

6. Was any information relevant to the 
above questions obtained from the recent 
RIBA questionnaire? 

Referring to the text of the * open letter,’ 
we find ourselves seriously at variance with 
the ad hoc Committee’s opinion that ‘the 
lack of an effective pressure group is not 
at the root of the problems they have been 
asked to examine.’ The formation of a 
pressure group, such as enjoyed by the 
medical profession, is precisely what the 
Committee should have been asked to con- 
sider; it should not, as you so rightly infer, 
be envisaged as one which should adopt 
the big-stick methods of certain powerful 
unions. Nevertheless, it should be able to 
wield its influence at least as effectively 

Two further points arise from your letter. 
First, that we have no reason to believe 
that the Local Government negotiating 
machinery is undergoing reformation. 


pleased if you would 


é Published in The Builder of September 20. 
-Ep. 


Second, that while it may be true that the 
County, City and Borough Architects’ Asso- 
ciation incidentally looks after the interests 
of deputies, deputy architects are not in fact 
included in its membership. It would be 
interesting to know the reasons why this 
Association cannot be extended = and 
developed. 

If the suggested formation of the profes- 
sional body such as envisaged by the 
Committee is accepted, and we think that 
it ought to be, there seems to us to be 
two possible approaches, both based on the 
assumption that Local Government archi- 
tects alone would be numerically insufficient 
to obtain effective recognition as a negotiat- 
ing body. These two approaches are: 

(a) That the Association incorporates 
architects in both Local Government ser- 
vice and in private practice. 

(b) An amalgamation of all professions 
employed by Local Government into one 
representative association, constituted so 
as to preserve the identity of each pro- 
fession. This, to us, would seem the 
more likely to achieve the desired results. 
In conclusion, we hope that the consulta- 

tion with the RIBA members concerned 
initiated by the open letter will be continued 
throughout the formative stages of the 
desired organisation. 

SIGNED: Victor G. BARTHOLOMEW (A). 
ARICS, AMTPI, B. R. S. DaLTON (A), ALAN 
DickeNS (A), AMTPI, BRIAN J. HADLAND 
{A}, AMTPI, Noe J. Hatt (A), J. D. Humi 
(A), C. A. Hunt (L), KENNETH G. JONES 
(A), AMTPI, G. F. STANLEY (A) and Jack 
WHITTLE (A), AMTPI. 


Building: British and USA 
Methods Compared 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR. -It was a delight to read Sir 

_Alfred Bossom’s letter on the above 
subject in your issue of October 18. 

Sir Alfred pointed out that one of 
the first causes of the British building 
industry not getting as good results as 
American is that the British architects 
and contractors do not insist that owners 


AcanfHos — 


‘I’m wondering where Lord 
Hailsham keeps his Build- 
ing Control secrets |” 
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should make up their minds complete] 
before any work is undertaken, Ma Y 
ask, who is to be blamed for this? Jg it 
the client, the architect or the contracton) 
Surely, I should say, it is the architect 
The purpose of the client employing an 
architect is not only to design a buildin 
but to advise him on_ his proposale 
Surely the architect knows better than 
the client as to what is good and what is 
bad in a design! He should be able to 
come to a good decision with the client 
before embarking on the detailed draw- 
ings, and, if possible, call in a builder at 
this stage to ask for his opinion on cer- 
tain matters. From what I have read, | 
think this is the procedure adopted ‘a 
America. 

What is wrong with most architects jp 
this country, in my opinion, is that they do 
not want to lose the job given them by 
clients through their insistent advice; they 
tend to leave things till a later stage when 
the clients themselves can see how unsuit- 
able are their own ideas. At this stage, the 
architect forgets that he has not. only 
wasted his own time and that of the men 
in the drawing office, but a great deal of the 
contractors time spent in studying and 
planning how the work will be carried out, 
not to mention the quantity surveyor’s time 
taking-off what 1 could call * imaginary 
drawings.” 

I cannot blame some contractors much 
for undertaking to commence a job for 
which they have not got a complete draw- 
ing: perhaps a contractor has got only 
a few jobs in hand and in order to keep his 
good men going agrees to start on this new 
one knowing well that he would make up 
his time and money lost by means of varia- 
tions and dayworks. But one thing the 
contractor forgets is that the time spent by 
his men in going through the variations with 
the surveyor for pricing during and after 
the job is completed could have been pro- 
fitably used on another new job. 

There is no doubt that Sir Alfred 
Bossom has had very good experience in 
the building industry outside his own coun- 
try. Let him advise his fellow architects 
and possibly the Ministry of Works advisory 
council on the best way of saving the good 
name of the British building industry. 

At this juncture. let me say that the con- 
tractors should not stand aloof and expect 
the mountain to come to Mohammed. If 
the architects are shy to take a first step on 
this matter, let the builders be bold and 
bring pressure to bear on the architects not 
only for the saving of the client’s money, 
but for the betterment of the British build- 
ing industry. 

F. I. OsiKoya, 


39, Offley-road, SW9. 


Building Research in Canada 
To the Editor of The Builder 
‘IR,—The leading article in the issue of § 
October 18, commenting on Building | 
Research in Canada, emphasises the 
rather sad state of affairs in our own 
country with regard to the lack of liaison 
between the Building Inspectorate and 
our excellent Building —_ Research 
organisation. 

Whilst there is some contact between 
the two bodies, and the Research Station 
is always more than willing to help, the 
contacts are generally limited to odd 
individual cases, for the most part arising 
when some emergency has already 
occurred. The fault, strangely enough 
lies not with the people intimately ¢o® 
cerned but rather with the higher govell- 











naginary 


rs much 
job for 
te draw- 
got only 
<eep his 
this new 
make up 
of varia- 
thing the 
spent by 
tions with 
and after 
been pro- 


ir Alfred 
erience in 
own coun- 
architects 
s advisory 
g the good 
stry. 
at the con- 
and expect 
immed. If 
irst step on 
bold and 
chitects not 
nt’s money, 
ritish build- 


)SIKOYA, 


‘anada 


uilder 

the issue of 
on Building 
asises the 


' 


n our ow! 
*k of liaison | 


ctorate and 
Research 


act between 
arch Station 
to help, the 
ited to 0 

t part arising 
has already 


gely enough 
timately con 
igher gover 


























THE BUILDER October 25 1957 


ing bodies who have failed to set up the 
necessary machinery. 

Your article implied that borough sur- 
veyors are at fault in not making use of 
research work in building, but in fairness 
to these officers it must be pointed out 
that they are fully occupied with town 
planning and highways and sewerage 
works, matters in which they are well to 
the fore. ; 

It would appear that the weakness in 
this country is the lack of a prope 
organisation representing Municipal 
Building Surveyors and Inspectors—the 
officers actively concerned with building 
control—together with the failure of the 
Government Department concerned with 
the making of building by-laws to set up 
the necessary machinery for effective 
liaison. 

You have spotlighted the obvious need; 
it is now up to the Building Inspectorate 
of the country to make their attempt to 
create an effective liaison between build- 
ing research and building control and | 
look forward to reading views of other 
surveyors and inspectors who are actively 
concerned in this matter. 

F. D. Enrwisce, ARICS, ATAS, 
AMIStructE, AMIMunE, Member 
of IAAS Municipal Building 

Surveyors Committee. 

Sheffield. 

25 Years Ago 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR—In a recent local publication 

there was displayed a photograph of 

a presentation of a gold watch to one of 

our general labourers who had been in 
our employ continuously for 25 years. 

This presentation caused me to reflect 
over the years in connection with building 
rates, as when this employee commenced 
with us, labourers received 9d. per hour 
and craftsmen Is. 4d. per hour, and the 
only mechanical device in use was a con- 
crete mixer; yet in spite of all the work 
done by hand we were able to build a 
three-bedroom house for £300 and even 
a four-bedroom house for £375. 

The question | have asked myself is: 
Have we increased our productivity pro- 
portionately? The answer should be 
obvious to any casual observer. I per- 
sonally believe it is the lack of competi- 
tion and the spirit of service which were 
more manifest in those days—each 
according to his ability. If only the 
employers had borne some of the in- 
creases how much better the situation 
would be to-day instead of wages chasing 
the cost of living, which is a suicidal 
policy for everyone. f might add that 
the early years were my most successful 
and happiest ones, and now in recent 
years that I have had the good fortune 
to have my sons with me. we are still 
endeavouring in spite of the ever increas- 
Ing spiral in costs to retain the status quo. 

Davip Nort. 

Rear of 102, Icknield-road, 

Luton, Beds. 


Change of Address 


THE borough architect's department of 


Dudley has now moved its offices to 5, 


Ednam-road, Dudley. The telephone 
number remains unaltered Dudley 4493. 


News of the Week 


‘Tyranny at Edmonton’ 


TINHE — Socialist-controlled Edmonton 

Council decided, on Tuesday even- 
ing, to continue its closed shop policy 
afier discussing an appeal by the 
Engineers’ Guild for _ professional 
engineers employed by the council to be 
exempt from compulsory trade union 
membership. Cllr. Eric Smythe said: ‘We 
are not prepared to abandon what we 
regard as a major principle of employ- 
ment in this country.’ 


Revised RIBA Syllabuses 


THE RIBA CouncIL, on the recommen- 
dation of the Board of Architectural 
Education, have approved a_ revised 
syllabus for the RIBA _ Intermediate 
Examination, which will come _ into 
operation on November 1, 1960. They 
have also approved a revised syllabus for 
the Final and Special Final Examinations 
to come into operation on November 1, 
1962. 

A memorandum showing how the new 
regulations and syllabuses differ from 
those at present in use has been prepared. 
Copies of the explanatory memorandum, 
of the revised syllabuses and specimen 
examination question papers, and of the 
revised memoranda for the guidance of 
those preparing for the examinations can 
be obtained on application to the Royal 
Institute, 66, Portland-place, London, 
WI. A revised list of books recommen- 
ded for study is being prepared based on 
the new syllabuses. A separate announce- 
ment will be made regarding the date on 
which the list will be available. 

Attention is specially called also to the 
fact that the Council of the Royal 
Institute have asked the Board of 


PRESENTATION TO MR. GERDES.— 
Our picture shows Mr. S. R. Gerdes, MBE, 
Secretary of the Southern Counties Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, being 
presented with a Frodsham clock by Mr. 
Peter Lovell, President of the Federation, 
at the Autumn General Meeting lunch in 
London on October 18. The occasion marked 
Mr. Gerdes’ 25th year of service to the 
Federation 


Architectural Education to consider the 
co-ordination of the RIBA examination 
system with the examination systems in 
Operation in the various parts of the 
British Commonwealth. It is possible, 
therefore, that some re-arrangement of 
the revised syllabuses may become 
necessary as the result of the negotiations 
with the Allied Societies in the 
Commonwealth. 


Memorial Window to Dr. Eeles 


On October 17, in Selworthy Church, 
Somerset, a stained glass window was 
dedicated in memory of Dr. Francis C. 
Eeles, OBE, D.Litt, LLD (1876-1954). It 
was here that, as a boy watching the 
masons at work on the restoration in 
1887, Dr. Eeles first turned his interest 
to the preservation of churches and the 





COMING 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26. 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS (LIVERPOOL AND 
District CENTRE} Licentiate Discussion Club. 
Visit to site at Eldon-st., Birkenhead. 2.30 p.m. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 28. 

THe Moputar Society, Limirep.—’ Practical 
Selection of Modular Sizes for Components.’ 
By A. Williams, AADip], ARIBA. Royal Society 
of Arts, 6, John Adam-st., WC2. 7.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED SALES MANAGERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

One-day Conference on European Free Trade 
Area proposals. oyal Festival Hall, SEI. 
9.30 a.m. 

UNIVERSITY OF Lonpon.——* Contemporary 
Architecture in Italy.’ By Dr. Vittoria Borachia. 
University College, Gower-st.. WC1. 5.30 p.m. 
Second lecture on October 29. 

LMBA.—Presentation of medals for 1957 by 
the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, 
Viscount Kilmuir. GCVO. Fishmongers’ Hall, 
London Bridge, EC4. 3 p.m. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29. 

Tite Fireerace Makers’ ASSOCIATION. 
Annual dinner and dance. Trocadero Restau- 
rant, Piccadilly Circus, Wl. 7 p.m. 

RIBA.— Problems of Building on 
Ground.’ By D. E. E. Gibson, CBE, 
66. Portland-pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30. 

IAAS.—London and Home Counties Branch 
October luncheon. Grosvenor House, WI. 1 p.m. 

LMBA.—Display of Technical films. Confer- 
ence Hall, Royal Empire Society, Northumber- 
land-pl., WC2. 4.30 p.m. 


Moving 
ARIBA. 


EVENTS 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31. 

RICS JUNIOR ORGANISATION.—Messrs. O. S. 
Chesterton and Guy Biscoe on * Party Walls— 
You and your next door Neighbour.’ 12, Great 
George-st., Wl. 5$.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECcO- 
RATORS AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS.—* Interior 


Design Review.” By G. Goulden, ARIBA. 13, 
Portman-sq.,. Wl. 7 p.m. 


COMBUSTION ENGINEERING ASSOCIATION. 
(MIDLAND REGION).— Future Developments in 
Steam Generators.’ By Cameron, 
MIMechE. ‘* Recent Developments in Space 
Heating.” By J. R. Kell, MIMechE. Queen's 
Hotel, Birmingham. 10.30 a.m. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1. 


RICS, JuNtoR ORGANISATION.—Annual dinner. 
Skinners’ Hall, Dowgate Hill, EC4. 7 p.m. 

CENTRAI CouNcIL FOR THE CARE OF 
CHURCHES.—Post-war church buildings exhibi- 
tion. City Museum, Bristol. Continuing until 
November 20. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ GOLFING SOCIETY. 

8th Annual Dinner. The Savoy Hotel, WC2. 
7.45 p.m. 

RoyaL INSTITUTION OF GREAT BRITAIN.— 
*Clean Air—What We Know and What We Do 
Not Know.’ By Sir Hugh Beaver, KBE. 21, 
Albemarle-st., Wl. 9 p.m. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2. 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS (BRIGHTON AND Dis- 
TRICT CENTRE). Licentiate Discussion Club. 
First annual dinner. Royal Pavilion Hotel, 
Castle-sq.. Brighton 1. 7 p.m. 
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care of the treasures they contain. 

The window, by Mr. Christopher 
Webb, was given by members of the 
Central Council for the Care of Churches, 
of the Diocesan Advisory Committees, 
and of the Cathedral Advisory Commit- 
tee, of which Dr. Eeles was a founder He 
was Secretary of the Central Council for 
33 years, until his death.. The window 
was presented for dedication in their 
name by the Dean of Gloucester, Chair- 
man of the Central Council, to the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells. 

In his memorial sermon, the Bishop 
spoke of Dr. Eeles’ lifelong concern for 
the promotion of liturgical studies as 
Secretary for many years of the Henry 
Bradshaw Society; for the reverent and 
accurate presentation of the services of 
the Church of England as Honorary 
Secretary and member of the Council of 
the Alcuin Club. 


Colleutt Tower Report 


THE TREASURY has now received the 
report of experts on the practicability of 
preserving the 287-ft. tower designed by 
Collcutt, of the Imperial Institute, 
Kensington. The Daily Telegraph, 
reporting this, states that the Treasury, 
while refusing to disclose what is the ex- 
perts’ verdict, has said that further 
inquiries are being made. 


LMBA Apprenticeship Medals 


Tue Lord Chancellor, Viscount Kil- 
muir, is to present the LMBA medals for 
1957 on October 28. The Lord Mayor, 
Alderman Sir Cullum Welch, will preside 
at the presentation which takes place at 
Fishmongers Hall, London Bridge, EC4. 
The medals are presented annually to 
successful candidates in the City and 
Guilds of London Institute examinations 
on building subjects, silver for the final 
and bronze for the intermediate examina- 
tions, 


Leverhulme Research Awards, 1958 


APPLICATION is invited for Leverhulme 
Fellowships and Grants in aid of research. 
These awards are intended for senior 
workers of established position and are 
limited to British-born subjects normally 
resident in the United Kingdom. 

The duration of the awards does not 
extend over more than two years or less 
than three months and the amount de- 
pends on the nature of the research and 
the circumstances of the applicant. 
Details, from the Secretary, Leverhulme 
Research Awards, St. Bridget’s House, 


Bridewell-p'ace, London, EC4. Closing 
date, December 31. 
New Private Secretary 

THE Minister of Works, Mr. Hugh 


Molson, MP, has appointed Mr. C. D. E. 
Keeling to be his Private Secretary in 
succession to Mr. R. B. M. King, MC. 
Site Visit Organised 

MemeBerS Of the Institute of Builders 
(Liverpool and District Centre) Licen- 
tiate Discussion Club are to visit multi- 
storey flats at Eldon-street, Birkenhead, 
on October 26. They will be conducted 
round the site by Mr. T. V. Prosser, 
FIOB, managing director of William 
Thornton and Sons, Ltd., contractors. 


The construction of the flats by the 
* Sliding Formwork’ system has aroused 
considerable interest and the visit has 
been timed to coincide with the actual 
pouring operation. 

The London branch are to hold their 
annual dinner on November 23 at the 
Kensington Palace Hotel, Kensington 
High-street, W8. Details can be obtained 
from the Secretary, Mr. D. A. Neale, MC, 
48, Bedford-square, WC1. 

By-pass Contract Let 

Mr. H. WATKINSON, Minister of Trans- 
port and Civil Aviation, has announced 
that work is to start immediately on the 
construction of a by-pass 2} miles long, 
on the London-Glasgow trunk road (A6) 
to divert traffic from the village of 
London Colney near St. Albans. A con- 
tract has been let to John Laing and Son, 
Ltd., for the work, which will take about 
12 months to complete. The by-pass, 
estimated to cost £400,000, will form one 
of the links in the chain of new roads 
linking London and Birmingham. 


Building Surveyors’ Exam 


AT THE RIBA examination for the 
office of Building Surveyor under Local 
Authorities held on October 9-11, fifteen 
candidates presented themselves. The 
following were successful: Howard J. 
Bishop, Geoffrey Dilworth, Albert H. 
Elliott, Henry Galpin, Ivor C. Hazell, 
and Derek Milligan. 


IES Programme 1957-58 


THE programme of meetings of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society in 
London and the Provinces for the 
1957-58 session began this month. The 
London programme opened on October 8 
when Mr. E. B. Sawyer, the new pres- 
ident, presented his address entitled 
* Designing for Harmony’ at the Royal 
Institution. The programme also 
includes a Summer Meeting to be held 
at Eastbourne from May 11-14. 


Two interesting innovations are a series 
of four lectures on architecture and a 
one-day conference on factory lighting. 
The lectures on architecture, to be given 
in November, have been arranged by the 
IES in conjunction with the Science Com- 
mittee of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and have been arranged to 
give lighting engineers a general review 
of current architectural practice. The 
one-day conference on factory lighting 
will be held on April 1; it is intended 
primarily for factory engineers and 
managers. 





Cheques Act, October, 1957 


As from October 17, 1957, The 
Builder, Ltd., has discontinued the 
practice of giving formal receipts for 
payments made by cheque, unless 
specifically asked to do so at the time 
of payment. The issue of receipts for 
payments made by cash, money order, 
or postal order will, however, be 
continued. 

Similarly, formal receipts for pay- 
ments made by The Builder, Ltd., 
will not be required except in the case 
of payments made to contributors. 







































































































THE BUILDER October 25 1957 


Fuel Efficiency Conference 


A CONFERENCE, the purpose of which 
is to examine in detail the third Progress 
Survey of the National Industrial Fye| 
Efficiency Service is being held op 
November 5 and 6 at the Old Swan 
Hotel, Harrogate, by the Combustion 
Engineering Association. 

The results of the work which NIFEs§ 
have carried out in surveying industria] 
plants will show, with reasonable 
accuracy, the present state of fuel usage 
in industry. Interested parties, particy- 
larly users of fuel, combustion appliance 
makers and distributors of fuel will have 
presented to them the situation as jt 
exists in the hope that recommendations 
will be made which will be of use in 
raising the efficiency of heat and power 
generation throughout industry. 

The conference will be opened by Sir 
Leslie Hollinghurst, chairman of NIFES, 
Mr. S. P. Chambers, deputy chairman 
of ICI, Ltd., will be in the chair. Papers 
will be presented by Dr. W. A. Maefar- 
lane and Mr. L. G. Clegg. 


Professional Announcements 

As from October 1, 1957, the firm of MEssrs. 
WALLACE J. GREGORY AND PARTNERS, architects, 
has been dissolved.  Lt.-Cot. WaAttace J, 
Grecory will continue to practise from 34, Mill- 
bank, Westminster, SWI, and Mr. R. J. Woop 
from * Byways,’ Hillbrow, Bickley, Kent, 

Messrs. BANKS Woob & PARTNERS, quantity 
surveyors, announce that Mr. E. DuDLey Situ, 
FRICS, for some years the resident partner in 
their Chelmsford office, has now acquired their 
Chelmsford practice and will continue to prac- 
tise from 139, London-road, Chelmsford, and 
45, North-hill, Colchester, in the title of Messrs. 
E. DUDLEY SMITH & PARTNERS. Mk. R. H. 
SHEPHERD, ARICS, will be the resident partner 
at Colchester. 

Messrs. V. B. JOHNSON & PARTNERS, char- 
tered quantity surveyors of Leet Court, King. 
street, Watford, have opened a branch office 
at 38-40, High-street, Bedford (tel.: Bedford 
2923), under the charge of Mr. P. G. STANLEY, 
ARICS. 

Mr. Ropert C. THURSFIELD, FRICS, char- 
tered quantity surveyor, has commenced in 
practice at 2, Tunstall-road, Sunderland (tel.: 
$6607). 

Mr. Denis D. Hyams, ARICS, has opened 
an Office as a chartered quantity surveyor at 
74-76, Church-rd., Stockton-on-Tees _ (tel.: 
86799). Trade catalogues would be welcome. 


FROM‘ THE BUILDER ? OF 1857 
Saturday, October 24, 1857 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK AT West Has, 
STRATFORD.—Men of experience have 
watched the progress of the cholera for 
the last two or three months. The in- 
spectors of nuisances in large parishes and 
towns should have assistance; careful 
examinations should be made, and all 
offensive matters carried away. Wells of 
water and pumps throughout the metro- 
polis should be viewed with suspicion, for 
the water of few, if any of them, can 
be wholesome even in healthy times. 
Inhabitants of houses which have the ad- 
vantage of proper drainage should see 
that the drains are in good order, and 
that the traps in sinks and closets are 
clear, and in working condition. 

It behoves all, in the short interval 
which may elapse before the scourge }s 
upon us, to take those steps which are 
known to be efficacious. 
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{DISCUSSION AT THE RICS 


p. K. E. DALE took the chair at a 
i meeting organised by the Quantity 
suveyor Members of the RICS on 
Wednesday, October 16, at 12, Great 
George-street, swl, when the subject of 
‘The Return to Fixed Price Tendering 
yas discussed. 

In opening the discussion Mr. J. T. A. 
prooks, CBE, FRICS, said that it seemed 
o him that the building industry was 
practically unanimous that the return to 
fxed price tendering at some time or 
nother Was desirable in the interests of 
the industry and their clients and certainly 
inthe national interest. ‘I agree and will 
40 further,’ he added. * The policy of 
xed price tendering has a_ substantial 
contribution to make towards the solu- 
tion of some of the industry’s problems. 
jt is a policy which deserves the whole- 
hearted support of every section of the 
building industry.’ 

When the policy was first announced, 
he continued, great stress had been laid on 
the importance of pre-planning. They must 
make clear what was meant _by_ pre- 
planning. In this respect the NFBTE had 
assisted because they had said that in their 
opinion pre-planning meant the provision 
at the tender stage of complete documenta- 
tion—and, under five headings—they had 
gt out what complete documentation 
meant: first, bills of quantities prepared in 
accordance with the principles of the 
Standard Method of Measurement from the 
proposed contract drawings; second, a site 
plan; third. 4-in. scale drawings; fourth, 
sufficient details to enable the contractor to 
make a start on the job; and fifth, what 
they called an adequate specification. 

Why could we not attain that standard 
of pre-planning? It was an old problem, 
and the answer had always been the same: 
the time factor. Clients would never give 
thm time to give that consideration in 
detail to every aspect of a building project 
which was necessary to ensure its success. 

Turning to the advantages to clients of 
pre-planning, he said that he refused to 
believe that if the architects with their con- 
sultants were given sufficient time properly 
to pre-plan they could not produce a build- 
ing functionally and aesthetically better 
than they could produce under the present 
unsatisfactory system. He also thought 
they could produce that building more 
quickly, more economically, and be able to 
tell the client his exact financial commit- 
ments very much earlier than at present. 


Doubtful Starters 


‘I know that there are many non- 
starters and doubtful starters on this pro- 
gramme,’ Mr. Brooks continued. ‘It is not 
a practical proposition to switeh the whole 
of the building industry from its present 
state to a policy of fixed price tendering 
overnight, any more than it is a practical 
Possibility for any office suddenly to be 
switched over to fixed price tendering, but 
to those who shield behind this fact 1 sug- 
gest that they could make a start. It is in 
the interests of every architect, every 
quantity surveyor and every centractor to 
get a fixed price contract into his office as 
soon as he can because there is much re- 
educating to be done, and the sooner it is 
begun the greater the chances of success 
with this programme.’ As for the quantity 
Surveyors, ‘do not let us wait,’ he said, 
until we arrive at the office and suddenly 


The Return to Fixed Price Tendering’ 


find a fixed price contract. Let us consider 
whether there is anything in the bills of 
quantities which we can improve.’ 

When the policy had been announced 
many Dismal Jimmies had spoken of the 
amounts which a contractor would have to 
include in his tender to cover any increase 
which might take place over the next 12 or 
18 months or two years. The comment had 
been. ‘They will cover themselves well and 
truly and up will go building costs.’ In 
fact, this had not happened. A fair num- 
ber of tenders had been submitted on a firm 
price basis since last summer and by and 
large—from his personal knowledge—the 
amount added by the contractor to cover 
future risks had been reasonable. In his 
opinion some contractors were adding 
nothing for future increases. 


The question of the acceptance of tenders 
was important. They must do all they 
could to accept tenders at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. The NFBTE had suggested 
that tenders should be open for acceptance 
within two months, but he thought the 
target should be one month. He appreciated 
the difficulties; of some public bodies in 
obtaining financial approval, but he hoped 
that under the new policy the situation 
would be so satisfactory from the financial 
point of view that finance officers of local 
authorities would streamline some of their 
actions in connection with recommending 
tenders. 

‘Don’t Chase the Builder’ 

The next point was not to chase the con- 
tractor on to the job directly his tender had 
been accepted, as was done now; often he 
arrived there with no information at all and 


was scratching about for weeks, losing 
money all the time. After acceptance the 
contractor should be given two, three or 


even four weeks, which could be time well 
spent in studying the drawings and specifi- 
cations, arranging contracts for supplies, 
arranging sub-contracts and also arranging 
and agreeing a programme of work with the 
architect and with his sub-contractors so 
that when he walked on to the site he could 
make a start on the job. He thought that 
anyone who hac been on a fixed price con- 
tract site would agree that the whole atmo- 
sphere of the site was different and was 
even exhilarating. 

“We must try to reduce variations to a 
minimum; there are bound to be some, 
but that must not be our approach: the 
approach must be a determination to keep 
variations down to the minimum. Where 
there are variations, of course, every effort 
must be made to see that full information 
is given to the contractors very quickly.’ 

When they considered variations they 
were thinking of the final account, and 
here their object should be to try to clear 
away what he had looked upon as one of 
the black spots of the building industry— 
the time atter the completion of the job 
that they had to wait for the final account, 
while the client had to wait to know what 
were his final commitments. That situation 
could be improved only by doing what he 
knew was sometimes done—settling up 
variations as much as possible during the 
course of the job. 

In conclusion Mr. Brooks said: 

‘Fixed price contracting is coming. It 
cannot be a success unless there be a great 
measure of pre-planning. If pre-planning 
fails, then I think the policy will fail; and 
if the policy fails it will be a very sorry 
lesson to the building industry.’ 
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Mr. H. ConoLty, CBE, V-PRIBA, said 
that he thought that at heart everyone was 
in favour of firm price tendering. Although 
the fluctuations clause had served a very 
useful purpose since the war, everyone 
would agree that at least administratively 
it was a very great nuisance. 


‘ Whether this is a good time to adopt the 
new policy, I am not sure, but in these days 
of inflation there will never be an ideal time 
to do it and we may as well do it now as 
wait for the future, said Mr. Conolly. 
Prices of materials were still fluctuating, 
wage claims were not impossible and we 
were suffering from Bank Rate troubles and 
the aftermath of Suez. But the point was 
that a start must be made sooner or later. 


Planning in Advance 


Turning to the question of pre-planning, 
or planning in advance as he preferred to 
call it, all architects and surveyors agreed 
in their hearts that it was the way to do a 
job. The trouble was that they did not all 
do it, even though they paid lip service to 
it. The practice was not followed because 
it Had not been a British practice in the 
past. That was not to say that it should 
not be a British practice of the future. If 
the introduction of firm price tendering saw 
that it was and did nothing else, it would 
indeed be worth trying. 

Mr. Brooks had given an enthusiastic 
address, but he might possibly have been 
wearing slightly tinted spectacles, because 
from the architect’s point of view every- 
thing was not as rosy as Mr. Brooks might 
suggest. By the time that a local authority 
programme had been backwards and for- 
wards two or three times between the 
authority and the Ministry and had finally 
been approved, it was not easy to find 
sufficient time to do the job as one would 
wish. 

In addition, when tenders had been re- 
ceived the local authority procedure was 
often very slow at the local authority level. 
Moreover, when they went to central 
departments for approval and loan sanction, 
some central departments—he excepted the 
Ministry of Education—were very dilatory. 
When it was realised that it took as long as 
five months sometimes to obtain approval 
for a couple of pairs of police houses, the 
difficulties would be appreciated. 

When the circular on firm price tender- 
ing from the Ministry reached his authority, 
he had been asked to report on it to the 
appropriate committee, and had investiga- 
ted the action taken by a number of 
county councils. He discovered that 
almost without exception they had been 
very cautious in their approach. One or 
two had turned it down completely. Some 
had decided to try an experiment on one 
or two contracts only; in other words, they 
intended to pre-plan one or two contracts 
furiously and allow the remainder in the 
office to take their course. 

‘In my opinion,’ said Mr. Conolly, * that 
is an entirely wrong approach. 

‘In advising my committee, after listen- 
ing to the discussion which took place, I 
suggested—and my committee has _in- 
structed me—that they accept the principle 
of firm price tendering immediately but 
will grow into it by stages, starting very 
modestly with everything up to £10,000. 
Within a few months we shall consider a 
new figure, after having seen how things go. 
1 think that the introduction of this prin- 
ciple will spread from financial figure to 
financial figure so that in the end, when 
all limits have been removed, the question 





of planning in advance will be almost 
automatic.’ 
Mr. L. A. WALDEN, President NFBTE., 


spoke next. It had always been agreed that 
there should be a return to firm price ten- 
dering as soon as possible, he said. Where 
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disagreement existed was as to the timing 
of the return, and the problem had been to 
time it so as to avoid undue increases in 
tender prices. 

In the absence of unanimity about the 
time of return, it was inevitable that the 
date would have to be fixed by the Govern- 
ment as they, with the local authorities and 
nationalised industries, were the biggest 
building owners. Most of them had ex- 
pected that the return to firm price tender- 
ing would be by stages, the sizes and 
lengths of the contracts being gradually 
increased, but the Government, after a 
quite small experiment, had decided to go 
the whole hog. 


The Vital. Link 


Whatever the doubts as to timing, there 
had been no doubt as to the importance of 
pre-planning, with which the Minister had 
adroitly linked his decision. * The NFBTE 
are resolutely determined to see that it 
remains linked, said Mr. Walden, ‘and in 
this they will want the help of the profes- 
sions. There is already a tendency in some 
quarters to ignore the link and merely to 
ask for firm price tenders. Much education 
would be necessary, and those who read 
The Builder—\I am sure that all present do 
—will have noticed the view of the Ministry 
of Works that the Federation’s recent 
leaflet provides our professional friends 
with an excellent brief.’ 


Having listened to Mr. Brooks and Mr. 
Connolly, he was happy to feel, said Mr. 
Walden, that those conditions were not con- 
sidered onerous, and he looked forward to 
their implementation in any further action 
taken in connection with the introduction 
of firm price tendering. 

The main object of the exercise, as they 
understood it, was to discourage employers 
from granting increases in wages which were 
not linked with increased output and to 
encourage the 50,000 or so contractors to 
indulge in hard bargaining with the manu- 
facturers and distributors. ‘We doubt 
whether central negotiations are likely to pro- 
duce such good results as the impact all over 
the country of the pressure of individual 
contractors on individual manufacturers and 
merchants,’ said Mr. Walden, who added 
that he felt that there should be much more 
competition between those who supplied 
materials, and they would do everything 
they could to see that the necessary pres- 
sure was maintained. 

‘I was very sorry to see the circular 
which the BID has recently sent to its 
members. I agree with the leader writer in 
a recent issue of the Contract Journal in 
which he said that firm prices were not the 
responsibility of contractors alone but were 
equally the responsibility of the sub- 
contracting, supply and servicing sections of 
the industry, and that in his opinion parts of 
the BID statement were therefore ill- 
conceived and their publication ill-advised. 
While I appreciate that distributors are natur- 
ally disturbed by the prospect of giving firm 
prices for periods of up to two years,’ Mr. 
Walden continued, ‘I would point out that 
they have no more grounds for concern 
than contractors, whose risks are much 
greater.” 


As the Minister of Works had started the 
policy of firm price tendering, he wanted 
to refer members to one or two points made 
by the Minister’s Department in reply to 
questions asked by a representative of that 
well-known journal, The Builder. 

The Department had stated that full pre- 
planning was as essential a part of this 
policy as a fixed price; that builders were 
not being asked to give prices based on any 
rigid schedule of materials and labour but 
were being asked to estimate what they 


considered to be an appropriate price for 
a job at current rates and to add a percen- 
tage based on their knowledge and estima- 
ting experience to cover future contingen- 
cies; that if the pre-requisite conditions 
were not fulfilled, then the contract could 
not possibly be a firm price one and ten- 
derers could treat it accordingly and either 
quote a cost variation clause or leave it 
alone; that a contractor should be given 
reasonable time to study and plan his 
organisation on the site. 

‘In view of the recent big increase in the 
Bank Rate and the announced determination 
of the Government to conduct a vigorous 
campaign against inflation, we must,’ sub- 
mitted Mr. Walden, ‘ plan for the future on 
the footing, first, that firm price tendering 
has come to stay and that it will steadily 
become the rule rather than the exception; 
and, second, that pre-planning will be even 
more necessary.’ 

The hope of contractors was that the 
professions would co-operate, particularly 
in pre-planning. Unless that co-operation 
were forthcoming, higher costs, which so 
many feared, could not be avoided. He felt 
that the Minister could say a little more 
about the advisability and necessity of pre- 
planning and could encourage the Treasury 
Ministers affected to do likewise. 

‘Firm prices must increase risks, and the 
greater the risks the higher must be the 
insurance premiums. The professions can 
help to reduce the risks by spreading the 
gospel of pre-planning, while the manufac- 
turers and merchants can help by them- 
selves giving firm prices and so sharing the 
risks. I assure you that I and my colleagues 
will do our best to keep those premiums 
down.’ 


Architects ‘Rushed’ 


Mr. G. Wuitsy (Joint Hon. Secretary, 
RIBA Practice Committee) said he agreed 
whole-heartedly with everything that Mr. 
Brooks had said, the only quibble being 
over the use of the word ‘ pre-planning.’ His 
experience of the architectural profession 
was that before the war an office planned 
a job—and planning meant stating things in 
advance, before the contract was let. Since 
the war clients had been rushing architects 
all the time, for two reasons, first because 
of the controls which were in operation after 
the war and secondly because of inflation. 
If you thought you would get permission 
to build, then as soon as it was received you 
had to rush things through. But controls 
had gone, and with them had gone that 
excuse. The present excuse was inflation; 
having decided that the client had the 
money to build, they rushed it through and 
got the tender as quickly as possible so that 
work was started before prices rose. 

“The greatest counter-inflationary gesture 
made has been the statement by the builders 
last July,’ declared Mr. Whitby. ‘It was 
a noble statement and should have been 
welcomed with open arms by all members 
of the building industry. There is no excuse 
for quibbles with their conditions. The 
conditions which the builders laid down are 
those which can already be read into the 
RIBA form of contract. For the failure to 
observe them, I blame the builders to a 
certain extent, for they sign contracts which 
require the architects to produce drawings 
and require the bills to be produced accord- 
ing to the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment, but in the last 15 years they have not 
been whipping architects and quantity sur- 
veyors up to that standard. It could have 
been done and they can still demand those 
conditions in every contract into which they 
enter, whether firm price or fluctuating price. 
I suggest that they should do so, because 
it will help to introduce firm price tender- 
ing again.” 
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Mr. REX PROCTER (Member of Counc] 
said that a number of authorities hag 
adopted a compromise, but as yet there had 
not been sufficient experience to see how it 
worked. The compromise was tg = 
exactly the same form of contract as at 
present, but to suspend clause 25(a) for 1) 
months from the date of tender. For the 
first 12 months it could be a firm price 
tender, and at the end of that time it became 
a fluctuating contract. That had the advan. 
tage of overcoming delays by the Ministry 
or the accepting authority. If they delayed 
then the fluctuations commenced at an 
earlier stage. If there were a delay which 
carried the job over the contract period, the 
fluctuations applied. This to some degree 
protected those trades which came at the 
end of the job and whose hazard was the 
greatest. 

Mr. A. S. Harris, FRICS, said that every: 
body had been thinking principally of the 
main contractor and not of the sub 
contractor who came on to the site Possibly 
12 or 18 months after the contract had been 
started, by which time wages might have 
risen 4d. or 6d. an hour and the price of 
materials might have risen. The architect 


had pre-planned his work and had accepted | 


the sub-contractors’ prices at the date of 
the tender. The sub-contractors were then 
tied to figures quoted 12 or 18 months 
before they went on to the site. 


‘This, I suggest, is a matter for the main | 
contractor and also for the architect,’ said | 
‘In the first place, the quan- | 


Mr. Harris. 
tity surveyor should do what he is paid for 


and measure the work, instead of receiving | 
a lump sum and taking 2 per cent. fees, | 
Second, the main contractor should see that 


the sub-contractor is properly protected if 
he meets increases in costs. It has been 
suggested that the main contrac.or should 
base his prices on the rates current at the 
date of the tender and add a figure to cover 
the risks. He should do something to cover 
everybody's risks and, if he does, he should 
not put that money into his own pocket. It 
is up to the main contractor to see that his 
sub-contractors are treated decently.’ 


Government Lead Wanted 


Mr. G. P. VALE, FRICS, said that if the 
Government could give a definite lead that 
the prices of petrol, oil, coal, gas and elec- 
tricity would not rise, then he would be 
100 per cent. for firm price tendering. 

Mr. W. H. BEESLEY, ARIBA, FRICS, 
said he worked in the London area where 
the district surveyor held a lot of sway over 
what the architect could and could not do. 
There were certain forms of construction 
which the district surveyor would not 
approve until the job was started, such &s 
reinforced concrete work. There was alto 
the snag of foundation work. ; 

Turning to the detailed work of makifig 
a fixed price tender a practical proposition, 
he had recently invited tenders for a job on 
which the firms could give three figures: 
(2) wholly fluctuating, (b) one containin, 
fluctuations on labour and (c) one without 
fluctuation on either labour or material. 
He was happy to say that on a recefl. 
tender which he had received, the lowest 
contractor was only about 1} per cent dif- 
ferent between a and c. 

Mr. W. E. Newserry, ARICS, asked 
should not the quantity surveyor be ¢x- 
pected in his duties to produce a cost which 
reflected the work to be done as shown 
the drawings? It might be said that he 
would be sticking his neck out, but why 
not? Then the Government Department or 
local authority could get approval on 4 
reliable quantity surveyor’s cost estimate, 
and unless he had made a complete bungle 
the job could go ahead with the minimum 
of delay. 
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Mr. S. C. WELLS, FRICS, said they took 
a 10 per cent. retention on the value of work 
executed. Had it occurred to anyone that 
on signing the contract they could well 
advance 5 to 10 per cent. ot the contract 
amount to allow the contractor to place his 
orders and get firm prices on a firm con- 
tract? He could get his materials in 
advance, and no rise would then occur. 


Mr. J. GORDON ASTON, FRICS, said that 
the whole concept of pre-planning pre- 
supposed the importance of the value of 
money. It seemed to him that they must 
move with the times and realise that money 
must be made to earn an income quickly. 
This was very much more important to the 
private enterprise client than the fixed price 
; ontract. . 

Mr. W. C. Topp, ARICS, said he did not 
hink that the risk of the variation of prices 

‘ag by any means as great as many people 
The proof of the real risk in- 
yy dived in the variable price arrangement 
wa 28 seen in a comparison of figures pub- 
lish ed in some contracts in The Builder. 
te 2 LCC in a contract for about £500,000 
ha 1 accepted tenders where the V.O.P. price 
a 81.7 per cent, above the fixed price. 
Ta king the question whether they would 
»1y more for buildings, he thought that in 
the’ Jong run the answer was No. 

Mr. F. A. WARNER, FRICS, said the 
ti had come when between them they 
must Produce a big whip, which could be 
placled in the cupboard and used in extreme 
cases: The National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers had that whip if only 
they would use it. If they were prepared to 
advise their members to refuse to tender for 
a job’ which they considered was insuffici- 
ently Planned, they would be going a long 
way te help to get jobs planned. 

Messrs. Walden, Conolly and Brooks 
replied to the discussion. 


Model showing proposed 
building and road widen- 
ing developments at 
Notting Hill Gate. 

The view is from 

the SW 
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Notting Hill Gate Redevelopment 


BUILDING TO START IN SPRING 


MPPHE lands acquired by the London 
County Council in connection with the 
widening of Notting Hill Gate will, after 
allowing for the road works, leave about 
four and a half acres available for building 
and the Council’s plans for their develop- 
ment were announced last week. 

The three largest sites are to be let on a 
99 years building lease to Ravenseft Pro- 
perties, Ltd., and City Centre Properties, 
Ltd., whose proposals for their redevelop- 
ment have been approved by the LCC Town 
Planning Committee and by the Council of 
the Royal Borough of Kensington. 

On the two-acre site to the north of the 
main road, bounded by Ladbroke-terrace 
and Pembridge-road, the main feature will 
be an 18-storey tower block at right-angles 
to the road, roughly opposite the Gaumont 
Cinema. This will be flanked by a six- 
storey block fronting Ladbroke-terrace, and 
two blocks, three storeys and six-storeys in 
height respectively, fronting the widened 
Notting Hill Gate, the three blocks contain- 
ing in all 145 flats and maisonettes built 
over shops with a small amount of office 
space at the eastern end. The forecourts 
will vary in width in front of each block 
to allow space for tree planting and a shop- 
ping concourse at the east end of the site. 

South of the main road will be a row of 
shops and offices four-storeys high and a 
range of shops—some two-storeys and some 
one-storey—facing Kensington Church- 
street. A five-storey block comprising 20 


flats over shops will stand at the south end 
of the Kensington Church-street range, and 
a 12-storey 138 ft. high block containing 
offices over shops, parallel with Notting Hill 
Gate but set back, will link the Kensington 
Church-street frontage with the Notting Hill 
Gate frontage. A part of this site will be 
reserved for the rebuilding of ‘The Hoop’ 
public house. 

The remainder of the private development 
will consist of a four-storey block of offices 
over shops continuing the height line south 
of the main road, with three-storey wings 
returning into Kensington Church-street and 
Palace Gardens-terrace. 

This scheme, on which it is hoped to start 
work next spring, is estimated to cost about 
£2}m. and will provide 166 dwellings, 
148,000 sq. ft. of shopping space and 120,000 
sq. ft. of offices. The architects, as stated in 
The Builder last week, are Messrs. Cotton, 
Ballard & Blow, 5, Baker-street, WI. 

Three more sites, totalling about a third 
of an acre, are included in the clearance 
area. One is the site of the existing Central 
London underground station and is not at 
present available for redevelopment. It will, 
therefore, be the subject of further negotia- 
tions. The site on the corner of Kensington- 
place and Kensington Church-street is to be 
let to two banks for temporary offices. 

The new proposals will bring the total 
cost of redeveloping the area, including 
acquisition and site clearance, road works 
and reconstruction of the station, to £6m. 
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RIBA 


Control of Construction of 
Buildings in London 


ii was reported to the RIBA Council at 
its meeting on October 8 that the 
Advisory Committee set up by the London 
County Council had asked the Institute to 
make observations on a number of matters 
in connection with London Building By- 
laws. The preparation of the Institute's 
observations was entrusted to the Committee 
on By-laws and Building Regulations. These 
observations have now been sent forward. 

It was also reported to the Council that, 
in forwarding these observations, the 
Executive Committee had added in a cover- 
ing letter the Institute’s adherence to the 
view already expressed that any waivers in 
connection with London Building By-laws 
should be dealt with by a central authority 
so that a body of experience and informa- 
tion might rapidly be collected and be avail- 
able at some central source. 

The Council approved this expression of 
opinion and left it to the Institute’s repre- 
sentative on the LCC Advisory Committee 
to press it in the course of further delibera- 
tions. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


Other business taken included: One-day 
Conference entitled ‘Design Pays’: The 
Council approved in principle a recommen- 
dation of the Town and Country Planning 
and Housing Committee that a one-day 
conference on private enterprise housing 
entitled ‘ Design Pays’ should be held at 
the RIBA in 1958. 


IUA International Congress, London: It 
was reported that at the International Union 
of Architects Assembly held in Paris in 
August it was decided to postpone the 6th 
International Congress, which was to have 
been held in London in 1959 at the invita- 
tion of the RIBA, to 1961. 


British Architects’ Conference, 1959: The 
Council accepted the invitation of the South 
Wales Institute of Architects to hold the 
British Architects’ Conference at Cardiff in 
1959. 


RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal: The 
Northhamptonshire, Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire Association of Architects: 
Formal approval was given to the award 
made by the Jury of the Northhampton- 
shire, Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire 
Association of Architects of the RIBA 
Architecture Bronze Medal in the area of 
the Association for the three-year period 
ending December 31, 1956, in favour of the 
Nuffield Diagnostic Centre, Cottingham- 
road, Corby, Northants, designed by R. 
Llewelyn Davies, MA (F). 


Appointment of Representatives 


The following appointments were made: 
Court of the University -of Bristol: J. Ralph 
Edwards (F), in place of R. S. Redwood (F) 
whose term of office has expired. Court of the 
University of Hull: Andrew Rankine (A) re- 
appointed. National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting: R. N. 
Wakelin (F) as second RIBA representative on 
the Council. Plumbing Trades National 
M. Rice (F) re- 


Apprenticeship Council: E. 
appointed. 

Professional Classes Aid Council : 
Wolfe (A). 


Mrs. A. H. 
Codes of Practice Committees and 


BSI Committees: (i) Revision of Code CP, 
Chapter V—Loading: D. W. Aldred (F); Gi) 
Glossary of General Building Terms: D. 

Aldred (F) and F. H. Heaven (A); (iii) eh. 
ing Committee on Timber Grading TiB/ 1/1: 
George Newell (A); (iv) Code Drafting Com- 
mittee on Lighting—ELCP/8: John Reid (A); 
(v) Proposed Code of Practice on Weather Pro- 
tection: D. W. Aldred (F); (vi) Code of Prac- 
tice CP301—Building Drainage: A. H. Ley (F). 


RIBA_ Architecture Bronze Medals: Repre- 
sentatives to serve on Juries to consider 
Awards: (i) New South Wales Chapter, Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects: F. W 


Ingham 


Turner (F) in place of Professor H. 
Ashworth (F); (ii) Essex, Cambridge and Hert- 
fordshire Society of Architects: Basil Spence 


(F); and (iii) Hampshire and Isle of Wight AA: 
R. Duncan Scott (F). 


‘IN THE HOME OF 
LOST CAUSES’ 
Cutteslowe Walls Fall Before 
Planners’ Trump 


By a Correspondent 


(THE town planning legislation of 1947 
has had one consequence which its 
framers can hardly have anticipated, 
although it would undoubtedly meet their 
approval. It has enabled the Oxford City 
Council to remove the Cutteslowe Walls. 
The two walls are substantial redbrick 
structures, some 7 ft. tall, and topped by 
revolving iron spikes. They were built 
in 1934 by the owners of a private hous- 
ing estate to separate their property from 
a neighbouring council estate. The walls 
caused great offence to the council resi- 
dents and compelled them to walk an 
extra 600 yards to reach the main road 
into town. 

Not surprisingly the walls became one 
of the most hotly disputed topics in local 
politics and posed the City fathers the 
problem of how to get them down. It 
proved to be unexpectedly difficult and 
the first serious attempt was not made 
until 1936, when the council issued a com- 
pulsory purchase order under the Public 
Works Facilities Act, 1930. 

This, however, was of no avail for-the 
Minister of Transport, after a public 
inquiry, refused to confirm the purchase. 
The City, having taken legal advice, then 
decided on direct action and the walls 
were demolished by the municipal steam- 
roller in June, 1938. The company which 
owned the private estate promptly took 
the matter to court, and it came before 
Mr. Justice Bennett in 1939, who gave 
judgment for the company and read the 
City Council a sharp homily on its duties. 
The City appealed against the judgment, 
but with no success. 

Attempts to remove the walls under 
war-time emergency regulations were 
likewise unsuccessful. An Army tank, 
during the course of an invasion exercise 
in 1943, charged one of the walls and 
demolished it. But the breach was soon 
closed by the War Office, which apolo- 
gised and rebuilt the wall. 

When the City’s plan under the 1947 
Act was published it contained provision 
to purchase compulsorily the walls, and 
although the residents on the private 
estate objected at the public inquiry the 
compulsory purchase was, this time, con- 
firmed. The City has now, after some 
trouble, located the owner of the walls 
and persuaded him to sell. He has, how- 





ever, driven a hard bargain for, although 
the walls can now be removed, the City 
has had to pay £1,000—£13 per sq. ft. Ri! 
the land involved—for the pleasure of 
doing so. 


CUC SILVER JUBILEE 


LUNCHEON 


The Drive for Cleaner Air 

MPuE drive for cleaner air in our cities 
was referred to by the Minister of 

Power, LorD MILLS, in proposing the toast 


of the Coal Utilisation Council at their Silver 


Jubilee Convention luncheon held at the | 
Grocers’ Hall, Princes-street, EC2, on Octo- « 
ber 21 He said, ‘Our objectives are en- 


shrined.in the Clean Air Act, but there 
remains a vast amount of work to be done » 
in their implementation. The householder 
will be affected more than any other wae 
He is the biggest user of large coal and I arg, 
afraid that the domestic chimney is one oly 


the worst offenders in the pollution of the 


atmosphere. 

‘It is to the householder, he went on, 
‘that we must look for co-operation on 
both these counts and it seems to me thay 
the key to the problem in getting the hougr. 
holder to use the new and less well-knovyy 
types of coal and in encouraging people jt 
help in dealing with pollution is largely thd 
of education.’ 

In this task the Coal Utilisation Counfi 
had a vital réle to play in teaching pegple 
how to use types of fuel available, whether 
non-traditional coals or smokeless fuels, and 
also to teach them the value of the right 
type of appliances. ‘The composition of 
the Council makes it particularly well suited 
for this task, representing as it does the 
National Coal Board, the coal trade, the 
smokeless fuel producers, and the manufac- 
turers of solid fuel appliances’ he said. 

In commencing his speech Lord Mills 
referred to the two distinct phases which 
the CUC had passed through in the past 25 
years. There was the pre-war phase of 
cheap and plentiful supplies of fuel. The 
second, post-war phase was one of almost 
continual fuel shortage. ‘I think we are 
now entering a third phase,” he said. ‘It 
could well be called the “ Atomic Age” as 
there is no doubt that the harnessing of the 
atom for peaceful purposes will be one of 
its most significant features. But I am 
really thinking of the third phase in the use 
of coal, for I am sure that, despite the very 
great strides, of which we are all proud, 
that have been made in the field of nuclear 
energy, coal will still remain the principal 
source of heat and power in this country 
for as far ahead as we can plan.’ 

The Minister concluded by paying tribute 
to the president of the Council, Mr. J. 
Stanleigh Turner, the Women’s Advisory 
Council on Solid Fuel and Sir John Char- 
rington, vice-president of the Council, who 
replied to the toast. 


Slough Law Courts 

The builders of Slough Law Courts 
(illustrated in our issue of October 18) were 
Messrs. William Hartley and Sons (Wex- 
ham), Ltd., of Wexham, Slough, and net 
of Wrexham as incorrectly given. — This 
contract was carried out under the direction 
of the Bucks County Architect, Mr. F. B. 
Pooley, FRIBA. 
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Private House at Grove Estate, Harpenden 
Rendered in Sand and Cement. 
Contractors : 

n & Spence Ltd., Harpenden, Herts 
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YOU CAN SAFELY CARRY OUT PLASTERING 
WORK DURING PROLONGED FREEZING 
CONDITIONS— WITH FEBSPEED PLUS! 
—Here is the proof :— 

The external rendering to the house illustrated 
here was applied in February 1956, when the 
temperature stood at 23° F. BY DAY and 11° F. 
BY NIGHT! 

Contractor’s reports show that despite the fact 
that the rendering was applied in 9° of frost 

it is today sound, solid, crack free and firmly 
adhering. 

Febspeed made it possible for the work to go on 
at such low temperatures. 


FEBLPEED PLUS 


THE CEMENT ANTI-FREEZE COMPOUND THAT ALSO 
PLASTICISES WATERPROOFS AND RAPID DRIES 








































: 102 Kensington High Street, London, W.8 Phone: WES 0444 
(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. Albany Road, Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester, 21 Cho 1063 
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ANOTHER NEW SGB 
MONEY SAVER 


re TEM HIGH LIFT 


i ROI (REG. DESIGN APPLIED FOR) 


$0 simete -s0 sPEEoy! 


THE NEW SGB HIGH LIFT PROP has been primarily designed to support Beams, 


Soffits and Barrel-vault Roofs at high levels beyond the range of standard 


Props—but the wide adjustment range makes it useful for so many other jobs. 





# 





a 
_— 


4 


@ DRASTICALLY REDUCES 


SCAFFOLDING COSTS 


@ EASILY ERECTED 


WITH UNSKILLED LABOUR 


@ PROVIDES WORKING 


PLATFORM AT ANY HEIGHT 
BETWEEN 12 & 20 FEET 








SIMPLE, SPEEDY LACING is an out- 
standing feature of the sce HIGH 
Lirt prop. This illustration shows 
the special Lacing Bars fitted in the 
Lacing Sockets. 














AVAILABLE FOR HIRE OR SALE 


HIRE & SALES DIVISION 


OF SCAFFOLDING (GREAT BRITAIN) LIMITED 
HEAD OFFICE & WORKS: MITCHAM, SURREY 


TELEPHONE: MITCHAM 3400 (28 LINES) 


POST 
COUPON fim 


COMPANY 


if Oo a BY | Y ADDRESS 


ee a ea a a ae 


TO: SGB HIRE AND SALES DIVISION, MITCHAM, SURREY 


Please forward full details of the new SGB High Lift Prop 


B 


TELEGRAMS: SCAFCO, MITCHAM 
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BUILDING EDUCATION 


10B Registration and Exemption 


THE Institute of Builders is preparing a 
series Of leaflets dealing with various 
aspects of its activities. The first publication 
describes the Registration and Exemption 
scheme. This is designed to establish a link 
between the Institute and technical colleges, 
and closer relationship between the Institute 
and those aiming at administrative and 
managerial positions in the building industry. 
It provides for progressive registration with 
the Institute, first as ‘Student’ and subse- 
quently as ‘Probationer’ for those of 
acceptable general educational standard who 
are studying in technical college courses 
approved by the Institute under the scheme. 
Probationers are Offered a modified Licen- 
tiate Diploma Examination confined to 
papers in Building Construction and Quan- 
tities and Estimating. For Licentiates who 
have been Probationers and held appropriate 
general educational qualifications a modified 
Associate Diploma Examination is also 
offered. 

To date the Institute has approved 83 
courses in 31 colleges and is proceeding 
upon a planned programme with the work 
of recognition of further courses. Supplies 
of the leaflet No. 2 describing the scheme 
pay be obtained free upon application to 
the Institute at 48, Bedford-square, WC1. 

4 


bp Th) Al 
NFBTE Awards, 1958 
Tue National Federation of Building 
Trades' Employers offers the following 
awards to building students and apprentices 
in 1958: 


I. Craft Apprentices And Young Craftsmen 

(a) Ordinary National Certificate Course 
in Building —A first prize of £25 and Cer- 
tificate and a second prize of £20 and 
Certificate to the best two apprentices or 
young craftsmen in each of the ten regions 
in England and Wales of the NFBTE. 

(b) Higher National Certificate Course in 
Building—{i) A Silver Medal, Certificate 
and cash prize of £50 to the best craft 
apprentice or young craftsman in England 
and Wales; (ii) a Bronze Medal, Certificate 
and cash prize of £40 to the second best 
craft apprentice or young craftsman in Eng- 
land and Wales. 

These awards are open to apprentices and 
young craftsmen who are apprenticed, or 
have completed an apprenticeship, under the 
National Joint Apprenticeship Scheme for 
the Building Industry, with a firm in mem- 
bership with the NFBTE and are currently 
in the employmertt of such a firm. 


Il. Students In Building Other Than Craft 
Apprentices 

(a) Ordinary National Certificate Course 

in Building —A first prize of £25 and Cer- 

tificate and a second prize of £20 and 

Certificate to the two best students in each 

Tegion, 

(b) Higher National Certificate Course in 
Building —(i) A Silver Medal, Certificate 
and cash prize of £50 to the best student in 
England and Wales; (ii) a Bronze Medal, 
Certificate and cash prize of £40 to the 
second best student in England and Wales. 

These awards are open to students who 
are serving, or who have served, with a 





firm in membership with the NFBTE, under 
approved articles of agreement and are cur- 
rently in the employment of such a firm. 

Details from the appropriate Regional 
Secretaries of the NFBTE. 


LMBA Management Course 


THE London Master Builders’ Association 
are to hold their second Management Course 
at Sundridge Park, from November 28-30. 

This course should be a considerable step 
forward from their first, since this is to be 
a joint course and will be attended by eight 
representatives from each of the RIBA, 
RICS and LMBA. 

The object is to set out the main manage- 
ment principles in the hope that the mem- 
bers, coming as they do from the three 
principal factions concerned .with building, 
will themselves thrash out in the course of 
discussions following each lecture the 
application of these principles to their own 
work and the building industry. The names 
of the participating members show a cross- 
section of some of the most progressive 
names in public and private practice in 
architecture. 


LMBA Education Conference 


Four subjects have been chosen for dis- 
cussion at this year’s LMBA Education Con- 
ference, which takes place in Ironmongers 
Hall on the afternoon of Tuesday, Novem- 
ber 5. They are: 

(1) The Government White Paper on 
Technical Education; (2) the City and Guilds 
proposals for the revision of building craft 
courses; (3) the pattern of foremaanship 
studies; and (4) the College of Advanced 
Technology report. 

The President of the LMBA, Mr. W. K. 
Laing, will preside. 


North-Western Association 

THE North-Western Educational Associa- 
tion for the Building Industry, which 
was established by a group of building 
teachers in 1936, finds itself ‘rather top 
heavy with the teaching profession,’ and is 
appealing to building employers and other 
sections of the industry to join in order to 
give the Association a better balance. 

The Association has now issued its pro- 
gramme for 1957-58 and also a short history. 
Forthcoming events include talks on ‘ Train- 
ing for Management in the Building Indus- 
try, by Mr. J. G. McLean, on November 30 
(at the College of Building, Clarence-street, 
Liverpool 3, 2.15 p.m.); ‘ Liberal Studies in 
Building Education,’ by A. J. Jenkinson, on 
March 15, 1958 (Wigan District Mining and 
Technical College, Library-street, Wigan, 
2.15 p.m.); ‘Impact of Modern Techniques 
on Craftsmanship and Craft Education,’ on 
April 26, by a panel representative of the 
industry (Birkenhead Technical College): 
and visits to various works. 

Teaching Basic Subjects 

In 1953, the Association’s council recom- 
mended that ad hoc committees should be 
set up to examine the teaching of basic 
subjects in building courses. A start has 
been made with building construction. The 
first committee has produced and published 
a booklet entitled ‘The Teachirig of Build- 
ing Construction’ (available from the Pub- 
lications Secretary at 5s. each). It is now 
proposed to deal with the other subjects of 
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Science, Mathematics and Geometry related 
to general building courses. 

A noteworthy activity is the Travelling 
Exhibits Scheme. In all, some 16 colleges 
in the north-west area are participating in 
this scheme whereby exhibits are circulated 
for display in a standard showcase. There 
are 18 exhibits at present circulating among 
these colleges and more will be added as 
and when they are prepared. 

Membership of the Association is open to 
all persons interested in education for the 
building industry, and application forms 
can be obtained from the Hon. General 
Secretary, Mr. R. C. P. Rodway, Holland 
& Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., St. Mary’s- 
road, Garston, Liverpool 19. 


Careers in the Industry 


AN INTERESTING and useful meeting took 
place at the Manchester College of Science 
and Technology on October 12. Three 
headmasters (Mr. W. G. Merriman, Chorl- 
ton Grammar School; Mr. S. Hughes, Ducie 
Secondary Technical School, Whitworth 
Park; Mr. D. G. Jones, Baguley Hall 
Secondary Modern School, Wythenshawe) 
put forward their points of view on 
‘Secondary Education in Relation to 
Careers in the Building Industry’ to a 
representative group from the- North 
Western Educational Association for the 
Building Industry. Mr. W. G. Cottrell, 
personnel officer, Litthkewoods Pools Ltd., 
acted as independent Chairman. 

The discussion which followed brought 
out a number of important facts, principally 
that there should be greater co-operation 
and communication between the secondary 
schools and the building industry and the 
technical colleges. It was suggested that 
there should be a two-way exchange of in- 
formation so that the secondary schools 
would be better able to know the industry’s 
requirements, also the basic educational 
requirements for entry into the various pro- 
fessional institutes and technical college 
courses. 

On the other hand it was felt that the in- 
dustry and the technical colleges should let 
headmasters and careers masters have better 
information on the various ladders of pro- 
motion in the industry, and the types of 
courses available at local colleges which 
would best fit boys for those careers. 


Llandrindod Wells Surveying 
Camp 

Tue full report of the Llandrindod Wells 
Survey Camp run in conjunction with the 
Diploma Courses held in the Building 
Department of the North Gloucestershire 
Technical College, Cheltenham, has row 
been issued from the College. 

The aim of the camp was to give the 
Diploma students full opportunity of apply- 
ing the principles of surveying to wovk in 
the field on a larger scale than had hitherto 
been possible. The lecturer in charge of 
the camp was Mr. V. G. Lark and his assis- 
tant was Mr. A. Milan. 

The party supplied its own transport and 
camping equipment. The daily supply of 
provisions, and tour of camp duty were 
organised by Mr. Milan on a student rota 
plan. The main body of students was then 


directed into four groups, each with its own 
section leader, and under the control of Mr. 
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Lark proceeded to measure line, angle and 
detail through each section of the site. 
Each group carried out a section of the 
following work: 
1. Running flying levels from the 
trigonometrical station on Little Hill, 
Llandrindod Wells, to establish a TBM 


on the concrete abutment to ‘Shaky 
Bridge.’ 

2. Theodolite traverse including Base 
Line measurement. 

3. Plane table traverse. 

4. Simple tacheometry using the 


theodolite. 

5. Contouring of the camp site area, by 
the grid method and interpolation. 

6. Chaining of triangulation lines to 
pick up detail. 


Conclusion 


Mr. F. Sutcliffe, Head of the Department, 
writes: ‘It has been most encouraging to 
note that the Survey Camp in conjunction 
with the lectures in surveying conducted in 
the Diploma Courses has resulted in a con- 
fident approach to the duties of the sur- 
veyor. Perhaps of equal importance is the 
feeling that the group of young men who 
took part in this venture gained, in addition, 
something which may be quite of equal 
value to that of practical surveying experi- 
ence, yet this is a benefit which cannot be 
expressed in the report. In fact, the camp 
provided so very much active enjoyment and 
resulted in such a satisfactory result, as the 
report so well shows, that one can only 
conclude that “Survey Camp, 1957,” was 
the first of very many such camps to be 
held in the future.’ 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

DaTA Book FoR CiviL ENGINEERS. 
3rd ed. By E. E. Seelye. 
man & Hall). Price 160s. 


Woop SPECIMENS. Edited by Patrick 
Nairn. (London: Tothill Press Ltd.) Price 
63s. 


APPLIED BUILDING 
Anthony Medlycott. 
& Hall.) Price 25s. 


Vol. 2. 
(London: Chap- 


CONSTRUCTION. 
(London: 


By 
Chapman 





ss Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., ‘The Builder, 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





EJMA Aetivities 
At a recent meeting of the Council of the 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Associa- 


tion, with the president, Mr. Walter Hide, 
in the chair, amongst other matters discussed 
were architects’ specifications for hardwood 
joinery, quality of imported softwood, stan- 
dard methods of measurement, fixed price 
contracts, the European Free Trade Area, 
the question of the adoption of the metric 
system for coinage, weights and measures, 
and the suggested revision of the LCC by- 
laws. It was also agreed that the presi- 
dent, the senior vice-president, Mr. W. R. 
Price, and the secretary should represent the 
Association at the next meeting of the Euro- 
pean Confederation of Woodworking In- 
dustries, to be held in Paris in November. 


BUILDING 
MANAGEMENT 
Success of First Joint Weekend 
Residential Course 
From a Correspondent 


HE first joint weekend residential 
course in Building Management to 
be sponsored by a Joint Consultative 
Committee, either regionally or nation- 
ally, was held at Porthcawl, Glam., from 
October 4 to 6. It was organised by the 
South Wales and Monmouthshire 
Regional Committee of the Joint Consul- 
tative Committee, and attended by some 
50 architects, builders and quantity 
surveyors. 

The course was designed to be a serious 
study of certain aspects of building 
management, and to assist the course 
members in the attainment of higher 
efficiency in their respective spheres, and 
in the co-ordination of activities. 

The most notable feature of the course 
was the way in which each section criti- 
cised their own work, and not that of the 
other members of the team. There was 
thus a complete lack of recrimination 
between architect, builder and quantity 
surveyor, which promoted an atmosphere 
in which frank and constructive discus- 
sion could take place. 

There were three working sessions con- 
sisting of a lecture, followed by questions 
and then informal group discussions. A 
final session consisting of a brains trust 
concluded the weekend. 


The first paper was given by Mr. 
K. C. M. Symon, FBIM, of the Building 
Advisory Service, on ‘Organisation within 
the Building Industry... Mr. Symon 
emphasised the importance of good 
organisation at or before the design stage, 
and that building was a team effort and 
each member of the team had their re- 
spective contribution to make to the 
organisations. The need for program- 
ming work before it commenced and also 
for short term planning after the com- 
mencement of the job was stressed as also 
was the improvement in performance that 
work study could bring about. 

Mr. Symon made a plea for the intro- 
duction of incentive schemes: the correct 
information for fixing the incentive 
targets could only be found by work 
measurement. The paper concluded 
with the suggestion that general foremen 
would be able to serve the industry more 
effectively if they received administrative 
training. 

The second paper was read by Mr. 
J. M. AustIn-SMitH, MC, ARIBA, on 
* Designing for Building,’ in which it was 
pointed out that only by use of all the 
management techniques could an im- 
provement in efficiency be brought about. 
It was also shown how the proper use of 
techniques in the early stages of the job 
had a very beneficial effect on the later 
stages. An interesting point that caused 
considerable discussion afterwards, was 
the suggestion that irrespective of 
whether a competitive tender was being 
sought or not, there was no reason why 
those invited to tender should not visit 
the architect’s office during the prepara- 
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tion of the scheme, to discuss the project 
and offer any suggestions. 

Mr. H. R. Parrinper, FRICS, talked 
on ‘The Problem of Cost,’ and said that 
the problem was to inculcate ‘ awareness 
of cost’ into the building team, including 
the building owner. The most vital need 
was to develop techniques for producing 
realistic targets which contained proper 
apportionment of the available money 
which would not be exceeded. 

To tackle the problem dynamically a 
far greater degree of collaboration 
between architect, engineer, quantity sur- 
veyor and client would be required from 
the very earliest stages. 

Mr. Parrinder thought that there was 
a pressing need for research into cost 
problems, and that techniques such as 
cost planning should be taken seriously 
and not lightly dismissed because of 
apparent difficulties. 

The informal group discussions that 
took place after each lecture were ex- 
tremely successful and contributed to the 
undoubted success of the course. The 
South Wales and Monmouthshire Joint 
Consultative Committee are to be 
heartily congratulated on the excellent 
arrangements for the weekend, but above 
all for the initiative and drive in bringing 
such a joint course into being. It is to be 


hoped that other Regional Committees , 


will follow so admirable a lead. i 


BRIXTON SCHOOL , 
OF BUILDING +} 


‘Managing Building Projects’ 


* MANAGING BUILDING PROJECTS” is the 
title of a current special course of four 
weekly discussions organised by the LCC 
Brixton School of Building, which are being 
held on Wednesday evenings at 5 p.m. at 
the Building Centre, WCl. The second dis- 
cussion, ‘Architect and Quantity Surveyor; 
will be held on October 30, when the 
principal speakers will be J. Whittle, ARIBA, 
and G. L. Coates, FRICS. On November 
6 the subject will be ‘Architect and 
Specialist Consultant’ (speakers, R. W. 
Paine, ARIBA, and Ove N. Arup, MICE); 
and on November 13, ‘ Architect and Con- 
tractor’ (Philip Bennett, FRIBA, and A. J. 
Hill, MICE). Tickets on application to the 
Secretary of the School, Ferndale-road, 
SW4. 

Screen Walls 

A SPECIAL course of six weekly lectures 
followed by a final discussion is to be held 
at the Brixton School of Building on 
‘Design and Detailing of Screen Walls, 
commencing on October 31 (6.30 p.m), 
when the introduction to the course will be 
given by Edward D. Mills, FRIBA. Other 
lectures in the course will be: ‘General 
Principles Governing the Design of Screen 
Wall Systems,’ by John D. Kay, ARIBA 


(November 7); ‘Glass in Screen Wall 
Systems, by T. A. Markus, ARIBA 
(November 14); ‘Concrete Cladding 


Systems,’ by J. G. Wilson, ARIBA (Novem- 
ber 21); ‘Timber Cladding Systems,’ by E. 
Levin, ARIBA (November 28); ‘ Joint Seal- 
ing, by John  Bowler-Reed, PhD. 
(December 5); and closing session and 
general discussion (December 12). 

Fee for the course is £1. Applications to 
the Secretary of the School. 
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GRANTS FOR HISTORIC 
BUILDINGS 


Blenheim and Longleat in 
New List 


NOTHER 28 grants to help to preserve 
A historic buildings and their contents 
have been made by the Minister of Works 
on recommendation of the Historic Build- 
ings Councils for England and Scotland 
under Act of Parliament of 1953. 

The great houses of Blenheim and Long- 
Jeat are outstanding among the residences 
in this list. There appear also two Oxford- 
shire town halls, two groups of cottages in 
Fast Anglia, and a mansion used as a 
school, One grant has as part of its 
object the nepair of garden buildings; an- 
other is for restoration of pictures. 
A condition attached to each grant is that 
the public shall be afforded reasonable 
| opportunities to view the building. 
| Since the Historic Buildings Councils 
were set up they have considered 2,013 
applications for aid, rejecting 1,229 of them. 

' The number of buildings whose owners 

have received assistance has reached 462, 
and the total value of the grants is 
£1,361,872. The current list is as follows: 
ENGLAND 
Scrivelsby Court Gatehouse, nr. Horncastle, 
Lincs.; The Old Manor House, Allington, nr. 
Grantham, Lincs.; Church Cottages, Cavendish 
Green, Suffolk ; Church Cottages, Church Walk, 
Clavering, Essex ; Carshalton House and Garden 
Buildings, Carshalton, Surrey; Pictures at Clan- 
don Park, nr. Guildford, Surrey; Old Court 
Hall, Milton, Kent: Sissinghurst Castle, Kent; 
Wilmington Priory, Wilmington, Sussex; Blen- 
_ heim Palace, Woodstock, Oxfordshire; Town 
| Hall, Woodstock, Oxfordshire: Town Hall, 
+ Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire ; 64 and 64a Bar- 
ton-street, Tewkesbury, Glos.: Longleat House, 
Wilts.; Burderop Park, nr. Swindon, Wilts. : 
Beckington Abbey, nr. Bath, Somerset: God- 
olphin, Helston, Cornwall. 
SCOTLAND 
9 and 10 Union-street and Seaforth House, 
Fortrose, Ross and Cromarty: Grandhome, 

Aberdeenshire; Paintings at Guthrie 

Angus; Kellie Castle, Pittenweem, Fife; 

Castle, Elie, Fife: Town House, Culross, 

Michael Bruce’s Cottage, Kinnesswood, Kinross- 

shire; Menstrie Castle, Clackmannanshire ; 

Town Clerk Norrie’s House and 36-38 Broad- 

street, Stirling: Luffness House, Aberlady, East 

Lothian; Pictures at Culzean Castle, Ayrshire. 


BUILDING SOCIETY RATES 


No Change Recommended 








AT ITS MEETING on October 18 the Coun- 
cil of the Building Societies Association 
decided to make no change in its recom- 
mendations relating to the rates of interest 
paid on investments or charged on 
mortgages. 

The subject will be kept under review, 
but the Council’s hope is that building 
societies may be able to avoid an increase 
in the current level of their interest rates. 

If, however, a higher general level of 
long-term rates should become established, 
building societies might be forced to con- 
sider an upward adjustment in their rates. 





‘Urban Motorways’ 


The British Road Federation has issued 
“Urban Motorways,’ a fully illustrated 250- 
page book which is a record of the pro- 
ceedings of the International Highway 
Conference held in London last year. Copies 
from the Federation’s offices at 28, Man- 
chester-square, W1, price 55s. 


NATIONAL FEDERATION 
Junior Vice-Presidency 
Nomination 


R. D. E. WOODBINE PARISH, of 

London, has been nominated by the 
Council to be a junior vice-president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. The nomination is due to be 
submitted at the annual general meeting, 
which is to be held in London on January 
29 next. Mr. Woodbine Parish was presi- 
dent of the LMBA in 1952 and is chairman 
of the National Advisory Committee for the 
Training of General Foremen. 

Minister to Attend Annual 

Dinner 


Mr. HuGH Motson, MP, Minister of 
Works, has accepted an invitation to attend 
the annual dinner of the National Federation 
which will be held on Tuesday, January 28 
next, at Grosvenor House, WI. Tickets 
from the Secretary of the Federation at 82, 
New Cavendish-street, W1. 

The Federation’s annual general meeting 
will be held on the following day, January 
29, at the Liverpool Victoria Friendly 
Society’s building, Bloomsbury-square, 
WC1, commencing at 10.30 a.m. 


‘CHINESE PAVILION 
SHIPPED TO IRELAND’ 
Preservation Order Broken: 
Builder Fined 


\ CHINESE pavilion, which was subject 
= to a building preservation order, was 
said at Brill (Bucks) on October 14 to have 
been sold and removed to Ireland. 

Leonard William Hill, a builder, 
Bourton-on-the-Water (Glos.) was fined £40 
for permitting works to be executed in con- 
travention of a building preservation order. 
Hill, who pleaded guilty, was also ordered 
to pay five guineas costs. 

Mr. J. R. AstTLey, for Bucks County 
Council. said the case was the first brought 
under this section of the Town and Country 
Planning Aet in Buckinghamshire. He said 
that Hill was aware of the order when he 
bought Wotton House. Wotton Underwood. 
The pavilion was in a sunken garden and 
was decorated with painted Chinese scenes 
inside and out. It was dismantled and 
removed to Ireland last March. 

Masor Hitt (defending) said that Hill 
received a letter from Major Michael 
Beaumont, who had formerly farmed at 
Wotton and owned the mansion. He said 
that Major Beaumont was a former MP for 
Buckingham, now living in Ireland. In the 
letter he asked to buy the pavilion, which 
he said he had removed from an island in 
Wotton Lake and re-erected in the sunken 
garden in 1926. He said that he knew there 
was a preservation order. The letter added: 
‘TI rescued the pavilion from deterioration 
30 years ago and am anxious about its 
preservation.” 

The pavilion was sold to him for £75, 
the defendant leaving the onus on Major 
Beaumont to get the necessary permission. 

Major Hill said that at the time of the 
transaction the building was in bad repair 
and a farmer stored hay in. it. No appli- 
cation to the County Council was made by 
Major Beaumont, but the pavilion was dis- 
mantled and taken to County Kildare. 


of 
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APPOINTMENT OF 
SUB-CONTRACTORS 
* Nominations by Architects 
Increasing Building Costs’ 


R. FRANK RUSSON, chairman and 
managing director of Bryant and Sor, 
Ltd., of Birmingham, and past-president of 
the Midland Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, said on October 16 that the 
policy of architects in giving work to 
specialist firms instead of allowing the main 
contractor to put the work out to tender 
was increasing building costs. There was 
growing resentment among builders about 
the growing power of architects in deciding 
who should do what, but builders were 
partly to blame. Between the wars they 
had tended to do less and less work on whole 
projects. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Russon thought there 
were good reasons for architects giving some 
work to specific firms. Specialisation pro- 
duced better if sometimes more expensive 
workmanship, but the question was how 
far the specialisation should go. ‘The 
present tendency for architects to put out 
more and more work is unfortunate,’ he 
said. For one thing, it placed a_ heavier 
load of responsibility on builders. 

‘Often they have had nothing to do with 
the work, but are still held responsible if 
any faults develop. There is no managerial 
fee and yet they have to organise and 
administer all these sub-contractors. What 
is probably of more importance is that 
while 12 builders will compete for the job 
in the normal way, the architect has prob- 
ably chosen from no more than _ three 
specialist sub-contractors. In most instances 
there is only one.” 

The Birmingham City Architect, Mr. 
A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, said there had been 
‘considerable complaint’ from builders that 
as much as 50 per cent. of work was being 
dealt with by the architect. ‘We are trying 
as hard as we can to eliminate this,’ he 
said. ‘I appreciate the desire of the main 
contractor to have more control, and apart 
from really specialised items, such as heat- 
ing and electrical services, it is our policy 
to leave the contractor to provide all the 
other services, if they are up to standard.’ 


PLASTERING CONTRACTORS 
National Federation’s Annual 
Meeting 


THE eighth annual general meeting of the 
National Federation of Plastering Con- 
tractors will be held on December 10 at the 
Charing Cross Hotel, London. The follow- 
ing are to be nominated for election as 
officers of the Federation for 1958:—Presi- 
dent, Mr. D. V. Ormston (Stockton-on- 
Tees); senior vice-president, Mr. P. A. 
James (London); junior vice-president, Mr. 
J. S. Cothliff (Liverpool); immediate past- 
president, Mr. A. C. V. Telling (Bristol); 
hon. treasearer, Mr. H. Humber (London). 


The NFPC is proposing to organise, in 
May or early June next year, a fortnight’s 
visit to France and Italy. The itinerary will 
include visits to a number of building sites 
and contracts of interest to plastering con- 
tractors. 








732 


FUEL RESEARCH 


New Research Station at 
Stevenage 


HE Research Council of the Department 

of Scientific and Industrial Research has 
decided to replace the present Fuel Research 
Station at Greenwich, where it would be 
uneconomic to spend more money on the 
buildings, by a new Research Station at 
Stevenage. 

Each item on the present programme of 
the Fuel Research Station has been con- 
sidered very carefully to see whether it 
should be continued at Stevenage or 
whether it would be better completed at 
Greenwich or left to some other research 
organisation. As a result only the follow- 
ing researches now being undertaken at the 
Fuel Research Station will be transferred to 
Stevenage: 





(i) the study of the synthesis of carbon 
monoxide and hydrogen to produce oils 
and chemicals ; 

(ii) work on atmospheric pollution and its 
prevention, where it is planned to pro- 
vide a fuller scientific service in this 
field for the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government to assist them in 


making the administrative decisions 
necessary under the Clean Air Act 
regulations. 


Buildings —To carry out these investiga- 
tions the new Research Station at Stevenage 
will comprise: (a) A main service and 
research laboratory block with separate 
wing for administrative offices and library; 
(b) two buildings to provide accommodation 
for the intermediate scale work on the 
synthesis of oil and for similar work on 
mineral processing and other projects. Pro- 
vision is being made for further buildings 
of this type as occasion arises; (c) work- 
shops, etc. 

The estimated cost of the Station, includ- 
ing the site, is about £750,000. Work on 
the site has already begun, and it is hoped 
to start occupation of the Station in the 
autumn of 1958 and to complete the Station 
in the spring of 1959. 


THE BATTLE AGAINST 
CORROSION 


London Exhibition Opened 


ME. HARMAR NICHOLLS, Parliamen- 

tary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works, in opening the Corrosion Exhibition 
at the Royal Horticultural Society’s Old 
Hall on October 15, said that he believed 
that this was the first occasion on which an 
exhibition had been staged to inform the 
public of the effects of corrosion and of the 
methods available for its control. 

‘Modern machines,’ said Mr. Nicholls, 
‘operate at greater speeds, develop greater 
pressures, and run at higher temperatures 
than ever before; and where in the past cor- 
rosion might have caused merely a tem- 
porary inconvenience, today it means risk 
of serious accidents and disastrous losses. 

‘That is why we must aim at machines 
which can be relied upon to operate at full 
efficiency during the whole of their work- 
ing life and, of course, to attain a working 
life as long as possible. 

‘This exhibition will show the great 
efforts which have been and are being made 
to improve the understanding of the 


mechanism of corrosion attack and to in- 
vent new methods of conserving against it 
materials, buildings, machines, communica- 
tions, and the 101 things we use in daily 
life.’ 

Several of the Government’s own 
research stations and _ other research 
associations had been increasingly exercised 
in these efforts, as had similar agencies 
overseas. They and the Society of Chemical 
Industry with its special ‘Corrosion 
Group’ had done much to pass on the 
results of these efforts to the technical 
people best able to develop and apply them. 

‘Now the time is ripe to bring to the 
notice of a wider audience the increasing 
knowledge and resources now available to 
prevent losses by corrosion,’ Mr. Nicholls 
declared. 


GLAZED CEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS 
Points from Annual Report 


HE following extracts from the third 

annual report of the Glazed Cement 

Manufacturers’ Association indicate more of 
the Association’s activities in 1957: 

Registration of the Association under the 
Restrictive Trade Practices Act, 1956.—In 
common with most trade associations, the 
Association registered under the above Act; 
its Specification, Conditions of Contract, 
Schedule of Day Work Conditions and 
Articles of Association being among the 
documents registered with the Registrar. 

Penalty Clauses in  Sub-Contracts. — 
Members agreed that they would seek to 
limit their liability when presented with 
penalty clauses in sub-contracts, to that pro- 
portion of the main contract liability that 
the sub-contract value bears to the value of 
the main contract. 

Ministry of Works’ Policy on Fixed Price 
Contracts —The policy of the Ministry in 
calling for fixed price tenders from their 
main contractors caused considerable con- 
cern among members who were tendering 
for sub-contract work, due to the fact that 
there was no guarantee that prices of basic 
materials and of labour would not increase 
between the time of tendering and the time 
of executing the sub-contract, and the fact 
that as much as two years elapsed between 
the time of tendering for and of executing 
the Association’s particular class of sub- 
contract work which, of necessity, comes 
towards the end of a main contract. 

Glazed Cement in Bills of Quantities. — 
The Association was unable to convince the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
that the practice of some of their members 
of including glazed cement in the paint sec- 
tion of bills of quantities was causing a 


certain amount of confusion over this 
product. 
Glazed Cement and Plastic Finishes.— 


Further instances occurred during the year 


of confusion by architects and others in 
distinguishing between a glazed cement wall 
finish and the application of a plastic paint. 





Retail Price Index 


The official index figure of retail prices 
at September 17 (January 17, 1956 = 100) 
was 106, the same figure as at August 13. 
Calculated to one decimal, the September 
index was 106.1 compared with 106.4 for 
August. 
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‘NEW HOMES FoR oy 


Norwich Demonstration of 
Modernised Houses 


Frour 80-year-old Norwich ter 
which had no bathroom, hot Wate 
systems or internal we’s, were opened tg ‘ 
public on October 23, to demonstrate ho, 
structurally sound older houses can t 
modernised and given a new lease of li 
with the aid of substantial grants, Ih 
demonstration has been arranged by the Cir 
of Norwich in collaboration With th 
Ministry of Housing and Local Governmen; 
The houses, Nos. 128, 130, 132 and 1 
Magpie-road, are typical of hundreds in the 
city. One has been left in its original gta: 
so that it can be contrasted with those whic 
have been modernised. ' 
All the houses have been given or will be 
given bathrooms, indoor we’s, and hot wats 
supplies. One form of improvement tens 
the back bedroom into a bathroom, This 
house has been supplied with hot water by 
electricity. In the next house, a new bath: 
room with we replaces the old fuel store and 
outside we, thus retaining all three bed. 
rooms. In the third house a bathroom, 
hand basin and we replaces part of th 
second bedroom. A solid fuel stove with 
back boiler supplies hot water. The three 


TaCe houses 





houses have been improved at costs of £295 
£296 and £319, towards which an owner | 
could receive up to half in grant. The grants 
are administered by the local council. 

The demonstration will be open to the 
public free of charge on weekdays from 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. until November 9 (Satur- 
days 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.). 


GRAND UNION CANAL 
IMPROVEMENTS 
£14 millions Scheme 


A PROGRAMME of improvements to 
“cost nearly £14 millions for the Grand 
Union Canal between London and Berk- 
hamsted was recently announced by Sir 
Reginald Kerr, General Manager of British 
Transport Waterways. This is the last 
detailed programme to be announced under 
the British Transport Commission’s £54 mil- 
lions Development Plan for their principal 
inland waterways, first published in January, 
1956, and which has already made consider- 
able progress. The work to be done on the 
Grand Union Canal consists mainly of 
bank protection (chiefly between Brentford 
and Uxbridge and between Southall and 
Harlesden), the construction and_ enlarge 
ment of locks at Brentford and dredging. 
Between Brentford and Uxbridge, on the 
main route of the Canal, and between Bull's 
Bridge Junction (Southall) and Harlesden, on 
the Paddington arm, some 13 miles of steel 
piling and eight miles of concrete piling are 
required and a pile-making workshop is to 





be set up at Bull’s Bridge, augmenting the 
existing workshop at Marsworth, neat 
Tring. Bank protection work will cost 
£925,000. 

Thames Lock, Brentford, and one of the 
double Brentford locks above it are to be 


replaced by two larger locks, each 95 ft. 


long and 18 ft. 6 in. wide, capable of tak- 
ing a fully laden 135-ton Lee barge and 
these improvements will cost £230,000. 
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LAW REPORT 
Contractors’ Duty to Insure 
Against Damage for Benefit of 

Their Employer 


Gold v. Patman and Fotheringham. In the 
Queen’s Bench Division before Mr. Justice 
Gorman. 

FTER an eight-day hearing in the 
<* Queen’s Bench Division of an action 
which concluded on October 11, in which a 
building owner sued a firm of building and 
demolition contractors for breach of con- 
tract to insure, Mr. Justice Gorman held 
that under the standard form of RIBA con- 
tract between the parties, the contractors 
were under an obligation to insure for the 
benefit of their employer against damage to 
adjoining properties through subsidence or 
collapse. 

The case had been referred to by Mr. 
Gerald Gardiner, QC, who appeared for 
the plaintiff building owner, as ‘of the 
greatest importance to building contractors, 
architects and both sides of the trade 
generally, dealing as it does with the con- 
struction of a common form of contract in 
the trade.’ 

Plaintiff was Mr. Joseph Gold, a surveyor, 
of Mill Hill, NW, and defendants were Pat- 
man and Fotheringham, Ltd., demolition 
and building contractors, of Islington, N. 
Mr. Gold claimed that defendants contracted 
with him to demolish his bomb-damaged 
property at No. 19 Buckingham-gate, 
London, and build a six-storey block of 
offices in its place. He alleged the contract 
provided that the contractors should either 
insure or indemnify him against any damage 
to adjoining property which might arise 
from the work. Damage occurred to party 
walls on both sides of the property, but he 
alleged that defendants had failed either 
effectively to insure nim against his liability 
or to indemnify him themselves. Defen- 
dants denied liability to insure the plaintiff 
and resisted the claim for damages which 
he made. 

It was stated that defendants had in force 
an annual policy underwritten by Lloyd’s. 
Plaintiff stated that claims for nearly 
£12,000 had been made against him already 
arising from the damage to the party walls, 
and further claims were anticipated. 

Mr. Justice Gorman entered judgment for 
the plaintiff for damages to be assessed by 
an official referee, and awarded costs against 
defendants. The judge granted a stay of 
execution of the reference as to damages, 
and of payment of costs, if notice of appeal 
was given by defendants within 21 days. 

Giving judgment, His Lorpsuip said the 
contract was drawn up on the RIBA form. 
Clause 10 provided that no variations should 
vitilate the contract, and it was stated that 
work included in the contract should be 
deemed to be that set out in the bills of 
quantities, which bills should be deemed 
to have been prepared in accordance with 
the principles of the Standard Method of 
Measurement of Building Works. 


Operation of Clause 14 


Clause 14 provided that the contractor 
should be liable for and should indemnify 
the employer against personal injury or 
death arising out of the execution of the 
work, unless due to any act or neglect by 


the employer, and that the contractor should 
similarly be liable for or indemnify the em- 
ployer in respect of any loss to any pro- 
perty, real or personal, in so far as it arose 
out of the negligent execution of the works 
or the fault of the contractor. 

Then there was a condition that, without 
prejudice to his liability to indemnify the 
employer under clause 14, the contractor 
should effect (or cause sub-contractors to 
effect) insurance. Should the contractor be 
in default, the employer might himself take 
out insurance and deduct the premiums from 
monies due to the contractor. 

Under clause 15, the contractor was re- 
quired to insure against fire in the joint 
names of the employer and contractor, and 
reference was made to the bills of quantities, 
which contained the words: * The contractor 
shall insure or make payments in connec- 
tion with the following: insurance of 
adjoining properties against subsidence or 
collapse.’ His lordship said the total con- 
tract price was £36,113, and in a summary 
at the end of the bills there was an item 
‘water and insurances, £275.’ 

Effect of Piling Work 

The judge said it was originally provided 
that the building should have weight-bear- 
ing walls and strip foundations, but this was 
varied to pile foundations with a frame 
structure. In October, 1954, piling work 
was started, and in December, 1954, cracks 
occurred in the structures of Nos. 18 and 20 
Buckingham-gate. ‘I don’t think there can 
be any doubt that the cracks in the walls, 
or their collapse and subsidence, were the 
result of the piling work, said the judge. 
It was because of the claims by the adjoin- 
ing owners that the action had arisen. It 
was to be observed, however, that there 
were no allegations of negligence on either 
side. 

Plaintiff, said his lordship, complained 
that defendants had undertaken to cover 
him by insurance for his benefit against the 
subject matter of the claims now being made 
against him. They had either failed to do 
so or failed to enforce the policy. Defen- 
dants replied that there was no enforceable 
contract because the words used in the in- 
surance provisions were so vague and un- 
certain that it was impossible to spell into 
them any obligation. Alternatively, they 
said if a contract was to be construed it did 
not impose any obligation upon them to 
insure the plaintiff, but only to insure them- 
selves. They further asserted that even if 
they were obliged to insure plaintiff, he had 
failed to carry out conditions which should 
be implied to be precedent to any obliga- 
tion upon them to insure him. It was also 
said by the defence that the annual, or block 
policy which defendants had did insure 
plaintiff against the risks in question, 
though unwittingly, and that there was no 
obligation upon defendants to enforce the 
insurance because plaintiff himself had a 
right to do so. 

His lordship said it had been suggested 
that if plaintiff wanted insurance he could 
take it out himself. ‘I think there is force 
in the suggestion that everything in this con- 
tract is made a charge on the responsibility 
of the contractor with the object of having 
an inclusive contract so that the building 
owner may know what his obligation is 
going to be.’ The judge continued: ‘I am 
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satisfied that plaintiff is right that there was 
an obligation upon defendants to insure him 
against the risk, and in so far as the defence 
is based upon vagueness or that the con- 
tractors’ obligation was to insure themselves 
rather than the employer, I think it is 
wrong.’ 

His lordship also rejected defendants’ con- 
tention that plaintiff was covered by their 
annual policy. Dealing with the defence 
that plaintiff had failed to conform with 
implied conditions precedent to the con- 
tractors’ obligation to insure him, Mr. Jus- 
tice Gorman said it was contended that no 
effective policy could have been obtained 
if the conditions were not complied with. 
The first condition was said to be that any 
varied work which might affect adjoining 
properties should consist of a definite scheme 
of operations from which plaintiff would 
undertake not to depart without notification 
and approval. The judge said he did not 
think it right to imply such a condition. The 
building owner had power under the con- 
tract to have work varied. 

The second condition he was asked to 
imply was that facts material to the in 
surance must be disclosed by plaintiff. who 
had not done so. Rejecting the submission. 
his lordship said the facts showed that 
defendants were fully aware of everything 
which was going on at the site. Even if 
such a condition was to be implied he would 
hold it had been fulfilled. Even supposing 
the two conditions were to be implied, there 
was no evidence that a policy of insurance 
could not have been obtained, though the 
premium might have been affected. 


Type of Policy Desirable 


His lordship said it had been suggested 
to him that if he found for the plaintiff. 
someone would have to assess damages and 
that he might therefore state the type of 
policy which he held should have been 
effected by the contractors on plaintiff's be 
half. 

‘1 think the policy should insure plaintifi 
against any liability which he might law- 
fully incur to adjoining owners or occupiers 
at Nos. 18 and 20, Buckingham-gate, in con- 
sequence of subsidence or collapse.’ said the 
judge. 

As stated, his lordship entered judgment 
for plaintiff. 


Registered House-Builders 
FEDERATION'S AGM 


THE annual general meeting of the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders 
will be held on December 5 at the head- 
quarters of the NFBTE, 82, New Cavendish- 
street, London, WI. The chair will be taken 
by the president, Mr. C. R. Setter, JP, of 
Bristol, at 2.30 p.m. 

The FRHB’s annual dinner and dance 
will be held at the Park-lane Hotel, W1, on 
December 5. Tickets from the Secretary. 
at 82, New Cavendish-street, WI. 


Brick Shortage Reported 

Work on council houses for the Skelton 
and Brotton Urban Council was being 
retarded due to the shortage of local bricks. 
reported the surveyor, Mr. F. Stringer. at 
the health and housing committee meeting 
recently. He said the supply from local 
sources was extremely poor at the present. 
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FUEL RESEARCH 


New Research Station at 
Stevenage 


HE Research Council of the Department 

of Scientific and Industrial Research has 
decided to replace the present Fuel Research 
Station at Greenwich, where it would be 
uneconomic to spend more money on the 
buildings, by a new Research Station at 
Stevenage. 

Each item on the present programme of 
the Fuel Research Station has been con- 
sidered very carefully to see whether it 
should be continued at Stevenage or 
whether it would be better completed at 
Greenwich or left to some other research 
organisation. As a result only the follow- 
ing researches now being undertaken at the 
Fuel Research Station will be transferred to 
Stevenage:— 

(i) the study of the synthesis of carbon 


monoxide and hydrogen to produce oils 
and chemicals ; 

(ii) work on atmospheric pollution and its 
prevention, where it is planned to pro- 
vide a fuller scientific service in this 
field for the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government to assist them in 


making the administrative decisions 
necessary under the Clean Air Act 
regulations. 


Buildings——To carry out these investiga- 
tions the new Research Station at Stevenage 
will comprise: (a) A main service and 
research laboratory block with separate 
wing for administrative offices and library; 
(b) two buildings to provide accommodation 
for the intermediate scale work on the 
synthesis of oil and for similar work on 
mineral processing and other projects. Pro- 
vision is being made for further buildings 
of this type as occasion arises; (c) work- 
shops, etc. 

The estimated cost of the Station, includ- 
ing the site, is about £750,000. Work on 
the site has already begun, and it is hoped 
to start occupation of the Station in the 
autumn of 1958 and to complete the Station 
in the spring of 1959. 


THE BATTLE AGAINST 
CORROSION 


London Exhibition Opened 


MR. HARMAR NICHOLLS, Parliamen- 
” tary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works, in opening the Corrosion Exhibition 
at the Royal Horticultural Society’s Old 
Hall on October 15, said that he believed 
that this was the first occasion on which an 
exhibition had been staged to inform the 
public of the effects of corrosion and of the 
methods available for its control. 

‘Modern machines,’ said Mr. Nicholls, 
‘operate at greater speeds, develop greater 
pressures, and run at higher temperatures 
than ever before; and where in the past cor- 
rosion might have caused merely a tem- 
porary inconvenience, today it means risk 
of serious accidents and disastrous losses. 

‘That is why we must aim at machines 
which can be relied upon to operate at full 
efficiency during the whole of their work- 
ing life and, of course, to attain a working 
life as long as possible. 

“This exhibition will show the great 
efforts which have been and are being made 
to improve the understanding of the 


mechanism of corrosion attack and to in- 
vent new methods of conserving against it 
materials, buildings, machines, communica- 
tions, and the 101 things we use in daily 
life.’ 

Several of the Government’s own 
research stations and _ other research 
associations had been increasingly exercised 
in these efforts, as had similar agencies 
overseas. They and the Society of Chemical 
Industry with its special ‘Corrosion 
Group’ had done much to pass on the 
results of these efforts to the technical 
people best able to develop and apply them. 

“Now the time is ripe to bring to the 
notice of a wider audience the increasing 
knowledge and resources now available to 
prevent losses by corrosion,’ Mr. Nicholls 
declared. 


GLAZED CEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS 
Points from Annual Report 


HE following extracts from the third 

annual report of the Glazed Cement 

Manufacturers’ Association indicate more of 
the Association’s activities in 1957: 

Registration of the Association under the 
Restrictive Trade Practices Act, 1956.—In 
common with most trade associations, the 
Association registered under the above Act; 
its Specification, Conditions of Contract, 
Schedule of Day Work Conditions and 
Articles of Association being among the 
documents registered with the Registrar, 

Penalty Clauses in  Sub-Contracts. — 
Members agreed that they would seek to 
limit their liability when presented with 
penalty clauses in sub-contracts, to that pro- 
portion of the main contract liability that 
the sub-contract value bears to the value of 
the main contract. 

Ministry of Works’ Policy on Fixed Price 
Contracts—The policy of the Ministry in 
calling for fixed price tenders from their 
main contractors caused considerable con- 
cern among members who were tendering 
for sub-contract work, due to the fact that 
there was no guarantee that prices of basic 
materials and of labour would not increase 
between the time of tendering and the time 
of executing the sub-contract, and the fact 
that as much as two years elapsed between 
the time of tendering for and of executing 
the Association’s particular class of sub- 
contract work which, of necessity, comes 
towards the end of a main contract. 

Glazed Cement in Bills of Quantities. — 
The Association was unable to convince the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
that the practice of some of their members 
of including glazed cement in the paint sec- 
tion of bills of quantities was causing a 


certain amount of confusion over this 
product. 
Glazed Cement and Plastic Finishes.— 


Further instances occurred during the year 


of confusion by architects and others in 
distinguishing between a glazed cement wall 
finish and the application of a plastic paint. 


Retail Price Index 


The official index figure of retail prices 
at September 17 (January 17, 1956 = 100) 
was 106, the same figure as at August 13. 
Calculated to one decimal, the September 
index was 106.1 compared with 106.4 for 
August. 
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‘NEW HOMES FOR OL)’ 
Norwich Demonstration 0 
Modernised Houses 


FrouR 80-year-old Norwich terrace hous. 
which had no bathroom, hot pis 

; : A ’ Water 
systems or internal we’s, were opened tO the 
public on October 23, to demonstrate - 
structurally sound older houses can b 
modernised and given a new lease of li 
with the aid of substantial grants, Th 
demonstration has been arranged by the Cjy 
of Norwich in collaboration with th 
Ministry of Housing and Local Governmen; 

The houses, Nos. 128, 130, 132 and 1 
Magpie-road, are typical of hundreds jn the 
city. One has been left in its original gta. 
so that it can be contrasted with those whic 
have been modernised. 

All the houses have been given or Will be 
given bathrooms, indoor we’s, and hot wate 
supplies. One form of improvement turn 
the back bedroom into a bathroom. Thi 
house has been supplied with hot water by 
electricity. In the next house, a new bath. 
room with we replaces the old fuel store and 
outside we, thus retaining all three bed: 
rooms. In the third house a_bathroom_| 
hand basin and we replaces part of the 
second bedroom. A solid fuel stove with! 
back boiler supplies hot water. The three 
houses have been improved at costs of £295 
£296 and £319, towards which an owner 
could receive up to half in grant. The gran 
are administered by the local council. 

The demonstration will be open to the 
public free of charge on weekdays from 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. until November 9 (atu: 
days 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.). / 


GRAND UNION CANAL | 
IMPROVEMENTS _ | 
£14 millions Scheme 


A PROGRAMME of improvements to | 
“™ cost nearly £14 millions for the Grand 
Union Canal between London and Ber- 
hamsted was recently announced by Sir 
Reginald Kerr, General Manager of British 
Transport Waterways. This is the last 
detailed programme to be announced under 
the British Transport Commission’s £54 mil- 
lions Development Plan for their principal | 
inland waterways, first published in January, 
1956, and which has already made consider- 
able progress. The work to be done on the 
Grand Union Canal consists mainly of 
bank protection (chiefly between Brentford 
and Uxbridge and between Southall and 
Harlesden), the construction and_ enlarge 
ment of locks at Brentford and dredging. 


Between Brentford and Uxbridge, on the 
main route of the Canal, and between Bulls 
Bridge Junction (Southall) and Harlesden, on 
the Paddington arm, some 13 miles of steel 
piling and eight miles of concrete piling are 
required and a pile-making workshop is to 








be set up at Bull’s Bridge, augmenting the 


existing workshop at Marsworth, neat 
Tring. Bank protection work will cost 
£925,000. 


Thames Lock, Brentford, and one of the 


double Brentford locks above it are to be | 


replaced by two larger locks, each 95 ft 
long and 18 ft. 6 in. wide, capable of tak 
ing a fully laden 135-ton Lee barge and 
these improvements will cost £230,000. 
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LAW REPORT 
Contractors’ Duty to Insure 
Against Damage for Benefit of 

Their Employer 


Gold v. Patman and Fotheringham. In the 
Queen’s Bench Division before Mr. Justice 
Gorman. 

FTER an eight-day hearing in the 
+* Queen’s Bench Division of an action 
which concluded on October 11, in which a 
building owner sued a firm of building and 
demolition contractors for breach of con- 
tract to insure, Mr. Justice Gorman held 
that under the standard form of RIBA con- 
tract between the parties, the contractors 
were under an obligation to insure for the 
benefit of their employer against damage to 
adjoining properties through subsidence or 
collapse. 

The case had been referred to by Mr. 
Gerald Gardiner, QC, who appeared for 
the plaintiff building owner, as ‘of the 
greatest importance to building contractors, 
architects and both sides of the trade 
generally, dealing as it does with the con- 
struction of a common form of contract in 
the trade.’ 

Plaintiff was Mr. Joseph Gold, a surveyor, 
of Mill Hill, NW, and defendants were Pat- 
man and Fotheringham, Ltd., demolition 
and building contractors, of Islington, N. 
Mr. Gold claimed that defendants contracted 
with him to demolish his bomb-damaged 
property at No. 19 Buckingham-gate, 
London, and build a six-storey block of 
offices in its place. He alleged the contract 
provided that the contractors should either 
insure or indemnify him against any damage 
to adjoining property which might arise 
from the work. Damage occurred to party 
walls on both sides of the property, but he 
alleged that defendants had failed either 
effectively to insure nim against his liability 
or to indemnify him themselves. Defen- 
dants denied liability to insure the plaintiff 
and resisted the claim for damages which 
he made. 

It was stated that defendants had in force 
an annual policy underwritten by Lloyd’s. 
Plaintiff stated that claims for nearly 
£12,000 had been made against him already 
arising from the damage to the party walls, 
and further claims were anticipated. 

Mr. Justice Gorman entered judgment for 
the plaintiff for damages to be assessed by 
an Official referee, and awarded costs against 
defendants. The judge granted a stay of 
execution of the reference as to damages, 
and of payment of costs, if notice of appeal 
was given by defendants within 21 days. 

Giving judgment, His Lorpsuir said the 
contract was drawn up on the RIBA form. 
Clause 10 provided that no variations should 
Vitlate the contract, and it was stated that 
work included in the contract should be 
deemed to be that set out in the bills of 
quantities, which bills should be deemed 
to have been prepared in accordance with 
the principles of the Standard Method of 
Measurement of Building Works. 


Operation of Clause 14 


Clause 14 provided that the conttactor 
should be liable for and should indemnify 
the employer against personal injury or 
death arising out of the execution of the 
work, unless due to any act or neglect by 


the employer, and that the contractor should 
similarly be liable for or indemnify the em- 
ployer in respect of any loss to any pro- 
perty, real or personal, in so far as it arose 
out of the negligent execution of the works 
or ‘the fault of the contractor. 

Then there was a condition that, without 
prejudice to his liability to indemnify the 
employer under clause 14, the contractor 
should effect (or cause sub-contractors to 
effect) insurance. Should the contractor be 
in default, the employer might himself take 
out insurance and deduct the premiums from 
monies due to the contractor. 

Under clause 15, the contractor was re- 
quired to insure against fire in the joint 
names of the employer and contractor, and 
reference was made to the bills of quantities, 
which contained the words: * The contractor 
shall insure or make payments in connec- 
tion with the following: insurance of 
adjoining properties against subsidence or 
collapse.’ His lordship said the total con- 
tract price was £36,113, and in a summary 
at the end of the bills there was an item 
“water and insurances, £275. 

Effect of Piling Work 

The judge said it was originally provided 
that the building should have weight-bear- 
ing walls and strip foundations, but this was 
varied to pile foundations with a frame 
structure. In October, 1954, piling work 
was started, and in December, 1954, cracks 
occurred in the structures of Nos. 18 and 20 
Buckingham-gate. ‘I don’t think there can 
be any doubt that the cracks in the walls, 
or their collapse and subsidence, were the 
result of the piling work, said the judge. 
It was because of the claims by the adjoin- 
ing owners that the action had arisen. It 
was to be observed, however, that there 
were no allegations of negligence on either 
side. 

Plaintiff, said his lordship, complained 
that defendants had undertaken to cover 
him by insurance for his benefit against the 
subject matter of the claims now being made 
against him. They had either failed to do 
so or failed to enforce the policy. Defen- 
dants replied that there was no enforceable 
contract because the words used in the in- 
surance provisions were so vague and un- 
certain that it was impossible to spell into 
them any obligation. Alternatively, they 
said if a contract was to be construed it did 
not impose any obligation upon them to 
insure the plaintiff, but only to insure them- 
selves. They further asserted that even if 
they were obliged to insure plaintiff, he had 
failed to carry out conditions which should 
be implied to be precedent to any obliga- 
tion upon them to insure him. It was also 
said by the defence that the annual, or block 
policy which defendants had did insure 
plaintiff against the risks in question, 
though unwittingly, and that there was no 
obligation upon defendants to enforce the 
insurance because plaintiff himself had a 
right to do so. 

His lordship said it had been suggested 
that if plaintiff wanted insurance he could 
take it out himself. ‘I think there is force 
in the suggestion that everything in this con- 
tract is made a charge on the responsibility 
of the contractor with the object of having 
an inclusive contract so that the building 
owner may know what his obligation is 
going to be.’ The judge continued: ‘I am 


faa 


satisfied that plaintiff is right that there was 
an obligation upon defendants to insure him 
against the risk, and in so far as the defence 
is based upon vagueness or that the con- 
tractors’ obligation was to insure themselves 
rather than the employer, I think it is 
wrong.” 

His lordship also rejected defendants’ con- 
tention that plaintiff was covered by their 
annual policy. Dealing with the defence 
that plaintiff had failed to conform with 
implied conditions precedent to the con- 
tractors’ obligation to insure him, Mr. Jus- 
tice Gorman said it was contended that no 
effective policy could have been obtained 
if the conditions were not complied with. 
The first condition was said to be that any 
varied work which might affect adjoining 
properties should consist of a definite scheme 
of operations from which plaintiff would 
undertake not to depart without notification 
and approval. The judge said he did not 
think it right to implv such a condition. The 
building owner had power under the con- 
tract to have work varied. 

The second condition he was asked to 
imply was that facts material to the in- 
surance must be disclosed by plaintiff, who 
had not done so. Rejecting the submission. 
his lordship said the facts showed that 
defendants were fully aware of everything 
which was going on at the site. Even if 
such a condition was to be implied he would 
hold it had been fulfilled. Even supposing 
the two conditions were to be implied, there 
was no evidence that a policy of insurance 
could not have been obtained, though the 
premium might have been affected. 

Type of Policy Desirable 

His lordship said it had been suggested 
to him that if he found for the plaintiff. 
someone would have to assess damages and 
that he might therefore state the type of 
policy which he held should have been 
effected by the contractors on plaintiff's be- 
half. 

‘1 think the policy should insure plaintifi 
against any liability which he might law- 
fully incur to adjoining owners or occupiers 
at Nos. 18 and 20, Buckingham-gate, in con- 
sequence of subsidence or collapse. said the 
judge. 

As stated, his lordship entered judgment 
for plaintiff. 


Registered House-Builders 
FEDERATION'S AGM 


THE annual general meeting of the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders 
will be held on December 5 at the head- 
quarters of the NFBTE, 82, New Cavendish- 
street, London, WI. The chair will be taken 
by the president, Mr. C. R. Setter, JP. of 
Bristol, at 2.30 p.m. 

The FRHB’s annual dinner and dance 
will be held at the Park-lane Hotel, W1, on 
December 5. Tickets from the Secretary. 
at 82, New Cavendish-street, W1. 


Brick Shortage Reported 

Work on council houses for the Skelton 
and Brotton Urban Council was being 
retarded due to the shortage of local bricks. 
reported the surveyor, Mr. F. Stringer. at 
the health and housing committee meeting 
recently. He said the supply from _ local 
sources was extremely poor at the present. 
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Tubular Post Fixing 
‘OR fixing or straightening any kind of 
tubular post, i.e., clothes posts, bus stop 
signs, ‘halt’ and other road signs, safety 
barriers, etc., the ‘Simplex’ tubular fixing 
colletts, by Simplex Products, Lambert’s 
Yard, Hale-road’ Bridge, Altrincham, 
Cheshire, have been specially designed. The 
collett consists of two halves forming a 
‘split’ metal collett which locks together 
round the post to be fixed by means of 
locating pins and completely encircles the 
post after the post has been instated in the 
usual manner. It is then hammered down 
to produce the extra rigidity, afforded by 
the outer conical shape of the collett, 
wedging itself in the ground or other mater- 
ial in which it is fixed. For a leaning post, 
only one half of the collett need be used; 
being fixed to counteract the direction of 
the lean. 


Revised Colour Range 

Joseph Freeman Sons and Co., Ltd., Cemen- 
tone Works, Wandsworth, London, SW18, 
announce a revised 54 colour range for 
Cementone ‘Number Seven’ Universal 
Gloss Finish. These changes have been 
carried out in consultaticn with leading 
colour experts, to keep abreast of the ever- 
changing trend of popular colours. This is 
particularly apparent in greens and blues; 
and some interesting new colours have been 
introduced in these categories. These include 
—lime, iris green, chinese green, olive green, 
turquoise. vellum, sylvan green, pompadour, 
glacier and florentine blue. 


Steel-plastics Partitioning 
The Unistrut division of Sankey-Sheldon, 


Ltd., a member of the Guest Keen and 
Nettlefold group of companies, of 46, 
Cannon-street, London, EC4, recently intro- 
duced a partition system that can be very 
speedily erected. At a demonstration two 
men ‘made’ an office of 64 sq. ft. in two 
hours, including glazed panels, solid door, 
and full floor to ceiling panels in plastic- 
faced hardboard. Low in price, it is claimed 
to be the most economical in the country. 


Shelving System 

The ‘Spur’ system of shelving has been 
introduced into the UK by Savage and 
Parsons, Ltd. (Watford), Herts. The basis 
of the system is a series of easily removable 
brackets of various shapes and sizes which 
are supported in slots either on an upright 
fitted to the wal! or on a double-sided up- 
right fixed to floor and ceiling. All Spur 
components are rust-protected by a 
phosphating process and stove-enamelled in 
four standard colours. Other colours can 
be supplied to order and nickel or chromium 
plate finishes are also available. 


Asphalt Publication 


The Natural Asphalte Mine-owners and 
Manufacturers Council has prepared ‘ The 
Story of Asphalte in Building,’ which is 
available free from the Council at 94/98, 
Petty France, London, SW1. 

Although primarily designed for students, 
it is hoped that the concise information in 





PRESSED STEEL WINDOW SURROUND.—Sherbourne Engineering, Ltd., 
Sherbourne-rd., Acocks Green, Birmingham, 27, have developed a window fixing 


specially for asbestos-cement side walls. 
The surrounds are supplied with a hot 


structural sub-frame and weathering. 


The steel surround performs as both 


dipped galvanised finish, complete with a standard industrial steel sash fitted. Two 


sizes are available, 5ft. 3% in. wide by 4ft. 8% in. high, and 3 ft. 


Zin. wide by 


the same height, both of which have opening lights 
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the booklet will be of interest also to archj. 
tects and to others concerned with the uses 
of this material. The main chapters cover 
information on the uses, advantages and 
applications of mastic asphalt in tanking 
and damp-proof coursing, in roofing and in 
flooring; on the history of asphalt and 
* Asphalte—What it is,’ on thermal insula- 
tion in conjunction with asphalt Toofing: 
and tables delineating the grades of mastic 
asphalt for various types of flooring. 


Radiator Development 


A new technique which simplifies the Pipe 
run, thus preserving the slim, compact 
appearance of a radiator, is announced by 
Gulf Radiators, Ltd., 229, Regent-street, 
London, W1. Their solution is to make the 
*U’ return pipe an integral part of the 
radiator by welding it to the Jower manifold 
on the wall side. The first section on the 
flow end is blanked off, which also eliminates 
the need to run the pipe to the top of the 
radiator. 


A Controllable Storage Heater 


Manufactured by Dulrae, Ltd., Griffin 
Lane, Aylesbury, the ‘ Super-Stor’ electric 
thermal storage heater is a new design with 
many advantages including an_ improved 
standard of thermal insulation to minimise 
wasteful losses when the building is un- 
occupied and controllable daytime output 
which enables room temperatures to be 
maintained at a constant level throughout 
the working day regardless of prevailing 








weather conditions. The unit is fitted with 
an internal thermostat which is arranged to 
vary the charging period at night (within the 
limits of the time switch setting) according 
to the amount of heat withdrawn during the 
preceding day, and also to operate as an 
over-heat limit switch thus combining maxt- 
mum economy in electricity consumption 
with complete safety. The heater is in light 
grey with ribbed panels and rustless alu- 
minium fittings. If it is desired to match 4 
particular decorative scheme the colour of 
the panels can be changed merely by paint: 
ing on site with PVA emulsion paint applied 
direct without any prior undercoating 0 
other preparation. 
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Zinc in Building 


Among the most popular and useful Zinc 
Development Association publications have 
been the reprints of the Information Sheets 
on the use of sheet zinc in building, first 
published serially in the Zinc Bulletin. The 
series of twelve sheets has now been re- 
printed in a slightly revised form with a new 
introduction and an appendix on the Z.D.A. 
services and publications; issued free, from 
34, Berkeley-square, London, WI. 

This final edition replaces the 
collections of sheets 1-6. 


former 


Power Tools 

The range of ‘ Hicycle’ tools produced by 
the Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Company, 
of 232, Dawes-road, London, SW6, is de- 
signed to operate from a 3 phase circuit of 
200 cycles at 125 volts. The full range which 
includes drills, grinders, nutrunners, screw- 
drivers, impact wrenches, etc., utilises 
squirrel cage motors which produce a rotor 
speed of 12,000 rpm. 


New Switches 


A range of switches by M. K. Electric, 
Ltd, Wakefield-street. London, N18, in- 
cluding both flush and surface patterns 
which can be had marked ‘ Water Heater’ 
was recently announced. Pilot-lamp patterns 
are also supplied complete with a low con- 
sumption neon indicating lamp and an un- 
breakable red lens. The lens projects 
slightly for extra visibility. The flush units 
have been styled to match MK ‘Plate- 
switches’ and ‘ Gridswitches.’ 


Internal Staff Location 


A new form of internal staff location is 
being distributed by Cotterill-Ginn, Ltd.. of 
13, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, London, SWI. 
It takes the form of a VHF radio transmitter 
from which any number of individuals, who 
each carry a pocket-size receiver, can be 
reached. The standard equipment will pro- 
Vide 144 separate wavelengths; special re- 
quirements for larger numbers can be met. 


Sheet Aluminium Finish 


Eight patterns of embossed aluminium 
sheets are produced by the British 
Aluminium Co., Ltd., Norfolk House, St. 
James’s-square, London, SW1. Intended as 
a decorative finish for such surfaces as bar 
and counter fronts, lining of lift cages and 
80 on, two qualities are supplied, commercial 
Purity and anodising quality. Usually sup- 
plied in hard temper material, half hard 
temper can also be used. Sheets are avail- 
able in thicknesses between 14 SWG and 18 
SWG, 6 ft. by 3 ft. 





OPAL GLASS FITTING.—The 
‘Athena’ unit glass fitting by 
Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd., 91, 
Farringdon-rd., London, EC1, has 
been expressly designed to obviate 
the use of a dust-trap louvre and 


for use in schools. The illustration 

shows alternative methods of fixing. 

Size: 12in. dia., \1hin. high, 

suitable for either 150 BC, or 
200 watt ECS, lamps 


TRADE NEWS 
Brussels World Exhibition, 1958 
WITH reference to this exhibition, the 

Steel Scaffolding Co., Ltd., 82, Victoria- 
street, London, SW1, write: “You may be 
interested to hear that we have just sent 
over our first working party of the resident 
supervisor and 12 men who are likely to be 
resident in Brussels for three to four months. 
They will be living in brand new hutted 
accommodation alongside workmen from 
most of the nations who are exhibiting at 
this World Fair. They will certainly be 
the first English workmen on the American 
Pavilion where they will be working with 
Americans, Germans, and Belgians, who 
have already set a very high standard of 
workmanship, but we are sure that we shall 
match up to this. The credit for obtaining 
this contract should go to John Edgington 
& Co., Ltd., for whom we are sub-contrac- 
tors. 

“We have also made in our Clapham 
works, and are erecting at Brussels, the 
tubular framework for the Kodak stand, the 
size of which is about 100 ft. by 40ft. by 
28 ft. In this case we are sub-contractors 
for Beck & Pollitzer-Overseas Ltd. 

‘In the New Year we shall be making the 
tubular framework and erecting indoor 
stands in the British Industries Pavilion for 
L.C.1. and Clarke, Chapman & Co., Ltd. 

‘It does rather seem that we in this 
country, and the building trade in particular, 
have no idea of the vast exhibition under- 
taking and road construction programme 
which is at present going on in Brussels. 
There must be many new or improved 
building techniques and ideas which would 
well repay practical study at this stage when 
construction is in full swing.’ 

1957-58 Lamp Catalogue 

Philips Electrical, Ltd., Century House, 
Shaftesbury-avenue, London, WC2, have 
published the 1957-1958 edition of their lamp 
catalogue, copies of which are available from 
all Philips regional and branch offices. 


Oil-fired Heating Exhibition 

An exhibition covering a wide range of 
oil-burning appliances for domestic central 
heating is to be presented in Birmingham by 
Rowe Bros. & Co., Ltd, PO Box 90, 
Berkley-street, Birmingham 1, in associa- 
tion with Shell-Mex & BP Ltd. It will be 
held at the firm’s Berkley-street showrooms 
from October 29 to November 9 inclusive. 
This exhibition is designed to give both the 
trade and the general public a review of the 
progress made in achieving highly efficient 


yet give the required angle of cut-off 
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oil-fired heating appliances for all types of 
houses and small buildings. Specialists will 
be on hand to give every help they can. 


New Headquarters 


The headquarters and part of the produc- 
tion of Polycell Products, Ltd., are to be 
established at 5, Carker’s-lane, London, 
NWS. Telephone: Gulliver 3494. The 
original premises in Albert-street, NW1, will 
still be used for part of Polycell’s produc- 
tion. The move for the administrative per- 
sonnel will be completed by November 1. 


Change of Name 

As from October 2, 1957, the company 
of Chipperfield and Beam Associated, Ltd., 
Brighton flooring contractors, has changed 
its name to Beves and Co. (Floors), Ltd., and 
will in future operate from Kingston Wharf, 
Shoreham-by-Sea. Telephone: Southwick 
2288. The previous directors and secretary 
have resigned and the following have been 
elected in their place—D. H. Beves, Chair- 
man, G. B. Crow, Managing, and A. Murray. 
G. A. Morris, ACA, has been appointed 
secretary. The trading policies and the staff 
of this company will continue unchanged. 


* Formica Journal’ 


Number One of volume two of the For- 
mica Journal has recently been published 
by Thomas De La Rue and Co., Ltd., of De 
La Rue House, 84-86, Regent-street, 
London, WI. Well edited and excellently 
produced, it is a house journal which is not 
too domestic in character. In fact it contains 
a great many good illustrations; covered 
particularly well, in an article which may be 
said to be of general interest, is their new 
showroom in Regent-street. 


‘Building and Plumbing Economics: 


A booklet thus called has recently been 
published by Associated Builders Mer- 
chants, Ltd., Peters Hill, London, EC4. It 
contains a great deal of ‘ fighting talk’ direc- 
ted at the British Standards Institution 
wherein it levels the charge (among others) 
that a standard that lays down every detail 
of production in effect bars the possibility 
of improved technique. It quotes a BS which 
covers the size of a sink overflow measured 
at the top, but not the size of the channel 
below which could taper considerably in 
poor manufacture to prevent the overflow 
performing its service. This and many 
other examples are mentioned in this well- 
written little book. 


Coke Burning Handbock 

The Gas Council’s Coke Department has 
produced a new coke burning appliances 
handbook which has been compiled under 
the direction of the Coke Technical Com- 
mittee to assist those concerned with the 
application of the Clean Air Act and 
simplify the problem of appliance selection. 
Full technical information on about 300 
tested and approved appliances is given 
together with data on coke sizing, densities, 
and calorific values, Some not very good 
examples are included, presumably supplied 
by the insensitive manufacturers, and some 
of the drawings are not as clear as they 
should be. On the whole, however, the 
book is well and thoroughly produced, and 
it is available from Area Gas Boards, price 
15s. 
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SG vam sitiilstag 
3 in. Lar 
CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS ie 
6 in. 
t 9 in. 
sie information given on these pages has been specially compiled S9esa DAMP 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour wanings Hessian | 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not ae a —_——- aa 1,000 16 18 6 cut to 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large ‘his dintst anion Cherry acings, Berk- 18 Pe ao 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour “Facin ss ” 4 0 4 hin 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities Berkshire district (London sites) - 18 14 0 18 in. X 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) . Es 42 17 6 14 in. x 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings Qin. x 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of (London sites) i 1440 18 in. X 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. af tray ee Burnt Multi Stock Facings ines Mi >» 
AGGREGATES AND SAND Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown— : 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for Stretchers... ne 64 00 STONI 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and Headers as me oe ose oe 63 0 0 
St. Pancras. Quoins, Bullnose and aden in. - Flats tas ate je 80 00 Bath Sto 
fia: Double Stretchers ... oe see ove ” 85 0 0 Monk: 
Pit Ballast nee me aie bse sae .-» per yd. ie ae Double Headers _... ace aes cee eae yf 77 10 0 St. Alc 
Pit Sand see see ove eee eee x 1 4 6 One side and two ends... see Se eae ee 87 0 0 Deli 
Washed Sand ... iss abs ee ost ae is 1-748 Two sides and oneend .... eee see S05 89 10 0 BR 
it. Sha Onn =e es “Nae Sa 109 “Sotticuiiwm ai ° ="? Peg 
in. eee Be ess ces soe a 0 
Pan ‘Breeze. a TS 10 9 colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. Portland 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate... ... per ton 35: 0 All above prices plus 323 % for Best quality and Brown 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. plus 323% less 10% for Second quality. deli 
CEMENT, etc. PARTITION SLABS, etc. oe. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) Delive 
Best — nt ce ge Standard Specifica- HoLtLow Ciay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) din, X 3 
tion delivere aring Cross area. nar t “a 
6-ton loads and upwards, site _... soe ... per ton : . : ag iin. x 
1 to 6 tons, site : pa ©; : : Din. x 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton Toads and up- ae oti. oe oe . og <a sup ; ; Din, x 
wards to site eee ” *3 in. . ah, 120 yd oe es 5 i4in. % 
a te 6 sane, So. aie C Re © inhi Bunpm. Biocks (Keyed) ’ 4} in. x 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per *3 in. (6 cavity) 110 yds. 57 ace 
ton on ordinary cement prices. +4 in. 6 cavity) par - . 10 Templati 
a 6 in, (83 in. x S$ in.) 1,250 blocks ‘ per'i,000 26 18 0 tic 
Red, Buff or Riaks Colosceste in 6-ton lots ety 812 0 Half blocks at no peed _ bai 
Other colours according to colour. : Hard Yo 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to _ 0d. ~ ton. Zim. ns. sas ae = 39 ve «. peryd. sup. 3 9 1) in. 
White Portland Cement ‘A : 13 u s ogg see tee ae 35 = tee nee os ; : Hin, 
Under lton ... per ‘cw. in. ove vee eae: . eas eve ~ an 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening ) in 6-ton lots ANI acer | Goce: “Fuee 55 yds. a 6 5 12in. 
and upwards per ton 7 4 6 CRANHAM din. B 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above Zin. ase ove eee eee eve eee <0 oe 6 9 in. S 
Portland Cement. 2¢in. ... ee ane see pan ae roe pe _ 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s. Od. to £14 5s. Od. Sms: ase ay ase ae sie kas cas ie 8 9 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 4 in. ot see s0 op 10 9 TILES 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 4} in. Load bearing quality . Pec “e os IL 10 Delivere 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up Ps 15 14 6 MOLER PARTITION “Blocks echins 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, eu « 7 or es Pe Ee — Br m s : yee 
London ” 23 ae ats ose yds ” ty 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London ' ciaiods 31 in. ia. eee ae 100 = re 16 0 = 
obs aes es eae . Der cwt. Ss. ‘ ye 
ns on Goncrie BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VAnous a 
BRICKS. SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE eed oe 
only oe . per 1,000 1314 6 atk ma eco one = ie eee wae PR ; Machine 
Seco ne sh gc gh wee ome 1213 6 pin. 10 seen ee ee -% Concrete 
Bid Stocks (Kiln BEM! pss: cs aoa”. eel acs : fe : io ay See $0 ys hae ei ° i x 
Id Stocks... ” i : aa ses s. sx ass ss abe 
Mi loaded free into lorry at the works. The question — = me 33 ae. : yi 13 10 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must “THERMALITE-YTONG PARTITION BLOCKS SLATE! 
be obtained from job —— . a c. in. .. = 144 yds. 70 Fines 
Sct Cen Pete 530 “THERMALITE-Y TONG wn INSULATING BLOCKS = paid ir 
; ae oo 120 yds. Se gs 1,000 2 
Celljular ie abe any a aoe is 518 0 Zin, ws 4 $074 he. | 
4 in. eee ove eee yds. ” 24 x | 
Keyed GO. axe oe see nae ~_ ss 6 0 0 72 yds B 9 3 | 
a co GN a 710 0 Sim, ve neon yds, ” 22 > 
Collular Hine Co a ee a Ses ” : 4 : Sh ia. ooo nee nee 92 de : 1 . : :* | 
Single Bullnose mmons_ eee — eos * eee or oa rE Ti 0x1 
ove ae oii ; 810 0 Foor BLOCKS AND FILLER TILES 20 x 
—.” ae ioe ‘ ase ses won . 9 5 0 3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. nah 12 in. paseuews in full 1,000 . oa 2 x ] 
We oe ack seis ee 913 0 lorry-loads ... — x 
—— = 10 0 0 Meer ac ee ae) 6 10 0 16 x 1 
olden Bui te eu ies 556 ~ ee i i ee 
le Light eee ” 10 7 6 5 in. GBs “ccs ass se sss wee Se sh dex. 
Bat Bue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) ” sas as 29 15 6 6 in. G0. ac see ove ae es ve = = ; Note.—I 
,, Bullnose (London o_o % ore Ree ms = Bs : > > ceo ose ~ fe ane ae ” 71 19 0 on 
Wire Cuts (London Stations one = ne , do. ; 
ee bine Bricks (London sites) ove see aS 10 15 6 12” x 3” x re Filler Tiles in muitiples of 10 tiles per 1,000 multiples > +" ; ities 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _... oe 10 20 12” x 4" x7" do. ret 
nei Papen Seameee Oe? Cantor itsaass ” 18 © | STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. | Carcas 
a er 2 9 9 The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard bint 
. Stations) ‘eel a = We 35° 7-9 List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. Works. Hardwoc 
i 35 0 0 Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Wo Maho; 
atin in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) » Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces = 
2 (Lo ee —— -Facings 15 18 6 wien’ ag Under 2 tons oe Se Oak. 
ndon sites » . ' +15° +228% | do. 
a = ae -made Multi Red Facings ‘(London ee Best Seng Al o 110% "2 ee. Dees 110%“ Ly do. 
lity ... A +374%415% +3749 Teak 
24 i in, ee made Sandfaced Red Facings (London daca a a ,& eu yer 24% Tans, | 447424 294% =. 


sites) . 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 


£ 
3 in. Land wae —_ = 12 in. —— per 1,000 +! 
; ‘ 1 

4in. e eee 99 
i. = oe aes ee is ge wae ‘s 31 
gin. dO. «- aes ane aa as at - s 


DAMP COURSE 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 


delivered London area re . per yd. sup. 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. sa 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 lb. per yd. sup. do. re 
18in. X 9 in. British damp course slates... ... per 1,000 43 
14in. X 9 in. do. do. Sea a * 32 
Jin. X 9 in. do. do. ral 18 
18in. X 44 in. do. do. ‘ 19 
14in. X 44 in. do. do. es 15 
Jin, x 44 in. do. do. a 10 
STONE 
Bath Stone— : 

Monks Park .. per ft. cube 


St. Aldhelm Box Ground | 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area : 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, 
Southern Region ay oF 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 








Yin. x 3in. Rubbed, soenaien throated and 

stooled cills Hf a 2 - ft. cube 4 
12 in. X 6in. do. “do. . : ie 2 
12in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated — ‘a y - 
12in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping ia 3 
14in. X 6 in. do. do. % 2 
44in. X 9in. Plinth rubbed on top and face 2 


3in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... per ft. sup. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 


thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft. cube 1 


do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork oo, rae ao; me aus a 1 
Hard York— 
12 in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
14in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 


and front 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front. 
2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes . per ft. sup. 
2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 3 


. per ft. cube 


NN 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 


Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district rer eas 29 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district > 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district Pee 60 
Hand-made 103 « 64 tiles Berkshire district if. ies 15 
Machine-made 105 x 6} Staffordshire district a 14 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ese a 1 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... — is l 
Concrete tiles 103 » 63 g Pas ae Wes 8 
do. Interlocking (49S) ae ge 19 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 ae 
24 x 143 
22 x 12 116 
22 x 11 105 
20 x 12 99 
20 x 10 94 
18 x 10 65 
18x 9 57 
16 x 10 51 
16x 8 : : 40 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 


Joinery quality Ex Wharf per standard 
do. 


Carcassing quality fi £97 to £102 
lin. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. ee £110 0 O 
Hardwood— 

ne African S.E. do. per ft. cube 110 0 
Honduras do. do. Ds > 3 8 

on European do. do. iG RS Fas 
do. Japanese do. do. ie 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. ss 20 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 317 6 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. a ES 0 


Ss. 
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13 
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£115 to £140 





DOORS (in Lots I-!1) 


737 





Delivered London area £9. °¢ 
13 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2f. Om. < 6ft. Gin. ... nad aa each 116 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. * 117 6 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ve 118 6 
_ 2ft. 9m. x 6ft.6in. ... ne aes iva = 20 6 
2 in. do. but top panel ng Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. xX 6 ft. 61 ‘ axe ted ps 2.9 °@ 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. ie ‘ we ae aed a 211 6 
2 in. 4 Panel top _— arr Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 aie tes a ra 23 @ 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ‘<a 23 8 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 6 2 
sin. do. (67 yds. to | ton)... aa je 8 0 
2 in. do. (52 yds. tol ton)... ae fs 9 9% 
24 in. do. (45 yds. tol ton)... i pi 1l 3 
3 in do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) a 12 7 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
§ in. Hardboard do. Pal a 2 1 6 
is in. do. do. : a - a'° 246 
is in. Asbestos Flat Building s ‘Sheets ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
+ in. do. : . a 5 9} 
Roofing Felt 1- ‘ply i ee. 
do. sak a y eS 
Best Scotch ne a ‘abs . per¢cwt. 5 O O 
ae wa a $ 3 G 
Croid “Glue a3 sa ..- 28 lb. 2 6 0 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i- ton. “Jots) = . per ton 73 0 0 
do. 4in. and up (1-ton lots) . a a 69 10 O 
Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) : . per cwt. 3 13 11 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) mm 3% 3 
METALS 
STEEL Joists, ETC. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x Sin., 8in. X Sin., 8 in. x 6in.. 10in. * 6in., 
12 in. X 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 
London area : ie eae . per ton p) Be a 
Extra for sizes 

3 in. < 14 in. 4in. < 13 in. ... =. 310 0 
3m X Sit. re res Ps 210 0 
4in. < 3 in. ps 25 9¢@ 

10 in. X 44 in. a oy 110 0 

5 in. X 24 in. 5 in. X 3 in. a 13> G 
4} in. X 13 in. ‘ta ae aa was ree ‘ s 3.°¢ 

Sin. X 44 in. 7in. X 34 in. 13 in. X 5 in. 15 0 

6in. X 3 in. 24 in. X 74 in. aa ee fe 2e@ 6 

6in. X 44 in. Jin. X 4 in. 8 in. x 4 es 150 

9 in. X 41in. 10 in. X Sin. oe bs _ 

12 in. x 5 in. p-9 ad aa wae ‘e 100 

9 in. X 7 in. 10 in. X 8 in. 12 in. 8 roast 

14in. X S$in. © 14in. X 6 in. 14 in. Xx 8 in. | 

15 in. X 5 in. 15 in. < 6 in. 16 in. X Gin. > gy 10 0 

16 in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. 7 in. | 

18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. X 6$in. 220in. x 7d in. 

Steel angles average price - a 53 2 6 
Steel tees average price ei 54 2 6 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted = oa 70 12 6 
Compound girders ee 77 00 
Stanchions ; ee 82 10 O 
Compound stanchions : any ead ee 87 0 0 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins aa aes a 100 12 6 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and § in., } in. and { in. bolts average 


price London area oa re ... per cwt. 519 0 
FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
to BSS785 ex London Stock § in. diam., and 
upwards axe ae! . per ton 49 17 6 
din. diam. ... sie wan dee me ae » extra 812 3 
fs in. do. ais ae fea wae ‘ae ee <a 612 6 
gin. do. ae “a see a ee es a 412 6 
din. do. aes se a Bs as 2:6 
MILD STEEL Tuses 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
Galvanised Tube— Malleable 
Under 1 ton Over | ton W.I. Fittings Fittings 
Class A +244% +21 % Light +48 % Malleable List 
ClasB +37 % + + 333% Heavy +554°% —204%+40% 
Clas C +57 % +533% 
Black— 
Class A - 44% ao % Light +353% Malleable List 
ClassB +184% +15 ° Heavy +434% — 203% 
ClassC + 344% y 4-314 o 
CL. HALr- -ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Gutters Nozzles Sto: 
En 
3 in. 4/04 3/7 1/- 
33 in. 4/44 3/11 1/- 
4 in 5/8 4/5 1/7 
43 in 6/3 4/11 ito 
5 in. 6/114 5/4 2/2 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Stop 
Gutters Nozzle Ends 
3 in. its . aes ‘e eee soe NEE 4/8 1/3 
ry in. a _ ase ov dae ooo ©=SO 4/8 1/7 
ont — aoe sae <i ooo 6/5 4/11 1/10 
re in. i 6/114 5/8 2/2 
5 in. See 7/7 6/5 2/6 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
~ yd. in as ioe Pipe Bends Branches 
eee eee eds 8/74 4/5 6/4 
24 i in. 8/74 4/11 8/6 
3 in. cee 9/84 6/2 9/2 
33 in. ake — 11/04 7/3 11/- 
4 in. eae sis 12/9 8/9 13/1 
Lc. ic Coarep Som Pires 
2 in. wie see wee = 9/84 7/7 9/2 
23 in. me me — mm 10/4 8/5 11/5 
3 in. R 11/7 9/2 13/7 
32 in. oo» J2/014 21/5 15/10 
4 in. . 14/9 12/9 18/8 


Above prices for. gutters, "rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 223% 


and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 
L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 


2-ton lots 2k per cent. 


n 9-fts. 
cwt. qt. Ib. peryd. Bends Branches 
4 in. wn dss be wn 2 2. T7358 23/9 42/- 
6 in. ean io ees cee OO 8 51/7 63/9 101/- 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173 per cent. discount. 
2 in 23 in. 3 in. 4in. 
zpos 6-ft. a ..peryd. 4/7 4/104 5/11 7/10 
Shoe: . each 3/- 3/3 3/10 5/2 
Single Branches _ ss ‘ 4/8 5/6 6/7 9/2 
Bends square or obtuse Be 3/3 z. 4/8 6/7 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ie 3/7 =} FA 7/3 
as Han: «5; 3/10 rf 5/10 7/10 
ASBESTOS O. G. Gutters AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4% in Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. em oak ... peryd. 4/4 4/94 5/9 6/104 
Drop ends a oss Cach 3/6 4/- 4/9 5/5 
Stop ends ‘ ~ pies ah 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
Angles ... os ens was 3/7 4/1 5/- 5/10 
Nozzles - aes Se 3/6 de 4/9 /- 
Union Clips 1/9 2/1 2/6 2/11 
ASBESTOS ‘Hae. Roun —— AND are 
i 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/04 3/7 3/84 4/44 6/1 
Drop ends +s. each 2/6 3/- aS 3/7 5/2 
Stop ends... peels 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/ 
Angles nm Soo 2/10 3/3 3/7 3/10 $/2 
Nozzles - Sebies 2/6 3/- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
Union Clips" See pas 1/3 1/4 1/5 1/7 2/5 
Per ton basis 
in London 
+ Sod. 
JIron—Staffordshire saci Merchani otal eee 49 7 6 
Mild Steel Bars q eae 47 12 6 
Mild Steel Hoops 44 2 6 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. apd 0 A— a: 
20 gauge ae en 62 14 6 
24 gauge er Sa 65 4 6 
26 gauge ae 68 4 6 
Guedes Corrugated s! sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge A sas bee zis. one Oo 
24 gauge ee ea ioe ns = ws te 2 OD 
26 gauge 80 7 0 
Galvanised flat sheets a ‘R. and C.A— 
20 gauge : 73 2 © 
24 gauge 76 12 O 
26 gauge 8117 0 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) s. d. 
Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ... per Ib. 2 11 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) e 218k 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... oy 2 10 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) =n bag wee ees me ats es 2 3 
Coiled strip for flashing 99.7 % purity 22 SWG (12 in. 
wide) x 3 O08 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20SWG per sheet 1 12 6 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 rad Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SW “ 118 1 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS Z Us Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20S 5 i 7 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1IC uate moulding . per Ib. 29 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round — 2 64 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle ... ni 3 6 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round ,, 241 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20 SWG Fas Ee 4 43 
Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 13 in. O/D x SWG 5 3 


‘ 








THE BUILDER October 25 1959 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. gin. Zin. Tin. Iin. thin. 2ip 

Screwdown bib cocks Crutch ’ 

head for iron 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron Re 109/- 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/— 363/- 522/6 9174 

do. with two unions for lead = 89/-  132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 13895 
Double nut boile: screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 


Plumbers’ union brass lead to 


iron 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 pe 
Itin. 1din. 2in. 3in. 3} in. 
Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 issn 
Brass sleeves ae 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 1/5 
14x6lb. 14X6lb.  2x7Ib, 3x7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with heed vem 
screws 64/10 81/- 129/6 22116 
Lead S. Trap do. 78/6 97/3 159/6 286/3 
Solder s. & 
Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots 332/- 14 lb. lots per lb. 3 6 
Tinmen’s h . 8/- 2 ~ hed 
Blow pipe 4)1/- es = 43 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 21§d. per Ib. 


plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as tollows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
Extra 
i d. d. 

sin. X 19 gauge 143 = Total per ib. 363 approx per ft. 9} 
gin; x 39 ee, AES i » 34 ” » 134 
iinx 8 , - oe . » 33 9 ” 204 
Ign. x 18 4, 103 ‘. » 322 » » 
iin.-X 38 ,, coo. 105 e » oe ” ” 29: 
20 AT 124 344 Ki A 473 


Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, ‘pasic price 


plus gauge and manutacturing extras per ton £217 0 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cmt. lots upwards per cwt. 7 7 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) Ea . 759 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) Ss ” 71 46 
Brass TuBEs 
Brass tubes basic a Lia oes and manutactur- 
ing extras per {b. 1 6 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis ae in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


Extras over Basis for quantities under | ton 


or Home unties. 

£ 9d 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and eee per ton 124 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils roe ; PS 126 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. = 128 0 0 
over 4 in. dia. ; ee ea 130 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe aes < 128 0 0 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton eis ‘ per cwt. 20 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. wee ~ wee cee ds 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis , 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 

extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £75 Os. 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


Od. per 


PLASTER. etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton joads and over Delivered on Site per ton 8 9 6 
do. White do. do. e 8 19 0 
Siripite Coarse do. do. 8 10 6 
do. Fine do. do 8 18 6 
Blue Lias Lime tn 6-ton 'oads : 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. 5 17 6 
do. (White) do. 6 50 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. § Fo 
do. (White) do.. 5 14 6 
White Keen's or Parian Cement in 1. -ton loads iz 4°39 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads 11 19 3 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads : a 2 8 6 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 2 1n. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 2 5 
1,200 yds. ... : 24 
Do. Insulating do. % in. thick 600 agi ‘and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ... : 3 0 
1,200.yds.... a 21 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft. } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one haniiand 
Delivered site Gi i : eS ae 
1,200 yds... ve 21 
Do. he do. 3 in. thick 600 ait ‘and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ... r 33 
1,200 yds... a es ne aes . 3 2 
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elivered Lor 
ceiling <> 
Washable 
Gloss Paint 
snowcem cem 


‘ound W hit 
enine WwW - 
Genuine 
Genuine Lins 
size XD qual 
Raw Linsee 
Boiled Linsee 


Turpentine st 
do. 
Solignum, Br 
Creosote (4 
Paste Powdel 
White Lining 


VARNISH! 


Delivered Lo 
Oak Varnish 
(ak Pale Co 
Hard Drying 
Crystal Pape 
Eggshell Flat 
Finest Carriz 
Front Door 
Japan Gold | 
Black Japan 
Brunswick B 
Berlin Black 
Terebene 
Knotting (1 
French and | 


GLASS 


Delivered Le 
18 oz. Sheet 
24 02. 
26 02. 
2 02. 

Lin, Rollec 
} in. Rolle 
dn. o 





Town. 


Aberavon .... 
Aberdare .... 
Abergavenny 
Abingdon .. 
Accrington 
Addlestone | 
Afan Valley 
Aldeburgh .. 
Aldershot Di 
Alfreton UD 
Alnwick UL 
Altrincham 
Amble ...... 
Ambleside .. 
Amersham 
Ammanford 
Andover ..., 
Anglesey, Is 
Ardingly 
Arundel ,... 
Ascot ....... 
Ashbourne | 
Ashbourne l 
Ashby-de-la. 
Ashby Wou 
Ashford (Ke 
Ashford (M 
Ashington 


) Ashtead .. 


Ashton-und 
Aspatria anc 
Atherstone | 
Attleboroug 
Axminster . 


er 25 1957 


4in. in. 


522/6 91/6 


734/10 ~ 


70/6 165). 


34 In. 4in, 
18/10 155)3 
74/10 91/5 

3x7 Ib. 


217 0 0 
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nINT AND DISTEMPER 


slivered London area 

Ceiling Distemper 

Washable Distemper 

— Loa cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) ZI 

_— LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS 

hite Lead, in | cwt. kegs.. 

Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. lots i in 

Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg. 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 

Size XD quality 28 Ib. 

paw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) te) 
SUNDRIES 

(5 gal.) drums extra 

(40 gal.) do. = do. 

Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 


Ground W 1 eal. tins 


entine substitute 
me do. 


um, 
su (40 gal. barrels) ee cue one 
Paste Powder (l Ib. “ind “ee eee 


White Lining Paper ..- . no wen 


VARNISHES, etc. 


d London area 
SE varuih. Outside or Inside 
Qak Pale Copal do. ... i 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Fggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 
Front Door Varnish ... 
Japan Gold Size 
Black Japan 
Brunswick Black 
Berlin Black... dex was aaa aie oak 


Terebene 
Kootting (l gal. “bottles free). 








ww mr 
we ~ 
Deh R EIE 


French and Brush Polish (do. _ oe ae 


GLASS 


Delivered London area 


18 oz. Sheet Glass sianciead Glazing Quality-Cut Sizes 


2402. 1» ” » ” * 
2602. =. ES * * ‘. ‘> 
2 Z. ” » 


0 
in. Rolled Plate 
i . Rolled and Rough Cast 


» 





ij o.°8 
per cwt. I 7 6 
= > os 
per gal. 2%. OG 
per cwt. $F @ 
per cwt. 8 18 3 
per gal. 3 9 6 
percwt. 6 2 0 
- 214 0 
per tin > 90 
per gal. 18 6 
sg 19 0 
es 5 3% 
% 4 73 
oe 8 4 
is 2 
per Ib. 1 10 
per piece 1 2} 
per gal. 2 0 0 
a 20 0 
+9 ms O 
ue 2 8 0 
Hf 2 6 0 
ae 2 Tt @ 
<< 2 4 0 
is 118 0 
es 116 0 
‘ 112 0 
is 110 O 
- 13? 0 | 
i 280 | 
ee 220 | 
| 
per ft. super | 
s. ¢. 
103 
1 0} 
i 4; 
11} 
233 
1 33 


4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard mee s. 


White Group 1 
do. Group 2 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... 
4 in. Pinstripe, 
Luminating Group 3 
4 in. Wired Cast 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 


nee Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 53 x 53 X 33 in. a... 
P.B.3 73 X 73 x 3g in. 
P.B. 32 ix 7 x 3$ in. 


Radiused Corner Blocks to match sia nn 
P.B.2 ; : ‘ 


P.B.3 
P.B.32 


in. Polished Plate thine G. G. Gate 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
= 5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
“a = a 100 ft. sup. 


in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, 


ae 


ne 


ah 


Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reediyte and 


739 


per ft. super 


Br tes 


_ 


ao~- 
COVE IIB KWOW—o 
a oe 


Oe 
™ 
& 
a 


Per ft. 


AHA oe oa) 
ww we ano 


plates exceeding 


100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. 


quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way 


or 135 in. both ways 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto 


13 


Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 


Substances other than 3 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Description of Glass 
18 oz. sheet O. Q. 
2402. ,. 
26 = rr 
320 ae 
4 = “Rolled Plate .. 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral 

Patterns, White Group 1 

do. Group 2 


4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, ‘Lumina- 


ting and Spotlyte Group3 .. 
#: in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal +e 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Standard 


Minimum Per ft. sup. 


quantity s. d. 
3,000 53 
2,000 iy 
2,000 93 
2,000 1 13 
1,000 9} 
1,000 9} 
1,000 11g 
1,000 1 Of 
2,000 l , 
2,000 1 32 
2,000 1 4 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM MAY 27, 1957. 






















































Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
ADETAVOM sessssessseseeseseeeees A Grade Classification. A Al 
Aberdare ... .A ‘53 
Abergavenny. ‘i Craftsmen ... wen 4/6 4/53 
Abingdon ..... Al Labourers ‘ 3/113 3/11 
Accrington . on 7 
Nin Vale : en . Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. 
Aldeburgh ..... Al SRD is ccasdcotncietctaves Al PRO: « codec sanacucacczaecs A IE a cnncsncctctccecates A 
Aldershot District «fal PFE sia cevesssecticesosessre Al Bedlingtonshire UD .........A Blackwell RD ae 
Alfreton UD .. ey | a ee A Blandford ....... Al 
Alnwick UD , A Beeston & ee UD A Blaydon UD ae 
Altrincham . A Bagshot _...... Al Belper UD .. ner Blidworth A 
Amble .... A Bakewell UD Al Belton ......... A Blyth B. . A 
Ambleside Al Banbury ...... «shal Berkhamsted Rey” Bodmin ....... .Al 
Amersham ee MON. cccacucscnccacsce Al Berrington _......... fil Bognor Regis Al 
Ammanford ae * Barnard Castle UD nde Berwick Borough Sy Boldon UD oe 
Andover .,......... Al Barnoldswick UD ...... ee Beverley MB ....... Bee Bolsover UD ante 
Anglesey, Isle of Al Barnsley CB ....... ey Bewdley MB..... ey * Bolton ......... my * 
Ardingly ,....... Al Barnstaple _...... Al Bexhill-on-Sea svehil Boston MB oae7 
Arundel ...., hel Barrow-in-Furness ..........++ Bideford ....... «ofall Bourne End A 
UNM ssssesesess Al Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ay Bournemouth District Seay 
Ashbourne RD .. Al (part Thrussington) ...... Al Billericay ...... a Brackley MB ...........ss0000+ Al 
Ashbourne UD ..........-0... Al OS A | aay Bracknell ..... .Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD ey Bradford CB ........ oA 
Ashby Woulds UD ....... A by-on-the-Wolds Al) A Bilsthorpe ashe Bradford-on-Avon .Al 
Ashford (Kent) ........ Al Basingstoke ‘a Bilston MB -A BD. scccncscntesesngeanee Al 
Ashford (Middlesex) A eae cee Birchington Al Brandon & Byshottles UD A 
Ashington UD .. “A Batley MB ey.” Birkenhead ......... a Brecon—Borough of.........Al 
Ashtead o.oo... caved Baxterley ............65 Al Birmingham CB ..... A Breconshire, County of . 
Ashton-under-Lyne .........A Beaconsfield District .........A Bishop Auckland UD.........A TOG TRO  secccscececnsccecs 
Aspatria and Brayton ......Al SS eee aay Bishop's Stortford ............A Brentwood 
Atherstone RD ........ ae Beccles Al Bishops Castle MB..........Al Bridgend .......... 
Attleborough Al Bedale RD cou ERB INATY  cccccccseces ey Bridlington MB .. 
ONTOS 60565. iscvesrcoccccc: Al BE cnnvaccccnccccscenctesac A ean A Bridlington RD 




















(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 















Town. Grade. 
Bridgnorth MB .........00+ At 
Bridgnorth RD ... .Al 
Bridgwater .Al 
Brierfield _..... A 


Brighouse MB . 

Brighton& Hove . 
Bristol District 

Broadstairs ......... 
Bromsgrove UD 
Broughton, Flint 
Buckfastleigh 
Buckingham . 
Buckley 


SINE, nce santantontiniatdiaden Al 
Burnham-on-Crouch aon 
Burnham-on-Sea ...... -Al 
[oe ee 
—e C.B.. ey 

Nccaredasunaneceaat aaa 
oar St. Edmunds . -Al 
Buxton ..........0008 oe 
| REO Al 


CROMMRIUIEE oan dcnciccccceeics Al 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of ar 
Calder Valley A 
Camberley Distric’ 


Cambridge ........... — 
Cannock UD A 
Canterbury ~~ 
I os co csueiensicienenaisances 


Cardiganshire,County of tA 
Carlisle 7 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 
Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade. Town. Grade Town. 6 
MINOR TID 6 55 icc scdece A Felixstowe ... ON a ee A Pembrokeshire (except Mil- S ™ 
Carmarthen—Borough of...A1 Filey UD .. Lichfield MB wo A ford Haven) .... . Al Swadlinoe it MB... 4 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of tA Fleetwood .. ue Lincoln CB ... ee Penmaenmawr Al ua 
Carnforth Flint MB ...., ‘3 Liskeard... Al Penrith UD .., Al 
Castleford ; A Folkestone . .. Littlehampton Al WOOIZANIEGS | 3. cn sconceuanceacces A 
Caterham ....... eshte --A | Frinton oa Liverpool ° Peterborough, Soke of (East- 
Chapel-en-le-Frith oes 1) 1) aa dR Up Llandudno .. ern Regional portion) ...Al 
oe rr er | Llanelly (incl. ORES. cocci sckséacececass it 
Charmy Down .... eas | Gainsborough UD ,,.......... A Llanfairfechan Pickering Al Tamworth MB 
Chatham District er Gateshead CB ....... so Llangollen ..... Plymouth __...... uA Taunton se 
Chatteris ............. .Al Gillingham (Dorset) .. Al London .... . Pontefract MB ..... Tavistock |". 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD A Gillingham (Kent)....... ee Long Eaton , ek Pontypool & District .. A Tenterden |” 
Chelmsford SG eee ee A Glastonbury & Street ai ES ES aie Al Pontypridd District A Teignmouth 
Cheltenham .. A Glossop Loughborough MB , a POMNCAWL  o.. cesses A Tewkesbury 
Chepstow oh MOWER oo occeo case A Louth MB ............ Al Portishead ., A hames Haven 
Chertsey A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tAl Lowestoft sk Portland Bill . Al Thetford ..... ‘ 
CS eae A Godalming .................. Al Loxton ...... Al Portsmouth ..... cage Thirsk RD 
Chester-le-St A OL Se | aR aaa A Ludiow MB .. ee | Port Talbot ool Thorpe Bay 
Chesterfield MB ...... A Goole RD (part—Airm Ludlow RD °. Al Preston ........ A Thurrock UDC Are. 
Chesterfield RD . ae ook) NE Cc kre Lee A Princetown Al »» North of to Bill i, 
Chichester ........... oe Gosport ee Lyme Regis ..... By Pudsey MB .. A Tilbury ....... cried 
Chipping Norton.. Al Grantham MB ssi Lyneham (Devon) .. Al Pulborough ores ol Todmorden MB i 
Chipping Sodbury Al MGFAVESONE ooo scccsocscscccs A nt hal SE RIOTS OB Neca A Tonbridge : 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen-  . Grays Thurrock UD Area...A Torquay |” 
ham Within and Harden- ~ Great Yarmouth ............... A Radnorshire, County of tAl Totnes 
EE ORO Al Grimsby CB........... ae Macclesfield ..........scesees A BEEIAS PRES icaesséss cera; sens coe Al Tring .... 
Chorley......... ee Grimsby RD (part) ......... Maidenhead oA Raunds UD vA Trowbridge. 
Cirencester Al Guildford District ............ on = me Rayleigh A Ons, 
SAORI oo iat aldon (Essex Reading . A Tunbridge Well 
Clay Cross UD.. ny. Halesowen Mp A Maltby UD .. vA Redcar B ...... A Tynemouth CB" 
Cleethorpes MB ae 7S OT eat eaaeree: Malton UD .... _Al Redditch UD ..... A 
Halifax CB ...... sca M : F 
Clevedon ........ Al alvernUD ., ro Redhill & Reigate A Ulv 
- FeV Halstead .... ae opie CTSEON ...... esses lk 
Cleveleys .. A : sm Manchester ..... aA Rhondda Valley .... A Uppi 5 
¢ Haresfield .. Al ; ? ppingham (Salop) . 
Clitheroe .... A Harlow rN Manningtree .... Al Richmond B (Yorks) .........A Uttoxeter RD , 
Coalville UD bees Mareen oe i Mansfield MB oA PABOUMADD 50..ss0scssces Al Uttoxeter UD.... 
Covham (Surrey) a. Harrogate MB oa PAIR vocsceccs Al Rochdale .... me 
Colchester ........... wy Hartlepool B ak WIOPEALE 66s sce s0sey 5 Al Rochester ..... A r 
Boney oe ik ee N Harwell , Al Market Harborough RD...Al Ross-on-Wye... Al Wakefield CB ., 
Colwyn Bay At Hac a Market Harborough UD ...A Rossendale Valley A Wakefield RD 
Congleton ..... “al aes” a Market Rasen UD............ Al Rotherham CB ... A Walsall CB... 
Consett UD . pe Hastings... eats Martock .........0< Al A Al Wallsend B 
Conway .... Al Hatfield (Herts) seo Maryport ......... ei x Rugby MB ., A Walsden ...... 
Corby UD... A i ee he “a | Matlock UD... A | Rugeley UD’. -Al_ | Walton-on-Naze 
Cornwall, County of......¢Al Haywards Heath Al Melksham ............... Al BRUMECHOTEHOIED 2065s Sang esatses A Ware «o....erssseee 
Corsham District ........ A Heanor UD a Melton Mowbray UD ......A Warminster 
Coventry CB oo? Hemel Hempstead aA Merionethshire ......... Al Warrington ... 
Cranbrook ........ fen Henle caries eee? ee Merthyr ......... oe Saffron Walden ............ Al Warwick MB ... 
Cranleigh wee Hi rir - Lhames we Mexborough UD A St. Albans ....... oi Wednesbury MB... 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site A ewes: Oe CR ere Middlesbrough CB .. A St. Austell ... ul Wellingborough UD 
Rarnaleye. fees ar Stee Al tA Middleton ......... - St. Helens coke Wellington UD .... 
— al Al Middlewich ||”. my St. Neots ...... a Wellington (Somerset) Ai 
Crewkerne me Hext RD A Mildenhall... Al Salisbury City ... <iel Wells (Norfolk) aot 
Cromer Al mre at UD ” “A Milford Haven UD . me Salisbury Plain ... oss dul Wells (Somerset) .. 
Crook ie tis A MUO NOU 5 6255S acy nc caele Al ul oe Al Welwyn _........ bsveis A 
UR oe come eysham .... A Monmouth—Borough of...Al Sawbridgeworth . ih Welwyn Gar. City . A 
Crowborough or | Monmouthshire....... Al Saxmundham ... Al West Bromwich CB........4 
Cuckfield.......... 5 Hich W a vA Morecambe... ix Scarborough MB. mS Westbury ............. | 
oe TE OSIRIS A His KI ycombe ..... A Moreton Valence Al Scunthorpe MB ......... A Westcliff-on-Sea . al 
inckley UD ... woo Morley ............. ar. Seaford & Newhaven......Al Westerham ............ 1] 
Hitchin .......... A Morpeth B ... om SEY WD) ooo. s.ccescee. A West Hartlepool CB .......A 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A Hoddesdon . --A Morpeth RD a Sevenoaks... A Westmorland (except 
Darlington CB ia Holywell oA Mundesley ........... Al ‘Shaftesbury Al 1) Ee Al 
Darinnuth me le eee -Al Sheerness .... Al Weston-super-Mare 
Darwen Horncastle UD Al Sheffield MB A Weybridge ........... 
Daventry MB 1 Horsham Al | ea A Shepton Mallet . Al Weymouth (including Port. 
ica Al Horwich .......... uA Neath & Valley . ss Sherborne ....... Al land Bill, excluding Port. 
Denbigh Town Al Huddersfield CB . A Nelson ...... Shipley ...... A land Stoneyards) A 
Derby CB........ hae Ul wesseeeseeserees A Newark MB ae Shoeburyness A Whitby UD ...... 
Devizes ............. oot Hunstanton  ........ Al LOTS) Oe a ea Al Shoreham ........ A Whitby RD 
Devon, County of Al Huntington (Staffs) ............ A Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A Shrewsbury MB .. A Whitehaven .. Se 
Dewsbury CB ...... A Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Sirhowy Valleys . A Whitley & Monkseat | 
Didcot ...... Al PUSACONIG onc. scsesecec.c0ks Al New Forest District ......... Al Sittingbourne .... Al Whitstable and District ...Al 
re coil Ilkeston MB.. — Newmarket ........... Al Skegness UD .. Al WWICKIOES sis eseecso 
Doncaster CB. ...ciccesecccccs.. A Ilkley UD... mY Newport, Mon. .. ee Skipton UD . woth Widnes ... 
Dorchester... .Al Epewich .....<2.<<. me Newport Pagnell Al eaford UD) 6 oo. sicessso0ccoos Al Wigan 
Dorking ............ A Isle of Sheppey at Newquay ....... Al Slough, Windsor & Eton Wigton 
Dorset, County of Al Isle of Thanet... xd Newton Abbot . Al SPO A Wilmslow ...... 
Dover ...../.... is Sen Al Isle of Wight ............. Al Normanton UD ... a Smethwick CB E Wilts. County of. 
Dovercourt .. - Northallerton District. ......A Snettisham ...... my | Wimborne ....... Al 
Driffield UD ........ Al sunwiD nN Northallerton UD ............A OMNI NIED 6.5 ccciseneaesseece A Wincanton Al 
Drigg & Carleton ... aL aS, Northampton CB A Somerset, County of......tAl Winchester ..... Aly 
Droitwich MB....... A . North Shields ........ me Southampton and Windermere Al 
Dudiey CB ..... ry Keighley MB .,................. A North Walsham Al BOSUCIBD: o5.045.<<cis<.ccecas A Wisbech ..... Al 
Dunstable... Ba BOUM t.oxccabens seo Northwich ......... a8) Southend-on-Sea Dist.......A Witham ........ Al 
eG Sager A Kenilworth UD.. A Norton Radstock . | SOUUPORE ....005000560s00e my Withernsea UD.. an 
Kettering MB ..... A sles of I eee air A South Shields CB . ay N Woking ........ vl 
Keynsham ........... ayy Nottingham CB . otk Southwold _...... sil Wokingham ........ I 
ORDOUIIC . ......0005.c0ccsececccAh Kidderminster MB.. mae Nuneaton MB ............... A Spalding UD . Al Wolverhampton CB. 
E, Glam. & Mon. Val....... A Kingskerswell ..., .Al Stafford MB... Pete Wolverton District .. 
East Grinstead District ...A1 King’s Lynn ....... Al Staines ........... A Woodbridge ........ Al 
East Kesteven RD............ Al Kingsteignton Al OARHAMURD «5 cs03;-ss000508 Al Stamford MB i- Woodnall Spa UD Al 
East Retford MB neta Rarkhan <<... Ox Oakham UD .. Al Stantonwick ... He Woodstock ....... Al 
Eastwood (Notts) UD ......A Knaresborough UD .........A Okehampton Al Stevenage ...... ee Worcester CB. A 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A Knutsford ...... EAD Mires A Oldham ....... A SHOCK DOE ....5.00600. ee Workington .... A 
soeees Ongar ...... A Stockton RD .......... mee Worksop MB . A 
BNORNIET 05,555 oe A Ormskirk ....... WA Stockton-on-Tees B............A Worthing ......... . Al 
Leamington MB... A Ossett & Horbury uA Sioke-on-Trent CB . ook Wrexham (incl. Cefn). A 
: Leatherhead A Oswestry ....... Al Stoke Orchard ...... Al Wroughton ... | 
= Leeds CB .... a Oundle UD . Al Stourbridge MB .. any Wylam ........ A 
Exmouth Leek UD ..... ey Oxford . A Stourport UD ... elk Wymondham ww Al 
Leicester CB .... oak Oxted Al Stowmarket ............ -Al 
Fakenham ... Leighton Buzzard .. Al Stratford-on-Avon M cone VES. ciscccsuscsicciacsacemee 
Falmouth . oe ae oe Al Padstow Stroud (RD Area) Br Yeovil Borough Al 
Fareham .... Leominster Al Paignton... “3 Sunderland CB ..... oh York CB: ..... A 
Faversham BOR WOTER: oo. .o50cccecse croc, A ME en caceey camer een SUMMINGORIC: oss scsecesccscce I Ystalyfera ww 





*For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 7}d.; Labourers, 4s. Id. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 43. 7, 
Labourers, 4s. 0}d. +Plus 2d. per working day. This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated, - 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receiva 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 33. 7$d. per hour. Women engaged on woré other thao 
craft processes, 3s, 34d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 744 
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BUILDING IN THE CITY 


Corporation’s ‘Positive Methods ’ 
to Improve Off-street 
Parking Facilities 


HE Streets Committee and others are 
T working to secure the provision of 
more off-street car-parking facilities, to help 
relieve traffic congestion, Mr. E. W. Watts, 
chairman of the committee, told the Court 
of Common Council of the City of London 


meeting at Guildhall on October 17. 


He said: ‘The Improvements and Town 
Planning and Streets Committees are also 
taking action to widen streets where re- 
development occurs, and to arrange for 
facilities for loading and unloading goods 
within the curtilage of new buildings.’ 

They considered that positive methods 
such as these would prove more effective 
than the negative course of imposing further 
restrictions on the commercial life of the 
city. 

CapTAIN ALFRED INSTONE had suggested 
that the Streets Committee might consider 
making representations to the appropriate 
Minister to limit the size of vehicles using 
specified narrow streets during stated hours. 


Outline Plan Approved 
The Court granted permission on an out- 
line plan for the development of a fish- 
processing and packing warehouse, and a 
licensed premises, with offices on the upper 
floors, at parts of 78, 78a and 78b to 81, 
Lower Thames-street, parts of 19 to 22, St. 
Dunstan’s-hill, parts of 8, 9, 12 and 13, 


Harp-lane and part of Harp-lane (Re- 
development Unit No. 7). The architects 
are Messrs. Norman and  Dawbarn, 


FF/ARIBA, of 7, Portland-place, W1. 


They refused to permit the development of 
a new building for use as a warehouse, with 
ancillary offices, at 61 to 64, Holborn 
Viaduct and !and at the rear situated over 
the disused railway station next to Snow 
Hill (Theo H. Birks, FRIBA, 38, Portland 
place, W1). 


Reasons for refusal were that the entire 
area situated between the western boundary 
of the railway cutting and the corner of 
Holborn Viaduct and Snow Hill should be 
redeveloped as a whole, and the redevelop- 
ment of the site in question as a separate 
unit would seriously prejudice such compre- 
hensive redevelopment. 


It was decided that no objection be 
offered, subject to the improvement and/or 
building lines being agreed on the sites, to 
the erection of new buildings at 3/16, Great 
New-street, 46/55, Cheapside, 51/66, Bread- 
street and 78/79, Watling-street, and Amen- 
court and Warwick-lane. The LCC had 
asked for the Corporation’s views on appli- 
cations under Section 13 of the London 


Building Act, 1930, for consent to build 
on these sites, 


It was reported that inquiries had failed 
'o establish the ownership of land at the 
rear of 37 and 38, Aldermanbury, known as 
Millers-court, which forms part of Re- 
development Unit No. 4, and agreed that a 
deed poll be executed vesting the land in the 
Corporation. A sum of £1 is to be paid into 
the High Court as compensation for the 
compulsory acquisition of the land, as 
determined by the Lands Tribunal. 


Compulsory Purchase Orders 


The Court were informed that the appro- 
priate Minister had confirmed compulsory 
purchase orders in respect of the following 
properties :— 

‘Star’ Public House, 31, Aldersgate-street 
(freehold interest, subject to lease for 60 years 
from March 25, 1898, at a rental of £250 a 
year)—£7,500 compensation—standing building. 

1, Coleman-street (Common Council agreed 
to the acquisition of the freehold interest fo 
£20,375 on December 13, 1956). 

2, Little Love-lane (freehold interest, subject 
to a lease for 21 years from December 25, 1944, 
at £950 a year exclusive)}—t26,000 compensa- 
tion—standing building. 

The Court approved the recommenda- 
tion to purchase by agreement under the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
subject to the consent of the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, the follow- 
ing properties, which, it was reported, it was 
necessary for the Corporation to acquire in 
order to achieve a satisfactory comprehen- 
sive redevelopment of the areas in which the 
properties are situated :— 


145, 145a and 146, Aldersgate-street (free- 
hold interest with vacant possession)—war 


damage classificaticn, total loss—£18,421 com- 
pensation. 

56, Barbican (freehold interest, subject to a 
lease for 99 years from June 24, 1865, at a 
ground rent of £300 a year inclusive}—war 
damage classification, total loss—t19,000 com- 
pensation. 

85 to 88, Minories (leasehold interest for a 
term of 99 years from December, 1912, at a 
ground rent of £118 a year)—standing building 

£36,000 compensation. 


TIMBER’ TRUSSES 


IN CHURCH 


HALL.—St. George’s Church Hall, 
Easton-in-Gordano, Somerset, where 
lightweight timber trusses form the 


structural members. The trusses are of 
6 in. by 3 in. structural grade Douglas 
fir main members, with plywood webs of 
3 in. exterior grade Douglas fir. The 
building measures 66 ft. by 24 ft. 9 in. 
and is 13 ft. high. Reference to the 
Timber Development Association's Reg- 
ional Officer led the designers, Mr. 
P. W. Smith and Mr. H. J. Chate, to 
consider timber construction in the 
interests of economy. The builders were 
Pymm Bros., of Bristol 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Building Applications Refused 


AN application for the erection of a block 
*™ of flats on land adjoining Tilehurst-road, 
Cheam, Surrey, has been turned down by 
Sutton and Cheam Council’s building and 
town planning committee, who contend that 
it would cause injury to the amenities of the 
adjoining residential premises. They also 
refused permission for the demolition of 
existing premises and the erection of six 
blocks of flats in Worcester-road, Sutton, 
with a new cul-de-sac. A project for the 
erection of a petrol-filling station at the 
junction of Belmont-rise and Dorset-road, 
Cheam, has also been turned down ~*on 
grounds of injury to the amenities of the 
residential area and increase in_ traffic 
hazards.’ 
* Oil-fired Central Heating * 

A new publication ‘Oil-Fired Ceniral 
Heating,’ has been issued which is a reprint 
of articles originally published in the 
Industrial Heating Engineer. This deals with 
the practical application of oil-firing to 
central heating and hot water boilers suit- 
able for domestic and medium-sized indus- 
trial and commercial premises. A section 
also covers oil-fired industrial air heaters 
for similar premises. Copies can be ob- 
tained from the publishers, John D. Troup 
Limited, 90 High Holborn, WC1. price 6s. 


Amounts of Tender 


West Hartlepool Education Committee 
discussed, on September 18, the practice of 
referring members to the Chief Education 
Officer for amounts of tenders. Alderman 
H. L. Hogg said that amounts of tenders 
that have been accepted ought to be pub- 
lished in the minutes, and he protested 
against the existing practice. 

Councillor George Groves, the chairman. 
said it was not the practice to divulge these 
amounts. Alderman Hogg went on to say 
he agreed that they should not be disclosed 
until a decision had been reached, but con- 
sidered that there was no reason why they 
should not be made known once a tender 
had been accepted. He said the public 
should know fully what money was being 
spent. 

US Fire Investigations 

‘Combustible Contents in Buildings.” by 
S. H. Ingberg, John W. Dunham, and James 
P. Thompson, now issued by the US 
National Bureau of Standards Building 
Materials and Structures as Report 149 
(obtainable from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office. 
Washington 25, DC, price 20 cents, 25 cents 
post free), contains data on the combustible 
content, including flooring, finish and trim. 
of a number of building occupancies and is 
based on surveys made by the Public Build- 
ings Service and the National Bureau of 
Standards. Except in areas used for filing 
and storage, the combustible contents in 
residential, school, hospital and office build- 
ings is uniformly light, states the report. 
The combustible load is relatively higher 
and varies considerably in mercantile occu- 
pancies and even more so in industrial and 
storage buildings. In conjunction with fire 
severity tests, data from these surveys can 
be applied in developing requirements for 
minimum fire resistance in buildings. 


J* 
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MOW LECTURES 
Programme for November 


TPXHE series of discussions on subjects of 

interest to the building industry 
arranged by the Ministry of Works has 
the following programme for November:- 


Carlisle. — Nov. 5: ‘Safety in the Building 
Industry,” by J. A. Hayward, Superintending 
Safety Officer, John Laing and Son, Ltd., at 
the Technical College, Victoria-pl. 7 p.m. 

W orkington.—Nov. 6: * Safety in the Build- 
ing Industry,’ by J. A. Hayward, at the Tech- 
nical College, Park-Ja. 7 p.m. 

Basingstoke.—Nov. 6: * The Building (Safety, 
Health and Welfare) Regulations, 1948,’ by R. J. 
Gates, BA(Oxon), DIPEd(Oxon), HM Inspecto: 
of Factories, at the Technical College, Worting- 
rd. 7.13 p.m: 

Southend-on-Sea.—Nov. 6:  * Pre-planning, 
Programming and Progressing,’ by G. J. J. 
Hunt, BEc, ARIBA, Consultant of the Building 
Advisory Committee, at the Municipal College, 
New Buildings, London-rd. 7.30 p.m. 

Wolverhampton.—Nov. 6: * Sound Practice 
in the Use of Wood in Building,’ by Bernard 
W. Eades, FIWSC, ACIS, Timber Consultant, 
at Wolverhampton and Staffordshire College of 
Technology, Wulfruna-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Huddersfield Nov. 7: * Weathering and De- 
terioration of Concrete and Cement Render- 
ings,’ by C. Hobbs, BSc, ARIC, of the Develop- 
ment Division, John Laing and Son, Ltd., at 
the Technical College, Queen-st. South. 7 p.m. 

Northampton. — Nov. ‘Flooring and 
Flooring Materials,’ by W. J. Warlow, Building 
Research Station, Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, at Carnegie Hall Public 
Library, Abington-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Stirling. —Nov. 7: * Symposium—Teamwork 
in Building,’ at the Golden Lion Hotel, chair- 
man: A. I. D. Macdonald, DA(Glas.), ARIBA. 
7.12 ‘pn 

Cambridge.—Nov. 11: *‘ Concrete Placing and 
Formwork,’ by A. B. Harman, BSc, ACGI, 
Research Department, George Wimpey and Co., 
Ltd.. at Cambridgeshire Technical College, 
Collier-rd. 7.30 p.m. 

Bognor.—Nov. 12: * Safety in the Building 
Industry,” by J. A. Hayward, Superintending 
Safety Officer, John Laing and Son, Ltd., at 
the Technical Institute, Southway. 

Grimsby.—Nov. 12: ‘ Practical Formwork 
Design and Construction for Concrete,’ by J. 
G. Richardson, of Holland & Hannen & Cu- 
bitts, Ltd., and the Concrete Development Co., 
Ltd., at the Gas Showrooms, Osborne-st. 7.15 
p.m. 

Southampton.—Nov. 12: ‘Plastic Pipes for 
Building,’ by J. F. Berry, Research Engineer, 
Marley Tile Co., Ltd., at Southampton Tech- 
nical College, Albert-rd. 7.30 p.m. 

Wrexham.—Nov. 12: ‘The RIBA Form of 
Contract,’ by I. N. Duncan Wallace, Barrister- 
at-Law, at the Technical College, Mold-rd. 7 
p.m. 

Llangefni.—Nov. 13: ‘Structural Uses of 
Timber,’ by A. R. F. McGahan, AMICE, in 
the Canteen, Shire Hall. 7 p.m. 

Connah’s Quay.—Nov 14: * Structural Uses 
of Timber.’ by A. R. F. McGahan, AMICE, at 
Flintshire Technical College. 7. p.m. 

Hatfield.—Nov. 14: ‘Some Aids to Produc- 
tivity,” by A. E. Chittenden, DFC, BSc(Eng), 
Ministry of Works, at Hatfield Technical Col- 
lege, Roe-green. 7.30 p.m. ; 
London Polytechnic.—Nov. 14: ‘ Application 
of Soil Mechanics to buildings,’ by A. L. Little, 
AMICE, AMIStructE, of Binnie Deacon & 
Gourley, at Portland Hall, Little Titchfield-st., 
WI. 7 p.m. 

Inverness.—Nov. 14: ‘* Building Drainage and 
Sanitation,’ by T. H. Morrison, AMICE, MISE, 
at Burnett’s Restaurant, Academy-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Newport (Isle of Wight).—Nov. 18: * Safety 
in the Building Industry,’ by J. A. Hayward, 
Superintending Safety Officer, John Laing & 
Son, Ltd., at the Isle of Wight Technical Col- 
lege, Hunny Hill. 7 p.m. 

Manchester.—Nov. 19: ‘The RIBA Form of 
Contract,’ by David Gardam, at the Manchester 
Gas Boad Showrooms, Town Hall Extension. 
7.15 p.m. 

Newcastle-upon-T yne.—Nov. 19: ‘ Safety in 
Excavations,’ by G Roberts, AMICE, of 
the Development Division, John Laing & Son, 
Ltd., at the Connaught Hall, YMCA, Blackett- 
st. 7 p.m. 


Paisley.—Nov. 19: * New Traditional Methods 
of Building,’ by R. C. Scholefield, BA(Arch), 
ARIBA, Ministry of Works, at Brabloch Hotel, 
Renfrew-rd. 7.15 p.m. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Nov. 19: * Planning of High 
Flats,’ by T. L. Knight, AADip, ARIBA, Build- 
ing Research Station, Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, at City of Stoke-on- 
Trent College of Building, Cauldon-pl. 7.15 
p.m. 

Burton-on-Trent.—Nov. 20: * Safety in the 
Building Industry,’ by J. A. Hayward, Superin- 
tending Safety Officer, John Laing and Son, 
Ltd., at the Littke Theatre, Education Offices, 
Guild-st. 7.15 p.m. 

Luton.—Nov. 20: ‘ Weathering and Deterior- 
ation of Concrete and Cement Renderings,’ by 
C. Hobbs, BSc, ARIC, of the Development 
Division, John Laing & Son, Ltd., at Luton and 
South Bedfordshire College of Further Educa- 
tion, Park-sq. 7.30 p.m. 

South Shields —Nov. 20: ‘ Introduction to 
Programming and Progressing for Builders,’ by 
A. E. Chittenden, BSc(Eng), AMICE, Ministry 
of Works, at the New Marine and Technical 
College. 7 p.m. 

Olympia. (Building Exhibition).—Nov. 20: 
Discussion: * Design for the Durability of Con- 
temporary Buildings,’ chairman: Sir Thomas 
Bennett, KBE, FRIBA, 5 p.m. 

Bolton.—Nov. 21: ‘Sound Insulation,’ by J. 
A. Godfrey, ARIBA, Building Research Station, 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search, at Bolton Technical College, 7.15 p.m. 

Croydon.—Nov. 21: ‘Control of Concrete 
Quality on Sites,’ by R. A. Kenny, of the De- 
velopment Division, John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
at Croydon Polytechnic, School of Building, 
Selhurst-rd.. SE25. 7 p.m. 

Edinburgh.—Nov. 21: ‘ Building Drainage 
and Sanitation,’ by T. H. Morrison, AMICE, 
MISE, at the Royal Society Hall, 24, George- 
st. 7-45 p.m. 

Chesterfield.—Nov. 
Domestic Drainage,’ by 
MICE, at the Central 
Memorial Hall. 7.15 p.m. 

Folkestone.—November 25: ‘ Powered Hand 
Tools, by A. F. Coare, ABICC, at the Tech- 
nical College, The Grange, Shorncliffe-rd. 7 p.m. 


22: ‘Good Practice in 
F. J. Crabb, BEng, 
Library, Stephenson 
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Wigan.—Nov. 25: ‘ Defects in Brickwort: 
by L. W. Baldwin, Building Research Sng 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Reseach 
at Wigan and District Mining and Tech cd 
College, 7.30 p.m. nical 

Cardiff —Nov. 26: * Building in 
America,’ by G. Graham, DipArch, ARIES 
the Park Hotel, Park-st. 7 p.m. ‘iS 

Kilmarnock.—Nov. 26: ‘Common Defectc ; 
Buildings,’ by H. M. Llewellyn. BSc, ARO = 
Lauder’s Restaurant, King-st. 7.15 p.m. - 

Weymouth.—Nov. 26: * Problems of Plaster. 


ing and Rendering,’ by E. L. Westbrook Rp 
search and Development Officer, Edw = 


Bradley & Sons, Ltd., at South Dorset Tock’ 
nical College, Newstead-rd. 7.15 aa Tech 
Preston.—Nov. 27: ‘Common. Defects ; 
Building,” by H. J. Eldridge, BSc, pn 
Research Station, Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, at Harris College, Cor. 
poration-st. 7 p.m. eo 

York.—Nov. 27: ‘ Essentials of Good Con- 
creting,’ by E. E. H. Bate, CBE, MICE, Chief 
Works Engineer, Ministry of Works, at the 
Department of Building, Ashfield, 159, Tad- 
caster-rd. 7 p.m. F 

Glasgow.—Nov. 28: ‘ Building in Stone,’ by 
James Shearer, RSA, FRIBA, at the Royal 
College of Science and Technology, George:st 
T.15 pan. rn 

Halifax.—Nov. 28: * Plastic Pipes for Build. 
ing,’ by J. F. Berry, Research Engineer, Marley 
Tile Co., Ltd., at the Department of Building, 
Percival Whitley College of Further Education, 
Hopwood-la. 7 p.m. 

Stafford.—Nov. 28: ‘Surface Finishes of 
Concrete,’ by J. G. Wilson, FRIBA, Cement 
and Concrete Association, at the County Tech- 
nical College, Cherry-st., 7.15 p.m. 

Watford.—Nov. 28: * Arbitration in Building 
Disputes,” by Norman P. Greig, BA, at Watford 
Technical College, Hempsted-rd. 7 p.m. 


HOUSE BUILDING IN 
CANADA 
Sharp Decreases in Starts 
and Completions 


N OTTAWA home building slowed down 
sharply in the first seven months of this 
year compared with 1956, Bureau of Statis- 
tics figures show. Starts on new construc- 
tion numbered 61,496, a decrease of about 
19 per cent. from 76,131. Units completed 
totalled 59.143, a decrease of 13 per cent. 
from 67,673. 

At the end of July, there were 70,964 
units under construction, a decrease of 18 
per cent. from 86,090 at the same time last 
year. 

To stimulate housing, the Federal Gov- 
ernment recently announced that it is mak- 
ing available $150m. for government: 
backed loans from lending institutions for 
low-cost homes. 

In the January-July period, housing starls 
were down in all provinces except Saskat- 
chewan, which reported a small increas: 
and Prince Edward Island, which was ut 


changed. 
Completions decreased in Quebec, 
Ontario, Manitoba and Alberta but ir 


creased in the other provinces. Following 


is a summary of the position: 


Started Completed 

1957 1956 1957 1956 

Newfoundland 478 1,048 679 2) 
Prince Edward . 
Island 67 67 76 y 
Nova Scotia 1,367 1;710 © 1,197 i 
New Brunswick 1,563 1,753 1,438 | = 
Quebec 17,950 21,888 16,659 2090 
Ontario 22.736 29,610 22,914 26, 
Manitoba 1,907 2,856 1,829 eit 
Saskatchewan 2328 «1,851 1,909 1, "i 
Alberta 5.196 5,843 4,92 on 
British Columbia 7,903 9,505 7,518 1,4! 
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From Our Own Correspondents 


CAMBODIA.—The 
Penh is to be enlarged in order to cope with 


airport at Phnom 
modern aircraft. A new runway will be 
the first part of this extension and is to be 
constructed so as to be available for use 
next year. 

CEYLON.—A_ United Kingdom firm 
(Mirrlees Watson and Co., Ltd.) have been 
awarded the Rs. 19m. contract to construct 
Ceylon’s first sugar factory in the Gal Oya 
Valley, tenders for which were referred to 
recently in this column. . . . The contract 
for Ceylon’s second sugar factory, to be run 
by the Department of Industries at Kantalai, 
has been awarded to the Czech Techno- 
export Corporation. 

CHINESE REPUBLIC.—Construction is 
due to start in October on a new hydro- 
electric scheme on the Yi Li river in 
Northern Yunnan. It will have a generat- 
ing capacity of 150,000 Kw. 


HONG KONG.—The main building 
contract for the Housing Authorities’ 
Cadogan-street scheme, designed by Ter- 
rence Feltham, ARIBA, has been awarded 
to Wan Hin and Co., for $6,300,236. The 
same firm, Wan Hin and Co., were awarded 
a contract in August for the construction of 
resettlement flats at Shek Kip Mei, value 
$3,312,023....W. H. Kwan, ARIBA, 
AADip, is the architect for a new school 
at Tsun Wan, in the New Territories, esti- 
mated to cost about $500,000. Tenders 
have been invited by the Building Com- 
mittee for the construction. 


JAPAN.—Arterial highways to link six 
major cities between Tokyo and Kobe are 
planned by the Highway Corporation of 
Japan. The first, a four-lane toll road, will 
extend 125 miles directly between the two 
cities and is estimated to cost 70,000 million 
Yen. The constitution of Japan’s atomic 
power generation company  has_ been 
approved by the Government. Eighty per 
cent. of the shares will be held by private 
enterprise and 20 per cent. by the Govern- 
ment. Starting capital will be £1m. and a 
British reactor will be the first purchase. 


PHILIPPINES.—What are claimed as the 
tichest nickle deposits in the world have 
been discovered in Surigao province of the 
Southern Philippines. The Government 
are to ask private investors to finance the 
highly technical process of working these 
deposits which are estimated to be worth 
over US $1,000m. 


SPAIN.—The State-owned electricity 
undertakings of Empresa Nacional Hidro- 
electrica del Ribagorzana and the Confedera- 
cion Hidrografica del Pirineo Oriental have 
together drawn up an ambitious irrigation 
scheme for the harnessing of the entire 
water reserves of Cataluna. A chain of 
reservoirs, power stations and _ irrigation 
systems is to be built at a total cost of about 
£60,000,000, and the project is to be com- 
pleted within ten years. The companies have 
published a book describing their achieve- 
ments Over the past ten years and’ their 
future plans. 


SWEDEN.—Uddeholms AIB have decided 
to build a groundwood mill at Géta 
within the same factory area as the com- 


pany’s sulphite mill which was destroyed by 
a Jandslide early this summer. The new mill 
is planned for an output of 40,000 tons of 
90 per cent. pulp per annum at continuous 
operation. The plant, which will employ 
about 100, is expected to cost about Kr. 
10m. (£690,000) and is scheduled for com- 
pletion by 1959. 

TAIWAN.—The Taiwan Power Co. has 
signed a US $6m. loan agreement with the 
Westinghouse Electric Co. for the construc- 
tion of a power plant at Shenao. Total 
estimated cost of the plant is US $12m. and 
is expected to take three years to complete. 
Capacity will be 70,000 Kw. 

THAILAND.—A new petroleum refinery 
near Bangkok planned by Michiro Azuma, 
of the Japanese Steel Tube Co., Tokyo, is 
to be constructed by the Thai Government. 

VENEZUELA.—A contract with the 
Venezuelan Government for the building of 
a 500-bed hospital with clinics and a nurses’ 
college at the East-Venezuelan city of Bar- 
celona has been signed by the Stockholm 
contractors Sentab through their Venzuelan 
subsidiary, Cia. Wenezolana Sentab, accord- 
ing to reports in the Swedish press. The 
contract involves a sum of some 50 million 
kronor (£3,450,000) and is one of the 
largest commissions ever entrusted to a 
Swedish enterprise abroad. After the atten- 
tion of the Venezuelan Government had 
been attracted to the high standard of 
Swedish hospitals it invited Sentab to draw 
up projects for three large hospitals in that 
country, one of which is that planned for 
Barcelona. The Swedish architect Anders 
Tengbom was commissioned by Sentab to 
make the drawings. 

The hospital proper consists of a seven- 
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storey dispensary part and an _ in-patient 
building of nine storeys, connected to each 
other by a building which is likewise of 
seven storeys. Complete medical and sur- 
gical clinics, a lying-in department, children’s 
and infants’ clinics and emergency ward will 
form part of the hospital as well as special 
departments for X-ray therapy and diagnos- 
tics, autopsy, etc. Adjoining buildings will 
contain cafeterias for the personnel and 
laundry premises. The nurses’ school is a 
seven-storey building placed separately from 
the main complex, as is also the steam- 
power plant. 


Trade with China 


A team of five from Vickers, Ltd., left 
for Peking on October 13, to discuss the 
reopening of trade relationships with 
China. They will investigate the possi- 
bility of marketing some of the commerical 
products of the Vickers Group in that 
country. 


Plea for British Tenders 


Sik Eric Harrison, the Australian High 
Commissioner. appealed to British engineers 
to tender for construction work in 
Australia. Speaking at the annual dinner 
of the Institute of Mechanical Engineers 
held in London on October 17, he said that 
in 1953 Australia had £30m. worth of ten- 
ders but there was not a single tender from 
Britain. America and France got the 
contracts. 

Today, he said, Australia was calling for 
tenders for similar construction work to 
cost about £25m. and it was hoped to 
receive tenders from Britain for these works. 


Standard Overseas Contract 
Conditions 


The Ad Hoc Working Party on Contract 
Practices in Engineering of the Economic 
Commission for Europe has recently com- 
pleted drawing up two sets of ‘ General Con- 
ditions for the Suvply and Erection of 
Plant and Machinery for Import and 
Export.’ General Conditions No. 188A pro- 
vide a set of conditions designed to form 
a basis for engineering contracts in inter- 
national trade generally: General Conditions 
No. 574A differ from No. 188A on a few 
points where the conditions adopted for 
No. 188A were not acceptable to the Eastern 
European members of the Working Party. 
General Conditions No. 574A are accord- 
ingly more suitable for East/West trade. 
Copies of these Conditions may be bought 
from HM Stationery Office, or through any 
bookseller, price 9d. each, plus 2d. for 
postage. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


*Iraq.—The Government of Iraq Develop- 
ment Board invites tenders from established 
civil engineering contractors for the construc- 
tion of a highway bridge, approx. 300 metres 
long, together with approx. 1.300 metres of 
approach roads over a branch line of the river 
Euphrates at Abbassiyat, Hilla Liwa. _ Details 
and tender documents from Messrs. Posford, 
Pavry & Partners, London, Dep. £25. Tenders 
to Directorate-General of Accounts, Ministry 
of Development, by December 9. Preliminary 
dep. 6,000 Iraqi Dinars. 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 
where further information can be obtained. 
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* No Opportunity’ jor Contracts 


Sc OTTISH contractors were not having an 

opportunity of quoting for many large 
contracts, said Mr. MATTHEW GILMOUR, 
president of the Scottish Building Contrac- 
tors’ Association, at the association’s annual 
dinner heid recently. One case in point, he 
added, was the £37 million contract for the 
Hunterston power station where the con- 
tract had been let out without the Govern- 
ment adopting the usual practice of taking 
tenders by competition. 

Mr. Gilmour went on to recall that at 
the same event a year earlier reference had 
been made to the fact that the opportunity 
of quoting had not been given to the Scot- 
tish industry. ‘The contract has now been 
let, he said, ‘and I make no criticism of 
the contractors engaged for this work nor 
do I know on what terms the contract is 
let. But it would now appear to be the 
declared policy of the commission to hand 
over these stations without resorting to the 
usual Government practice in obtaining 
estimates by competition.’ 

There had been strong representations to 
the proper quarter and an assurance had 
been given; they were now waiting to see 
whether a spreading of invitations to tender 
would materialise. 

The fixed-price contract problem was 
referred to when Mr. Gilmour said that 
they certainly approved of a return to fixed- 
price tendering—but only when the time 
was ripe. Suppliers, and in particular the 
associates of the Contractors’ Association, 
were doing all they could in this matter, but 
it seemed peculiar that while the law was 
being laid down for contractors no pressure 
was being put on the nationalised industries 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberlour.—Alterations and repairs to swim- 
ming pool at Aberlour Orphanage comprising 
two-storey building of approx. 2.500 sq. ft. 
Details from M. H. Kilpatrick, constg. engr., 3, 
Queen-st., Buckie. 


Arbroath.—Warddykes housing site, Mont- 
rose-rd. 466 yd. of 6 in., 9 in. and 12 in. F.C. 
sewers and 495 yd. of 4 in. water main. Work 
comprises laying and jointing of F.C. and spun- 
iron pipes, branches, etc., and construction of 
r.c. pre-cast manholes. Applications to Burgh 
E., Dewar House, Hill-terr. 


Coatbridge.—Blackwood RC _ school.—Re- 
modelling and extension to provide three class- 
rooms, dining room, kitchen, etc. Several 
works, Application to I. V. Paterson, County 
Clerk, Lanarkshire House, 191, Ingram-st., 
Glasgow, Cl 


_ Dumfries.—Lochside 2nd Development, sec- 
tion 7.—12 blocks comprising 70 houses. Several 
works. Applications to J. Hutcheson, Town 
Clerk, Municipal Chambers. 


Dumbarton CC.—Gretna-Stranraer-Glasgow- 
Stirling trunk road, A80—readvertisement—re- 
alignment and improvement of road from 
county boundary nr. Mollinsbury to Hole 
Farm-rd, (approx. 3.16 miles). Work com- 
prises construction of dual-carriageway by-pass 
at Condorrat (approx. 1.2 miles), the duplica- 
tion and reconstruction of the remaining 1.96 
miles and all ancillary works. Contract docu- 
ments from_ James Watson, County S, 88, 
College-st., Dumbarton. Dep. £20. 





Edinburgh.—St. Leonard's (Dumbiedykes) 
clearance area. Demolition of buildings at 
27-37, Holyrood-sq. Applications to City E, 
329, High-st. 


Edinburgh.—Corporation to build new 
primary school at Portobello at a cost of 
£120,000 and carry out alterations at St. 


Thomas of yma RC sec. sch., Chalmers-st., 
at a cost of £110,000. 
Glasgow.—SSHA to build 60 houses at Lang- 
lands-rd., in two i0-storey blocks. 
Melrose.—High-st. 830 yd. of 6 in. spun-iron 
water main with other relative works. Applica- 
Se to Gilbert Thomson & Son, enginecrs, 164, 
Bath-st., Glasgow, C2. Dep. £2 2s. 
Paisley.—15-storey flats —Contractors may 
submit alternative tenders, viz., Scheme A (168 
houses): Scheme B (168 houses); Schemes A. 
and B. (336 houses). Blocks are identical in 
plan and involve construction of concrete semi- 
cross wall with cast in situ floors and facing 
brick cladding. Applications to A. Cochran, 
Town Clerk, Municipal Buildings. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. F. C. J. BAGNALL, manager of the Lon- 
don branch of Redpath, Brown & Co., Ltd., 
structural engineers, has been appointed a direc- 
tor of the company. 


The Builder 
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BUILDING 

OCTOBER 28. 
*+Oldbury BC.—First phase of Municipal 
Golf yd eee Brandhall Golf Course. BS. 


Dep. £2 
OCTOBER 29. 
*tEast Seffolk CC.—Extensions at Wood- 
bridge Farlingaye S.M. Sch. (est. cost £35,000). 
County A. Tenders by November 29. 
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maisonettes in one three-storey block at North 


Whitby 
£5 38. 


housing estate. 


Gipping RDC.—28 dwellings and site works 


at Needham Market. E&S. 


(2) erection of Stradbroke SM Sch. 


Boro’ A. 
NOVEMBER 5. 


accommodation at Tollington 


—Alterations and improvements 
John’s-rd. BE&S. Dep. 


Tenders by Novem- 


ses at Cheapside. C, 
ovember 22. 


R 2. 
s’ flats at Spital-rd., 


R 4, 


Erection of Butley 


unty A, Tenders by 


onversion of 69a, 
gineering Dept. for 


ion work in forming 


Grand-ave. BE&S 


R 6. 


R 7. 


people’s bungalows, 
Boro’ AE&S. Dep. 
n to existing struc- 
Park. BE&S. Dep. 
of 9-class primary 


price tender). Job 


ons to conveniences 


Boro’ E&S. Dep. 





Dep. £3 


*Iifo 
Beal G 
*Iifo 


*Sitt 
library 
Dep. £ 


*+Le 
gramm 
Londo: 


*Hes 
Heston 
Lampt 

*Sou 


Gramn 


Stock 
Brinnin 


P, 


Totte 


CIVIL 


West 
seven st 


Birmi 
at Bull 


Harw 
stonewa 
at Dove 


Fareh 
spun-irc 
Dep. £5 


_ Wimt 
lin, yd. 
manhol 
and sew 
C. Der 


Dunb 
ment 
trunk ri 
boundar 


5 1957 


wages 
tional 

1957, 
\tland, 
tkney, 


. 114d, 


veek of 
hours 


CnNnenvw 
anccoa® 








Board.— 
General 
field-rd., 


tion-rd., 
Novem- 


side. C, 
Dital-rd., 


 Butley 
M_ Sch. 
ders by 


f 69a, 
ept. for 


forming 
yllington 
BE&S 


ise with 


5-storey 


igalows, 


of 18. 
‘S. Dep. 


vements 
3. Dep. 


x struc- 
5. Dep. 


of two 
primary 
‘), Job 


niences 
Is. 


and 10 
+ North 
Dep. 


» works 





THE BUILDER October 25 1957 


+*Macclesfield BC.—Fixed price tenders for 
the erection of offices for Housing et at 
ep. 


Hawthorn-st. Boro’ A., 3, Jordangate. 
3 
al NOVEMBER 14. 
*Sunderland CB.—Installation of central 


heating and hot and cold water at Broadway 

_ Mod. Sch.; electrical installation, supply 
of hardware, supply and laying of bituminous 
felt roofing at Castle View Sec. Mod. Sch.: 
supply and laying of bituminous felt roofing at 
Technical Coll. Extensions, West Park. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 15. 

*Southport CB.—16 bungalows at 
Boro’ A, 99-105, Lord-st. Dep, £2 2s. 

*§underland CB.—Boundary walls at approx. 
800 houses at Springwell estate. Boro’ A. Dep. 
2 2s. 

. *Tipton BC.—Public conveniences at Victoria 
Park, BE&S. Den. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 18. 

*Birmingham Water Dept.—External repairs 
and decoration of pump houses, garages and 
other buildings at Waterworks-rd., Edgbaston. 
General Manager and Secretary, Water Deont., 
Edmund-st. 

*Kingston-on-fhames Royal Boro’.—165 flats 
at Cambridge-gdns., contract 3: 19 houses and 
39 flats at ten sites, contract 4. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 19. 

*Iford BC.—Alterations and adaptation at 
Beal Grammar Sch., Ley-st. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Iford BC.—Erection of science and craft 
block at The Mount Sec. Girls’ Sch., Uphall-rd. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sittingbourne and Milton UDC.—Public 
library at Central-ave. E&S., Central-ave. 
Dep. £3 3s. (Fixed price tender.) 

NOVEMBER 22. 

*tLeicester CC.—First instalment of new 

grammar school at Hinckley. County A, 123, 


London-rd. 
NOVEMBER 25. 

*Heston and Isleworth BC.—Alterations at 
Heston Infants’ Sch., Heston-rd. BE&S., 88, 
Lampton-rd., Hounslow. 

*Southampton CB.—Annexe No. | at Itchen 
Grammar Sch. Boro’ A. 

NOVEMBER 26. 

*Truro City C.—Buildings, cattie pennage, 
sewers, SW sewers, etc., for new T.T. cattle 
market. T.C. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 2. 

*Gillingham BC.—14 dwellings with 6 garages 
at Wharf-rd., Bridge-rd., and Medway-rd._ BE. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

*Woking UDC.—New convenience at Queen 
Efizabeth-gdns., Horsell. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 3. 

*Brentford & Chiswick BC.—Public Library, 

Dukes-ave., Chiswick. BE&S. 
DECEMBER 4. 

Stockport BC.—Infants’ school (240 pupils) at 

Brinnington. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


Hart-st. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


: NOVEMBER 30. 
Tottenham BC.—Road materials. TC. 


MUNICIPAL AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 4. 

Weston-super-Myare =BC.—Making-up of 
seven streets. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2. 

cae NOVEMBER 6. 

Birmingham City C.—R.c. vehicular subway 

at Bull Ring. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
. NOVEMBER 16. 

Harwich BC.—2,000 yd. of 6 in. dia. glazed 
stoneware and 9 in, dia. concrete sewers, etc., 
at Dovercourt. Boro’ E&S. Dep, £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 18. 

Fareham UDC.—3} miles of 12 in. and 9 in. 

| ogee pipes with flexible joints, etc. E&S. 


. NOVEMBER 25. 

_ Wimborne and Cranborne RDC.—(1) 3,600 
lin, yd. of 6 in. sewers with precast concrete 
manholes and laterals, and (2) pumping station 
and sewage disposal works at Sixpenny Handley. 

. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

DECEMBER 16. 

Dunbarton CC.—Realignment and improve- 
ment of Gretna-Stranraer-Glasgow-Stirling 
trunk road, A.80, for 3.16 miles from county 

undary nr. Mollinsburn to Hole Farm-rd., 


west of Cumbernauld. County S. Dep. £20. 


NO DATE, 

Brownhills UDC.—2,950 yd. of 27 in. to 12 in. 
dia. concrete pipes, 530 yd. of 9 in. and 6 in. 
dia. SGW pipes and short lengths of 4 in, dia. 
connections, involving two canal crossings and 
heading under branch railway, and_ includ- 
ing small pumping station, storm water over- 
flow chambers, etc. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey. — SITE ACQUISITION. — The 
Housing, TP and Estates Com. recommends the 
purchase, for housing purposes, of Nos. 37-53 
(odd), Balaclava-rd. and 51-59 (odd), Lynton- 
rd., which is mainly a cleared site opposite the 
Council’s existing block of flats at Stansfield- 
hse., Longfield estate. 

Bermondsey. — FLATS, MAISONETTES AND 
GaraGeEs. The Housing, TP and Estates Com. 
has approved preliminary lay-out plans for the 
development of the Strathnairn-st./St. James’s- 
rd. housing site by one five-storey block of flats 
south of Fort-rd. and one four-storey block of 
maisonettes linked to one five-storey block of 
flats north of Fort-rd. (a total of 58 dwellings) 
with a children’s play space, 12 garages and 14 
pram stores. The architects for the scheme are 
H. V. Ashley and Winton Newman (L/F), 3, 
Veralum-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1. 

Bermondsey. — FLATS, MAISONETTES AND 
GaraGES.—The LCC Housing Com. has 
approved proposals for developing a site of 1.9 
acres to the south of Chilton-grove, SE8, by 
two four-storey blocks of flats each linked with 
a six-storey block of maisonettes (68 dwellings), 
together with 32 tenants’ stores, a play space, 
10 garages and a car park, at a total estimated 
cost of £202,200. 

Camberwell.—Orrices.—New offices for the 
Amalgamated Engineering Union, 110, Peck- 
ham-rd., SE15, are proposed at 2-10, Lyndhurst- 
way, SEIS. 

Camberwell.—Houses aND GARAGES.—Austin 
Vernon & Ptnrs. (F/A/A), 5, Buckingham-pl., 
SW1, are the architects for a scheme of 28 
houses and garages which is proposed at Wood- 
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hall, College-rd..—Sir Robert Tasker & Ptnrs., 
3, Field-court, WC1, are the architects for 33 
houses proposed on the sites of 122-126 and 
130-136, College-rd. 

Camberwell.—APpPoINTMENTS.—The Building 
Development Com. has approved the appoint- 
ment of G. D. Walford & Ptnrs. as quantity 
surveyors and of W. V. Zinn as consulting en- 
gineer in connection with the development of 
the Woodland-rd. site, the Brayard's-rd. develop- 
ment area and a site in the Sydenham Hill area. 
Sir Guy Dawber, Fox & Robinson (F/F), 122, 
Wigmore-st., Wl, have been appointed archi- 
tects and Alex Robertson & Son and B. C. 
Calder, FRICS, quantity surveyors for works 
in connection with the conversion and improve- 
ment of certain properties acquired by the 
Council. 

Chelsea.—FLats.—Subject to the Chelsea 
Housing Improvement Society, Ltd., agreeing 
to surrender the land, the Housing Com. pro- 
poses the redevelopment of the bombed sites 
of 51 and 53, Danvers-st. by the erection of 
four ‘self-contained flats at an estimated cost of 
£10,000. These sites are leased to the Chelsea 
Housing Improvement Society, Ltd., for use as 
a garden but have not been developed for this 
purpose. The Boro’ E&S is E. G. Golding, 
ERD, AMICE, MlIStructE, AMIMun.E. 

Edmonton.—F.Lats.—The War Dept. is to 
build 30 flats for married soldiers on a site pre- 
viously intended for a TA centre at Weir Hall- 
ave. 

Hackney. — FLats, MAISONETTES AND 
GaraGes.—The Housing and TP Com. has 
approved a scheme for the redevelopment of 
the temporary bungalow sites on either side of 
Pressburg-st. with certain other properties, in- 
cluding the Glyn-rd. mission hall, comprised by 
a rectangular area between Millfields-rd., Pedro- 
st. and Glyn-rd., by a 12-storey block of 46 
flats, seven four-storey blocks containing 116 
maisonettes, 162 tenants’ stores and 35 lock-up 
garages, with a communal building comprising 
a community hall, laundry and workshops. The 
estimated cost of the development is £485,825. 
The Boro’ E&S and Director of Housing is 
G. L. A. Downing, OBE, MICE. 

Hampstead.—ConvERSION.—The BC _ has 
approved the purchase of the former Royal 
Sailors’ Daughters’ School and Home, 116, 
Fitzjohn’s-ave.. NW3, and the Housing Com. 
recommends the conversion of the premises into 
self-contained units for rehousing licensees from 
requisitioned houses. It is estimated that at 
least 25 self-contained flats can be constructed 
at a cost of £30,500. The Housing Architect is 
C. E. Jacob (A). 

Hampstead.—Fiats.—The Housing Com. 
recommends the purchase of the former Presby- 
terian church and hall at Rondu-rd., Shoot-Up 
Hill, NW2, on the site of which ft is proposed 
to build 17 flats. The Housing Architect is 
C. E. Jacob (A). 

Lambeth.—APpPporINTMENT.—Housing and TP 
Com. recommends appointment of Alfred E. 
Beer, ACGI, AMICE, 96, St. George’s-sq., 
SWI, as consulting engineer for the Somers-rd. 
and Endymion-rd. sites, where it is proposed 
to introduce electric floor heating and make 
other modifications to the plans. 

Lambeth.—Site AcgutsitTion.—Housing and 
TP Com. proposes purchase by agreement of 
the vacant sites of 1-3, Gordon-gr., 81, 83 and 
85, Minet-rd., and of two old houses, 87 and 
89, Minet-rd., for redevelopment for housing 
purposes. 

Lambeth.—MalIsoneTTEs.—The LCC Housing 
Com. proposes to develop a narrow site 2.5 
acres in extent between the Council’s Cowley 
estate and Brixton-rd. by six four-storey blocks 
of eight maisonettes, with 24 tenants’ stores, a 
play space and a car park. The estimated cost 
of the scheme is £144,400. 

Lewisham.—FLATS, HOUSES AND GARAGES. 
—The LCC Housing Com. has approved pro- 
posals for developing a site of about 2.2 acres 
at Perry Hill by a six-storey point block of 24 
flats (with lift), and two terraces containing 19 
houses. Fourteen garages, 12 tenants’ stores 
and a play space will also be provided. The 
estimated cost of development is £127,100. 

Lewisham.—Houses, FLATS AND GARAGES.— 
The LCC Housing Com. proposes to develop a 
site of 7.6 acres, part of the grounds of Lady- 
well Lodge, together with the sites of 149-151 
(odd), Chudleigh-rd. by two six-storey point 
blocks, each containing 24 flats and served by a 
lift. and 11 terraces of two-storey houses and 
flats. In all there will be 86 houses and 62 
flats, 30 garages, a car park, workshops and 
24 tenants’ stores. The estimated cost of the 
development is £425,900. 
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Paddington. — APPOINTMENT. — The Housing 
Com. recommends the appointment as quantity 
surveyors for the proposed maternity and child 
welfare and school treatment centre, to be in- 
corporated in the scheme for 24 flats at the 
north-east of Hallfield county primary school, 
of Cyril Sweett & Pinrs., 48, Bedford-row, 
WCIl, who are engaged on the scheme for the 
flats. The architects are Fry, Drew, Drake & 
Lasdun (F/A), 63, Gloucester-pl., W1. 

Paddington.—OLD PEoPLE’s FLATS.—The 
LCC has given unconditional planning consent 
in respect of the proposed development of the 
sites of 210-220 (even), Kilburn-la. by a three- 
storey semi-detached block of 12  bed-sitting 
room flats for old people. The Boro’ Architect 
and Director of Housing is W. H. Beesley (A), 
FRICS. 

Paddington.—FLAts.—The Housing and TP 
Com. is to appeal to the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government against 4 refusal of the 
LCC of planning consent in respect of a 12- 
storey block of 72 flats which it was proposed 
to erect as part of the John Aird Court (Stage 
III) housing scheme. 

Paddington.—FLats.—The LCC has approved 
detailed plans in respect of the third and fourth 
stages of the redevelopment of the Hall Park 
area by a six-storey block of 36 flats and a four- 
storey block of 10 flats and the consent of the 
MHA&LG to the obtaining of tenders for the 
building works is awaited. A panel of con- 
tractors has been selected. 

St. Marylebone. — APPOINTMENTS. — The 
Housing Com. has reached agreement for the 
purchase of Nos. 8-20, Newcourt-st. and recom- 
mends the appointment of Louis’. de 
Soissons, Peacock, Hodges & Robertson 
(F/F/F), 3, Park-sq. mews, NWI, as archi- 
tects for the redevelopment of the site. 

Stepney.—OLp PEOPLE’s FLATS.—The LCC 
Housing Com. proposes the erection of a three- 
storey block of 12 flats for old people on the 
site of 32-42 (even), Cambridge Heath-rd., at 
an estimated cost of £23,900. 

Stepney.—MaAaltIsoNeTTES.—The LCC Housing 
Com. has approved proposals for developing 
the Cherry-place site of 1.2 acres on the western 
side of Jamaica-st. by two four-storey blocks, 
containing 36 maisonettes, and 18 tenants’ 
Stores. The estimated cost is £95,500. 

Stoke Newington.—FLATs AND OFFICES.—The 
Housing Com. has approved a revised scheme 
for the redevelopment of the site of 138, Green 
Lanes by a nine-storey block comprising nine 
bed-sitting room flats, 25 one-bedroom and 
eight two-bedroom flats, with 8,850 sq. ft. of 
office space on the ground and first floors, at an 
estimated cost of £119,483. The architects are 
Howes & Jackman (F/F), 1, Verulam-bldgs., 
Gray’s Inn, WC1, and the quantity surveyors 
are E. C. Harris & Ptners., 1, Bedford-sq., 
wcl. 

Walthamstow.—MaAISONETTES AND GARAGES. 
—Conditional TP approval has been given to 
Coe & Co. (Builders), Ltd., the prospective pur- 
chasers, for 16 maisonettes and 22 lock-up 
garages on land at the rear of St. Margaret’s 
Lodge, Woodford New-rd. and to i. 
Sapsford for six maisonettes and six lock-up 
garages on the site of 195-197, Wood-st., E17. 

Wandsworth.—F Lats, MAIsONETTES, SHOPS 
AND GarAGES.—The LCC Housing Com. pro- 
poses to develop two sites with a combined 
area of five acres to the south of Streatham-pl., 
SW2, by 111 dwellings. On one site, situated at 
the junction of this road with New Park-rd. 
there will be two six-storey point blocks of 
flats, a five-storey block with eight shops on 
the ground floor and maisonettes above, 30 
tenants’ stores, 17 garages, a car-parking area 
and a play snace. On the other side, which 
lies between Montrell-rd. and Tierney-rd., there 
will be a six-storey point block of flats, a 
terrace of two-storey houses, a four-storey block 
of maisonettes, 19 tenants’ stores and a play 
space. Each point block and the five-storey 
block will be served by a lift. The estimated 
cost of development is £310,600. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Birmingham.—TC to erect 195 police houses 
in 1957/58 programme. 

Blackpool.—EC to propose erection of new 
workshops at Technical College, £22,800 est. : 
received Ministry approval for extensions to 
Hawes Side prim. sch., £11,630 est.—BC pro- 
poses construction of additional garage accom- 
modation at Bispham disposal works, £20,900 
est.—Ministry approval for special school for 
ESN children at Whitegate-dri., £49,500 est. 





received.—BC to prepare quantities for occupa- 
tion centre at Municipal Health Centre. 

Cardiff.—New hotel and banqueting rooms, 
with six-storey car park proposed on open 
space between Greyfriars-rd. and back of 
Queen-st., for Arlbee Development Co., Ltd., 
London, £750,000 est. A: Sydney Clough, Son 
& Ptnrs. (F/A), 39, Devonshire-st., W1. 

Chester.—TC considering erection of multi- 
storey flats at Newtown. 

Chesterfield—TC approved in _ principle 
erection of light engineering factory at Alma- 
st. South for The Clay Cross Engineering Co., 
Ltd.—Approved plans for new offices at West- 
st. for Kennings, Ltd. 

Coventry.—TC approved layout providing 
for 611 dwellings, 267 garages and two shops 
at Willenhall Wood estate. Contract to be 
negotiated with George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
London. 

Dudley.—TC to prepare plans for flats and 
aged persons’ dwellings at Maple Green and 
Wrens Nest-rd. 

Durham.—CC has been authorised to pre- 
pare plans for first stage of new motor road 
nine miles long from Barion to Aycliffe, to 
by-pass Darlington, to cost £3m. Contracts 
expected to be let in two years’ time. County 
S: W. H. B. Cotton, Aykley Heads, Durham. 

East Sussex.—M of E approved inclusion of 
following projects in 1958-59 major building 
programme :—Haywards Heath grammar sch. 
(completion), £70,000; Wadhurst sec. sch., 
£98,736; assembly hall at Lewes county gram- 
mar sch. for boys, £19,000; Rye grammar sch. 
(completion); new prim. sch. at Woodlands- 
ave., Hove, £42,350; and, in the reserve list, 
extensions to county sec. schools at Hailsham 
and Haywards Heath and new day sch. for 80 
ESN children at Hove. 

Gosforth.—R. Bowey & Sons, builders, 34, 
Great North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect 
two-storey office block and_ single-storey in- 
dustrial building at  William-st.—Amended 
plans approved for proposed office block at 
Haddricksmill-rd. for F. Gibson & Co. : 
Turley & Williamson (A/A), 46, Jesmond-rd., 
Newcastle. 
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Haslingden.—TC approved plans for exten- 
sions at Holme Spring Mill for L. Whittaker 
& Sons, Ltd. 

Keighley.—TC proposes redevelopment of 
Central Area, reconstruction of first class 
swimming bath, £27,000 est., and extensions 
to central library—Timothy Taylor & Co 
Ltd., propose erection of new public-house at 
Braithwaite estate. 

Northampton.—EC received approval for 
sketch plans for Stage 1 of Central College of 
Further Education, £278,280 est. 

Northwich.—T. Porter, Rentwood, Bower-rd 
Hale, proposes erection of houses at Middle. 
wich-rd., Allostock. Inquiry held. 

Nottingham.—TC approved plans for te. 
development of Sneinton slum clearance area 
including three 12-storey blocks of flats. , 

Ramsbottom.—TC approved scheme for x0 
houses and 56 bungalows off Newcombe-rd. for 
Bentley Building Co., Ltd. 

Rochdale.—Kelsall_ & Kemp, Ltd., propose 
erection of new office and warchouse block 
adjacent to Green Mill. 

Rowley Regis.—TC approved plans for fac- 
tory at Garratts-la., Old Hill, for Boddis (Old 
Hill), Ltd.: extensions at Doulton-rd., Old 
Hill, for Westley Bros., Ltd., and factory ‘and 
offices at Lloyds-rd. for Parkes & Co. (Old 
Hill), Ltd. 

South Shields.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Regional 
Hospital Bd. has approved concentration of 
hospital services at South Shields, provision of 
100 more beds and new outpatients’ and 
casualty depts. at General Hospital and 
improvements at Ingham Infirmary. A Dept., 
Dunira, Osborne-rd., Newcastle. 
_Stockport.—BC received approval in_prin- 
ciple for erection of new fire station at 
Reddish, £80,000 est—EC received Ministry 
approval for extensions to Stockport school 
and new building for Fylde Lodge High 
School for Girls in 1958/9 proeramme. 

Sunderland.—Sunderland Shipbuilding and 
Dry Docks Group plans to spend £1m. on 
extending J. L. Thompson & Sons’ shipyard 
for tankers up to 65,000 tons deadweight, and 
works at T. W. Greenwell & Co.’s yard.— 
TC proposes to modernise houses at Trafalgar- 
sq., £25,000 est. Boro’ A.—Sunderland and 
South Shields Water Co.. Sunderland, to lay 
reserve pipeline under River Wear at South 
Hylton, capable of carrying 5m gallons of water 
a day to South Shields, Jarrow and Hebburn. 

Tarporley.—Community Centre Com. pro- 
poses erection of new hall, £11,000 est. 

Tottington.—UDC to appoint A for further 
12 houses at TLeemans Hill estate. 

Tyldesley.—National Coal Board proposes 
erection of new explosives stores at Astley 
Green colliery. 

Warsop.—Derbyshire CC proposes new sec. 
mod. sch. 

Wigan.—H. D. Lowe, estate agent, Wigan, 
proposes erection of new hotel at Shevington- 
la., Shevington, £25,000 est. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments, 

Barnard Castle—New grammar _ technical 
scholl, for Durham CC. A: Matkin & Haw- 
kins (L/F), Barclays Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., 
Sunderland. *G. Stephenson (Builders & Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Chester-st., Bishop Auckland. 
£143,447. . 

Bedford.—Block of 37 flats and eight maison- 
ettes at Beauchamp-row, Central Redevelopment 
Area for BC. tWarton & Goodship, Ltd. 
Bedford. £92,757. 

Bingham.—12 fiats, 7 houses and 6 bunga- 
lows at Nottingham-rd., for RDC. *Arthur 
Sheldon & Sons, Ltd., Wentworth-st., Ilkeston 
Junction. £37,395. 

Birmingham.—Phase II of new central garage 
stores, etc., at Duke-st., for TC. *Parsons & 
Morrin, Ltd., 133, Belgrave-rd., Birmingham. 

Bolton.—91 dwellings at —_ Deepdale-rd., 
Breightmet estate, for TC. *Direct labour. 
£122,750. 

Burnley.—Aged persons’ hostel at Rossen- 
dale-rd., for TC. *H. Trickett & Son, Ltd. 
Crawshawbooth, Rawtenstall. £38,179. 

Camberwell.—196 dwellings at Coopers-rd. 
development area for BC. Director of Housing 
and Boro’A: F. O. Hayes (A). §Wilson, Lovatt 
& Sons, Ltd., 16, Grosvenor-cres., Hyde Park 
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ner, SWI. £609,973 (subject to reduction est. 

2 arte -Structural steelwork for proposed 
on lib for Durham CC. *North of 

pranch library, 10 I ( 

Fngland Engineering & Electrical Co., Ltd., 

Ferryhill Co. Durham. cae 

Corby, Northants.—Houses at South-rd., for 
rpc. *Adkins & Shaw, Ltd., St. James-rd., 
} n. 

North ry._-New Overthorpe CI sch., for 
FC, *Samuel Armitage & Sons, Ltd., Dews- 

“ 473. 
ba ee Structural steelwork for proposed 
Billingham Low Grange jun. sch. and Hartle- 

ol West View jun. sch., for €C. o. W. 
Elis & Co., Ltd., 30, Great North-rd., New- 

actle-on-Lyne. 
cali —56 Cornish Unit one-bed- 
om flats on Uxbridge-rd/Askham-rd. site for 

MBC Boro’ E&S: John E. Scrase, AMICE. 
‘Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd. £79,968.—42 
Cornish Unit one-bedroom flats and six bed- 
sitting room flats on Caxton-rd. site for MBC. 
Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd. £69,408. 
*"{slington.—18 two-bedroom dwellings on sites 
of 17-39, Queen Margaret’s-gr., for BC. *G. E. 
Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 231, Strand, WC2. 
£26,714. 

Kensington.—Substructure of new central 
library, municipal offices and concert hall at 
Abbey site for BC. A: E. Vincent Harris, OBE, 
RAF). *William Moss & Sons, Ltd. 

Leeds.—New RC sec. sch., for Rt. Rev. Mgr. 
Thomson, 6, Wentworth-terr., Wakefield. *W. 
Rirch (Harrogate), Ltd., Harrogate.—Dwellings, 
for TC: 340 at York-rd. redevelopment area. 
*Reema Construction Co., Ltd., £676,557; 84 
at Butcher Hill estate, *West & Son (Leeds), 
Ltd. Wesley-rd., Leeds, £117,992; 22 at Tins- 
hill estate, *West & Son (Leeds), Ltd., £26,398. 

{London (Air Ministry)—New works con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
October 18:—Artificers’ work: Weeton, Lancs., 
F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-dr., Blackpool! ; 
Acklington, Northumberland, J. Campbell 
Smith, Ltd., North Banks, Amble, Northumber- 
land. Painting work: Heston, Middx., Fields, 
Ltd., 12, Kew-rd., Richmond, Surrey; Oaking- 
ton, Cambs., William Herd & Co., Ltd., 95, 
Baker-st. W1; Duxford, Cambs., J. & B. 
Abbot (Contractors), Ltd., _Sherbourne-hse., 
23/25, Northolt-rd., Harrow, Middx.; Building 
work: Abingdon, Berks., T. H. Kingerlee & 
Sons, Ltd., 35a, Queen-st., Oxford. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Southern Region :—Wimbledon Park, Durns- 
ford-road power house: renovations, Deeds 
(Hounslow), Ltd., Hounslow, Middx.—London 
Bridge station: Foundation, piling and hydro- 
pneumatic buffer stops, John Mowlem & Co., 
Ltd., SW1.—Deepdene House: Installation of 
central heating, R. Crittall & Co., Ltd., W1.— 
Nine Elms motive power depot: Installation of 
central heating and alterations to existing hot 
water services, Z. D. Berry & Sons, Ltd., SWI. 
—Ashford district: Resurfacing and surface 
dressing of roads, footpaths and platforms at 
various stations, Johnson Bros (Aylesford), Ltd., 
Tonbridge, Kent.—Brighton district: Resurfac- 
ing and surface dressing of roads, footpaths and 
platforms at various stations, A. C. W. Hobman 
& Co., Ltd., EC4.—Waterloo central despatch: 
Installation of ventilation system, Supervents, 
Lid, Sidcup By-Pass, Kent.—Newhaven 
Harbour: Demolition of London/Paris hotel, 
S. M. Tidy (Public Works), Ltd., Brighton.— 
Lancing carriage and wagon works: New office 
accommodation, E. H. Curd & Co., Ltd., 
Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex. 

London (British Railways).—Recent contracts 
placed by North-Eastern Region :—Tyne Dock: 
133 houses, external painting, B. Tf. Allison, 
Sunniside, Co. Durham.—York Headquarters 
Offices: 50/100 line automatic telephone ex- 
change, Standard Telephones & Cables, Ltd., 
Sidcup.—Shaftholme Junction signal box: Clad- 
ding and finishes, Hemsworth Bros., Doncaster. 
—General Motors unit for track relaying crane. 
Motor Distributors, Ltd., Leeds. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Eastern Region:—Scottish Machine Tool 
Corporation, Ltd., Loudon Works, Johnstone, 
Renfrewshire, supply and delivery of one 

Loudon” 4 ft. diameter double faceplate 
Super speed heavy duty wheel lathe, with 
standard tooling, for Doncaster carriage works. 
—Johnson & Phillips, Ltd., Charlton, SE7, 
supply, delivery and installation of signalling 
and telecommunications cables at Hatfield. — 
Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis Park, Finchley, N3, 
tenewal of down cess drain and the trimming 
back and stabilising of cutting slopes between 





Gordon Hill and Crews Hill.—Clough Smith & 

Co., Ltd., Stephenson-way, Crawley, Sussex, 
supply, delivery and erection of electrical in- 
stallation in connection with main yard lighting 
and electrical distribution to various buildings 
at Temple Mills marshalling yard. 

London (British Transport Waterways).— 
Contracts placed:—E. C. Jones & Son (Brent- 
ford), Ltd., Brentford, one Bantam pusher tug 
with 30-hp Lister diesel engine, to be used to 
manceuvre dredging craft on Leeds and Liver- 
pool canal; Gwynnes Pumps, Ltd., London, 
suction plant for unloading dredger hopper 
barges on Severn Navigation; Demolition & 
Construction Co., Ltd., London, replacement 
of swing footbridge at Diglis by fixed overhead 
bridge and widening of downstream approach 
to Diglis Narrow lock; Brown & Tawse Plant, 
Ltd., West Gorton, Manchester, 11 hymatic 
hydrovane mobile compressors and hedge cut- 
ters; Charles Hill & Sons, Ltd., Bristol, 8 
dredging hoppers for River Severn and Sharp- 
ness & Gloucester canal; I. Pimblott & Sons, 
Northwich, 1 pair of narrow craft in high- 
tensile steel for North-Western Division, 
Southern Carrying Fleet. The powered boat 
will be fitted with a Parsons ‘ Merganser ” 
engine: Steel Fabrications (Colnbrook), Ltd., 
Slough, 9 steel pile driving flats for use in 
South-Eastern division. Direct labour.—Bank 
protection, by concrete piling, on Leigh branch 
of Leeds and Liverpool canal: at east end 
of Diglis oil basin, Worcester; above Ponders’ 
End lock on Lee Navigation; in Tring area of 
Grand Union Canal; and on Weston canal. 
Steel piling to be used on Lee Navigation 
between Ferry-la. and Stonebridge. 

London CC.—20 maisonettes in four-storey 
block, together with 12 garages, six tenants’ 
stores and fitted playground in Poyser-st. areas, 
Bethnal Green. 

M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. .. £61,729 


Rowley Bros., Ltd. ; -- 59,142 
J, Jerram, Ltd. .. as AP -.- 56,178 
Poolman (Builders), Ltd. a ..- 55,864 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. .. ee 55.803 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley .. 55,632 
Charles S. Foster & Sons, Ltd. a SSO 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd. .. 53,844 
J. & J. Dean (Contractors), Ltd. .. 53,481 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finchley .. BG $2,528 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £52,074. 

London CC.—34 flats and maisonettes in a 
four-storey block and a block partly five storeys 
and partly six storeys in height, seven garages, 
18 tenants’ stores and play space at Storks-rd. 
site, Bermondsey. *Tersons, Ltd. £103,400. 

London CC.—New boiler-house and boilers 
at Hillside, Islington. 


E. J. Lacey & Co., Ltd. a .. £30,980 
Marshall Andrew & Son, Ltd. . 28,967 
Pitchers, Ltd. .. pie os .. 28,474 
R. Adams, Ltd. .. we «=. hee 
Courtney & Fairbairn, Ltd. .. << pee 
*Cramb & Dean, Ltd., Poplar .. 25.617 


Architect’s comparable estimate is £24,380. 

London CC.—Adaptations and  improve- 
ments at Wilmot county sec. sch., Bethnal 
Green. Tenders on Basis A would allow for 
fluctuations in rates of wages and cost of mate- 
rials and on basis B in rates of wages only. 

















Builders’ 


‘mated 
oS ' - prepared 


Builders whose estimating depart- 
ments are overloaded turn for assis- 
tance to B.E.S. in taking off quantities, 
pricing, site measuring, comptometer 
work, etc. 


B.E.S., founded in 1921, has a large 
full-time staff and is regulariy used by 
many well-known contractors. Urgent 
work welcomed; ring SHE 7975. 
Descriptive brochure on application. 


BUILDERS’ ESTIMATING SERVICE LTD 


2. WESTMINSTER BANK CHAMBERS, 
SHEPHERDS BUSH. W.12 Phone SHE. 7976 
and at Worcester and Birmingham. 
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Basis £ 

Harrison & Spooner, Ltd. .. A £20,718 

R. J. Truscott, Ltd. .. a A 18,995 

S. C. Grover, Ltd. .. ja A 18,525 

Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd. A 18,434 
*O. H. Groves & Co., Ltd., 

Bermondsey (on basis A) A 16,938 

B 17,130 


Architect’s comparable estimate on basis A is 


{London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of 

tenders for building works:— 
_Ext. & pt. int. redecs., 106/118, Dames-rd., 
E7, W. Oddy, Ltd., £838. Improvements to can- 
teen, Tottenham PS, W. T. Ricketts & Sons, 
Ltd., £920. Ext. decs., Imber Court, Sims & 
Russell, Ltd., £1,332. Ext. & int. redecs., 
** Heathshot,” 58/76, Friar Stile-rd., Richmond, 
Clarke Bros., £2,704. Int. redecs., cleaning, etc., 
ae Mags. Court, Druce & Co., Ltd., 
£1,534, 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed for week 
ended October 12:— 

Aberdeenshire: Telephone Manager’s sub- 
office and stores, Balvenie-hse., West Park-st., 
Huntly, alterations to form accommodation, A. 
Dempster, The Square, Huntly ; North telephone 
exchange, Aberdeen, erection of extension to 
apparatus room, Don (Contractors), Ltd., 4, St. 
James’s-pl., Inverurie. Gloucestershire: Grain 
Silo, Abbey-rd., Gloucester, repairs to external 
wall surfaces, Stone & Co. (Bristol), Ltd., Red- 
lands-rd., Bristol, 6. Hampshire: RAE Farn- 
borough, modifications to apprentices’ work- 
shops, Lavender McMillan (Contractors), Ltd., 
54, Cheam Common-rd., Worcester Park, 
Surrey. Lancashire: Customs & Excise, No. 9 
Dock, Salford, erection of new office, P. Hamer, 
Ltd., Park-st., Swinton, Lancs. Surrey: Min- 
istry of Labour, ‘* Woodlee,” Egham, erection 
of two classrooms, W. & E. Simmons, Ltd., 4, 
Rydene-rd., Walton-on-Thames. 

qLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed for week ended October 11 :—Berkshire: 
Boilers, Davey Paxman & Co., Ltd., Colchester. 
Devon: Painting and decorating, Donald Hum- 
berstone & Co., Ltd., Louth. Lancashire: Mis- 
cellaneous, Brown & Jackson, Ltd., Fleetwood. 
Oxfordshire: Building, Wilson Lovatt & Sons, 
Ltd., London. Pembrokeshire: Roadwork, 
Gulistan Road Constructions, Ltd., Leamington 
Spa. Wiltshire: Building, Clark Bros., Swindon. 

Longbenton.—Sewerage scheme, for UDC. 
*J. H. Greenwell & Co., Whitley Bay. £112,000. 

Manchester.—Additional 4 storeys to pre- 
mises at Market-st. and Corporation-st., for 
Montague Burton, Ltd. *M. Harrison & Co. 
(Leeds), Ltd., Post Hill Quarries, Farnley, 
Leeds. 

Merioneth.—Extension to grammar _sch., 
Towyn. County A: Norman L. Jones (L), 
Dolgelley. QS: W. M. Law & Son, Liverpool. 
D. R. Pugh & Son, Gwynfa, Dolgelley, 
Merioneth, £14,000. George Middleton & Sons, 
College Green, Towyn, Merioneth, £10,072. 
*John Evans & Sons (Contractors), Ltd., 
Station Yard, Cemmaes-rd., Machynlleth, 
Monts., £9,846. 

Middlesbrough.—Laying of large water 
mains between Long Newton and Hemlington, 
via Eaglescliffe, for Tees Valley Water Bd., 
Corporation-rd., Middlesbrough. Bd.’s_ Ch. 
E: T. S. R. Winter. *Dowsett Engineering 
Construciton, Ltd., Dowsett-hse., Durham-rd., 
Low Fell, Gateshead. £86,249. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Proposed new billing 
offices at Benton Park-rd., for Northern Gas 
Bd., Grainger-st., Newcastle. Plans by Bd.’s 
own - staff. *William Norman, West-la., 
Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham. 

Newecastle-on-Tyne.—Offices, St. James-st.: 
*W. Leech (Builders), Ltd., Clayton-st.—Offices, 
Fenwick-terr., for G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd. 
i & Co., Ltd., Orchard-hse., New- 
castle. 

Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham.—Infants’ sch. 
at Vane-rd., for Durham CC County A: G. R. 
Clayton (F), South-st.. Durham. *Middleton 
& Co., Haughton-le-Skerne, nr. Darlington. 
£37,539. 

Nottingham.—3 shops with maisonettes over 
at Dungannon-rd., for TC. *Bosworth & Co. 
(Contractors), Ltd., Quorn-rd., Nottingham. 
£15,096. 

Paddington.—Four-storey block of 12 three- 
room flats at Aldridge-rd. Villas, W11. for BBC. 
*Sherman & Co. (Ealing), Ltd. £28,000. 

Rothbury.—Proposed Longframlington sewer- 
age and sewage disposal scheme, for RDC, 
involving laying of 5,000 yd. of sewers. 
etc., and construction of sewage disposal 
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works. Constg. engrs.: Waterhouse & Roun- 
thwaite, 165, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. *Thomas Muckle & Son, Rothbury. 

Rotherham.—Extensions to technical college, 
for TC. *M. J. Gleeson (Contraciors), Ltd., 
822, Chesterfield-rd., Sheffield.—Extensions to 
factory at Eastwood trading estate, for William 
Cooke & Co., Ltd. *N orthern Erection Co. 
(Rotherham), Ltd., 42, Station-rd., Rotherham. 
—226 houses and 51 garages at Kimberworth 
Park estate, for BC. *O. Weaver & Sons, 
Ltd., Hallington-rd., Mexborough. £311,615. 

Southampton.—Police hostel at  Hulse-rd. 
for CBC. Boro’ A: L. Berger (A). Tersons, 
Ltd., £109,268: J. J. Udalls Building Co., Ltd., 
£102,689: R. Corben & Son. Ltd., £101,291; 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., £100,083: Brazier 
& Son, Ltd., £94,959; Mullen and Lumsden, 
Ltd., £93,987: G. E. Prince & Son, Litd., 
£93,679; H. Stevens & Co., Ltd. £93,090; A. J. 
Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., gg 258: Frank 
Kimber & Son, Ltd., £91,86573 G. Ross & 
Sons, Lid., £91,750 : A: &. jo & Son, 
£88,738. 

Southport.—New crematorium at High Brows 
Covert, for TC. tHumphreys, Ltd., Liverpool. 
£48,745. 

Sunderland.—Rebuilding of  ‘* Continental 

, John-st., for Vaux & Associated Breweries, 

A: E. M. Lawson (A), Barras-bldgs.. 

Barras Bridge, Newastle-on-Tyne. *Snowdon 
Bros., Belford-rd., Sunderland. 

Tynemouth.—Blocks of flats providing 69 
ci ¢ at East End of North Shields, for 


F. Austin Child (F), AMTPI, 6, 


Archbold- terr., Newcastle-on-Tyne. QS: J. W. 
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Summers & Ptnrs., 33, Jesmond-rd., Newcastle. Worksop.—100 houses at Kilton Hill e 
¢Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard-hse., Fenwick- for BC. Boro’ E. *J. J. & A. R. Ja rar 
terr., Newcastle-on-Tyne. £127,596. 438, Gateford-rd., Worksop. £123 525, — 
Tynemouth.—69 flats and —_ in four Wrexham.—Works for BC:—114 hous 
five-storey blocks at Tyne-st. for TC. A: Austin Queen’s Park. Boro’ E&S: J. M Davi 
Child (F), 6, Archbold-terr., Newcastle. MIMunE. *Thomas Warrington & Sons, Lid” 
*George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £127, 596. Ellesmere Port, Ches., £141,972; 28 flats 
Walthamstow.—12 flats, nine maisonettes and 14 garages at Cefn-rd. *G. H. Sumner & ae 
three garages on Manor-rd./Mount Pleasant-rd.  Ltd., Wrexham, £27,561 (subject to a Ons, 
site for BC. Boro’A,E&S: F. G. Southgate (A), of MH&LG). ase 


MIMunE, AMTPI. {J. Hyde & Co. £36,139. fie 
West Hartlepool.—Stcelwork for pr posed 





rs 


additions to girls’ high sch., for EC. A: 


Auion (A), “Regeni’s-blidgs.. 


York-rd., West 
Hartlepool. *Smith & Coates, Haverion Hill- STEEL- -CRETE 


on-Tees. 


West Hartlepool. — houses and 40 flats at 
Owion Manor estate, for TC. 
Sinclair (A). *G. M. Pearson & Son, Ltd., 

19, Froni-st., Hetton, Co. Durham. SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 

Westminster.—New store for Peter Robin- iE 
son, Ltd., on site of old Tivoli cinema, Strand, TH OLD OR NE 


WC2, with sales rooms on basement, ground, 
first and second floors and ancillary accom- 
modation on third and fourth floors, and with 


sub-basement car park. A: Fry, Drew, Drake 
& Lasdun (F/F), 63, Gloucester-pl., Portman- Inspect one that has withstood 


sq., W1, in collaboration with A. Dept., Mon- HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS 


tague Burton, Litd., Leeds. 


Frederick Snow & Ptnrs.. QS: 


E. Parratt, FRICS. *Higgs & Hill, Ltd. STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


(nominated contractors). 


Wood Green..—Six flats and three maisonettes : Temple Bar 5621 
at Alexandra Park-rd. for BC. my Je 
Rebbeck, AMIMunE. tDavies & Rentowl, Ltd., 


St. Albans. 


(SUPER METALLIC HARDENER) 
Boro’ A: A. G. 


HAVE pee 4 ALL TROUBLES 


Constg. engrs.: 


Messrs. Oswald and consult 


Savoy Rouse. Pipa ee Strand, London, W.C.2 











Boro’ E&S: A 





BROAD-ACHESON 
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A bond of strength and unity EP>=Ce BLOCKS 





Complete the Job 
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26 Great Ormond Street, 
W.C.1 
Phone: CHAncery 7583 
Subscription £6.6.0 per annum, 


which includes free monthly issues 
Of THE FEDERATION JOURNAL. 








The Federation of Master Builders 


Please send particulars of the advantages of 


membership to: 








STEEL SCAFFOLDING C° t? 





9a HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON - ESSEX “us” 
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W.& M.NEGUS L™® 


Station Works, 
KinG JAMES STREET, se 
and Dovue Roap, 
SoutnH Norwoopn, s.£.25. 
(Addiscombe 3427) 








GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Registered Office: Works : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
E.C.1 KENT 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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